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President Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi (left), Minister of Transport and Public Works, Mr Eric Molale (centre) and 
Botswana Housing Corporation board chairperson, Mr Moemedi Gabana (right) touring stalls during a one-
day housing pitso in Gaborone yesterday. The President spoke of the urgent need to address housing shortage 
in Botswana saying lack of decent affordable shelter amounted to economic exclusion. 
Photo: Thompson Keobaletswe
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St Joseph’s College: The Rebound
By Baleseng Batlotleng 

KGALE - Long ago, in 1928, 
Catholic Bishop Herman Meysing 
cut the ribbon to officially open 
the gates of St Joseph’s College in 
Kgale. 

That marked the birth of a 
culture of excellence by one of 
the oldest schools in Botswana.

The large inscription at the 
school gate tells it all: “Per aspera 
ad astra”, the Latin phrase loosely 
translates ‘through difficulties to 
the stars’. 

Here in Kgale, excellence is a 
value that teachers, parents and 
pupils alike have upheld over 
the last 95 years of the schools 
existence. 

It is that lofty desire to reach 
the stars, to realise the seemingly 
unattainable, that keeps everyone 
on their toes, each leaping in faith 
for the prize. 

I seat across the desk from the 
school’s bespectacled principal, 
who is all confidence. We are in 
her trophy adorned office - each 
trophy a statement of the school’s 
past success. 

For the umpteenth time, Ms 
Constance Male and her team of 
dedicated teachers have done it. 
The school has gone back to the 
top spot in the country’s BGCSE 
result. 

Ms Male says the good 
performance is a result of 
commitment to promise; to 
delivering good results. 

“We have standards that we 
adhere to, every institution and 
organisation has standards, but 
the most important thing is to 
implement what you have already 
drawn for yourself,” she says. 

There has been absolute 
dedication to deliver by her staff 
about whom she says, “They are 
selfless beings. 

They are a people that you 

‘Demarcation should 
prioritise voters’ interest’ 
By Goitsemodimo 
Williams-Madzonga 

TUTUME - Tutume district 
councillors have been implored 
to partake in the demarcation 
process by sharing ideas and 
challenges they experienced when 
servicing their wards.

The Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) Secretary, Mr 
Jefferson Siamisang said when 
addressing a special full council 
meeting in Tutume on Tuesday.

 Mr Siamisang said following 
the handing over of the 
Delimitation report to the 
President, the IEC had to set up 
Demarcation Committees across 
constituencies to re-align polling 
districts and stations, as well as 
renaming new constituencies. 

He said the IEC would facilitate 
the formation of Demarcation 
Committees to be headed by 
District Commissioners and the 
membership of such committees 
would encompass all concerned 
stakeholders such as the youth, 
disabled people and party 

representative among others. 
Those nominated in the 

committee, he said would 
be expected to do their 
work professionally and in a 
transparent manner by taking all 
proposals and views aired at the 
consultation meetings. 

Furthermore, the IEC secretary 
said even though councilors 
would be affected directly by 
the process, he advised them not 
to influence the outcome of the 
consultative meetings but rather 
prioritise the voters’ interests. 

He further pointed out that 
constituencies had been increased 
from 57 to 61 and that would 
affect the quota expected in each 
ward, noting that previously the 
quota range between 5 000-6 000 
people per ward. Mr Siamisang 
said they were still awaiting 
communication from the Ministry 
of Local Government and Rural 
Development regarding the new 
quota. 

In addition, Mr Siamisang 
highlighted that currently there 
were 490 council wards across 

the country and the new quota 
would determine an increase or 
a decline in the number of wards. 

He further stated that the 
demarcation committees were 
going to start work at the 
beginning of the new financial 
year and completing the process 
in July this year. 

He however appealed to 
councilors to support the 
committees by making 
contributions that would help 
improve delivery of services to 
the electorate.  Commenting, 
councilors decried that most of 
the time people nominated into 
the demarcation committees 
who have interest in standing 
for political offices ended up 
influencing the outcome to favour 
them. 

Specially elected councilor, 
Manyiwa Manyiwa said 
the realignment of some 
constituencies would result 
in voter apathy, noting that 
some villages in the Nkange 
constituency had been moved to 
Shashe West. BOPA

don’t have to push around.” 
There is a sparkle in her eye. 

This crew have somehow become 
one with the poetic cadence of 
Greek philosopher Aristotle, 
“we are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, then, is not an act but 
a habit.” Pattern. Habit. This has 
been the secret of the school’s 
success. 

Ms Male, the second 
Motswana woman to ever lead 
Kgale, as St Joseph’s College is 
commonly called, arrived at the 
catholic mission school in 2008, 
to deputise the then principal Mr 
Basil Ncaagae. 

In the winter of 2012 she was 
promoted to principal. 

The following year the school 
scooped position one, and clung 
to that position year after year, 
until 2019. 

“The advent of the COVID-19 
scourge brought us challenges 
as there was a shift in the 
school’s academic programme, 
and discipline was highly 
compromised due to lock-downs 
and double shifts arrangement,” 
she says. 

Masunga Senior Secondary 
school would lead the heats for 
two consecutive years - 2020 and 
2021. 

It was painful to play 
second fiddle to their northern 
competitor, but Ms Male and 
her team were quietly happy that 
they were beaten to the first spot 
by Masunga. 

“We took solace in the fact 
that Masunga had benchmarked 
against us. Ms Letsholathebe 
-Masunga Headteacher - had 
visited several times to borrow 

Ms Male addressing pupils on Wednesday. 

from our strategy. 
If you have all the standards 

and processes that we follow at 
our school you can’t go wrong,” 
says Ms Male. 

After playing runner-up for 
two years, Ms Male and her 
management could not take it any 
more. 

They went back to the 
drawing board to map a proper 
way forward, identifying in 
the process several challenges, 
amongst them rampant drug 
abuse by learners. 

“We normally begin every 
academic year with a theme. 

We sat down and proposed a 
theme, ‘a year of excellence and 
zero defect, #reboile’, indeed at 
the end of the year the academic 
performance has indicated that 
we are back to our winning 
ways,” she says enthusiastically. 

She is all praises for the school’s 
Parents Teachers Association 

(PTA), which she describes as “a 
strong committee with parents 
who are concerned about the 
welfare of their children.” 

“We just have that energy and 
we are working towards the same 
goal. 

The PTA is extremely 
supportive as the executive, 
representing parents and 
also motivating students and 
teachers,” she says. 

Never one to take the glory 
alone, Ms Male credits the 
school’s academic committee led 
by the deputy school head for the 
good performance.

These, she says, analysed 
results and benchmarked against 
other schools, especially private 
institutions such as Maruapula 
senior (MAP), Rainbow school 
and Westwood International. 

Now and then they took their 
top achieving pupils for exchange 
academic programmes, which 
highly motivated them. 

Herself a staunch Christian, Ms 
Male believes being a catholic 
church institution, the pastoral 
system of the school plays a 
massive role in its performance. 

The church component, with 
the assistance of the chaplain and 
catholic sisters,  she says, brings 
in a culture of moral uprightness 

Overall, 37.21 percent of the 
2022 candidates at the school 
scored six credits or better, 
pushing the school to position 
one nationally. 

Chief Education Officer 
for the South East Region Mr 
Tumelo Rakgabo says they are 
elated at the consistent good 
performances of both St Joseph’s 
College and St Joseph’s Primary 
school.   

The Region, under the 
leadership of former St Joseph’s 
College Principal, and now 
Regional Director Mr Peter 
Choto, had always believed that 
the school would rebound, he 
says. And it did. BOPA

Ms Male says commitment to excellence by teachers and the PTA 
has seen St Joseph’s College bounce back.
Photos: Ogopoleng Kgomoethata
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Lack of decent, affordable shelter economic exclusion 
By Moshe Galeragwe

GABORONE - Not having 
an affordable decent home is an 
aspect of economic exclusion 
which will negatively affect 
other aspects of a person’s  life, 
President Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi 
told a housing pitso in Gaborone 
yesterday.

He said access to adequate 
housing was integral to an 
inclusive society and sustainable 
human settlements that Botswana 
aspired to achieve by 2036 as 
espoused in the national vision. 

“As a nation, we envision shared 
prosperity and an end to poverty 
in all its forms, including lack of 
housing,” said the President.

Talking about the benefits of 
quality housing,  President Masisi 
said it improved educational 
achievements because  children 
would have a secure place 
for studying and also had the 
potential to reduce delinquency 
as it enabled minors to spend 
quality time at home.

“Quality housing also improves 
healthy living and prevents or 
mitigates the risks of the spread 
of communicable diseases,”  said 
President Masisi.

From a human rights 
perspective, he said, access 
to affordable, quality housing 
conferred human dignity on 
people, especially when they 
owned the property.  

Dr Masisi said housing 
played a key and pertinent role 
in the achievement of the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals 
adding that shelter was also one 
of the organisation’s New Urban 
Agenda key commitments. 

“Therefore, if we can get the 
planning, delivery and sustainable 
management of housing right, 
including the comprehensive care 
and maintenance programmes, 
we will invariably address 
related goals like zero poverty, 
good health, quality education, 
gender equality, clean water and 
sanitation, affordable energy and 
reduced inequalities,” he said.

The President said the pitso’s 
theme; Affordable Sustainable 
Housing for All: A Collaborative 
Approach with the Private Sector, 
came at an opportune time when 
government was exploring ways 
of encouraging and leveraging on 
private sector participation in the 
economy.

Saying private sector capacity 

should be leveraged to address 
the country’s housing needs, Dr 
Masisi explained that without the 
business community, the goal of 
providing adequate housing to 
Batswana could not be achieved.

Government, he said, had the 
responsibility of ensuring that 
a favourable environment for 
housing development existed.

President Masisi said the 
development of housing estates 
countrywide attested to the 
important role the business 
community played in the sector. 

“It is therefore, befitting that 
this housing pitso be held in 
collaboration with the private 
sector,” he  said.

Dr Masisi also recognised the 
role played by other actors in 
housing development.

“Civil society organisations, 
development agencies and 
partners play a key role in housing 
delivery through various lobbying 
efforts, donations and technical 
support,” said the President.

He said the pitso was aimed 
at reflecting on the housing 
situation in Botswana as well as 
discussing ways of addressing 
emerging issues and challenges in 
the housing sector.

The intention was to set the 
tone for the delivery of housing in 
alignment with the Reset Agenda 
as well as the Economic Recovery 
Transformation Plan, Dr Masisi 
said.  

The President said the pitso was 
in keeping with the national drive 
for mindset change as Botswana 
sought new and smarter ways 
of implementing high impact 
projects.  

He said such projects were 
appropriately targeted for 
economic inclusion of citizens.  

“Accordingly, the purpose of 
this pitso is to find ways to utilise 
capacity in the private sector 
to provide solutions to housing 
shortage,” he said.

He said government’s desire 
was for an economic environment 
where there was ease of buying a 
house for the working class. 

Dr Masisi stressed the need to 
promote investment in housing 
as it was an asset whose value 
appreciated over time.

He urged financial and 
commercial sectors to come 
up with systems, products and 
services that promoted affordable 
home ownership as a basic human 
need. BOPA

Prison security violations major concern
By Kgotsofalang Botsang

SELEBI PHIKWE - The 
infiltration of prohibited articles 
into prisons and officers’ 
involvement in dealings which 
end up compromising prison 
security is reportedly still a 
matter of great concern in 
Botswana.

“This is a glaring concern 
and source of worry for me and 
the entire nation,” Minister of 
Defence and Security Mr Kagiso 
Mmusi said in Selebi Phikwe 
Wednesday.

Mr Mmusi, who was officially 
opening the Botswana Prisons 
Service senior officers’ annual 
conference, stated that chaos and 
lawlessness at the organisation’s 
facilities and among its staff was 
unacceptable.
 He called on prison officers to 
display a high level of discipline.
 “Delivery of the prisons 
mandate requires a combination 
of essential values such as 
accountability, team work, 
security consciousness and 
integrity and this desired 
behaviour should be modelled by 
yourselves and promoted among 
your peers and subordinates,” 
said the minister.

Mr Mmusi urged officers to 
serve with pride and distinction.

He said there was need to 
review interventions, strategies, 
initiatives, policies, laws, 
processes and procedures to 
provide timely and quality 
service.

Commending the organisation 
for its Food Security Strategy, Mr 
Mmusi said it had the potential to 
enhance food self-sufficiency.

“I expect that this will be one of 
your priorities because it can also 
assist you to empower prisoners 
with skills that will render them 
active participants in the national 
food strategy,” he said.

For her part, prisons 
commissioner, Ms Dinah 
Marathe said the organisation 
needed to change the way it had 
been doing things.

Policies, strategies and 
procedures had to be revamped 
in order to cultivate a high 
performance culture, she said.

Ms Marathe said prison 
service was currently working on 
rebranding which entailed a new 
uniform, change of name and 
corporate colours.

She also disclosed plans for the 
introduction of an air wing and a 
video visitation platform as well 
as automation of systems.

Ms Marathe lamented the 
influx of prohibited articles 
into prisons and high number of 
prison escapes.

“There are worrisome reports 
of some of the officers within the 
service conniving with prisoners 
to smuggle these items into our 
prisons, an act that compromises 
security in our facilities and 
diminishes public trust on us,” 
she said.

The ministry’s permanent 
secretary, Ms Botlhale 
Makgekgenene said the 
conference theme; Building 

Ms Marathe (left) and Mr Mmusi during a Botswana Prisons Services senior officers conference in Selebi Phikwe on Wednesday. Mr Mmusi 
emphasised the need for discipline among prison officers and their subordinates. Photo: Kgotsofalang Botsang

a high performance culture: 
Repositioning, Realigning and Re-
engineering the Prison Service to 
achieve its mandate, resonated with 

the culture of a first class business.
She said at the end of the 

conference, the organisation  should 
have introspected and developed 

tools to assist in the actualisation of 
the theme.

Ms Makgekgenene encouraged 
prisons to work towards full 

implementation of its strategies, 
particularly those concerned 
with food security and prisoner 
reintegration. BOPA
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Seatbelts Are  For  Everyone
BUCKLE UP!

By Kgotsofalang Botsang

SELEBI PHIKWE -  People 
who survive by harvesting 
mophane worms have been 
advised to form cooperatives and 
package their product in order to 
find a better market.

Officially opening the ongoing 
Selebi Phikwe Town Council 
(SPTC) full council meeting on 
Tuesday, Mayor Lucas Modimana 
said due to abundance of mophane 
worm in Selebi Phikwe and 
surrounding areas, local market 
was saturated.

“Those who are not able to sell 
in South Africa end up selling 
with give-away prices and by so 
doing their economic status will 
not change,” he said.

Mr Modimana urged councillors 
to help the community to find a 
better market for the time being, 
while they also encourage them 
to form a cooperative where they 
would package it in different 
forms and quantities and sell for a 
better price.

“They can also include other 
veld products to keep their 
cooperative alive during phane 
off- season,” said Mr Modimana.

Having a cooperative, he said, 
would also enable harvestors 
to raise their concerns with 
government with one voice and 
also help them find assistance 
from financial institutions.

Furthermore, he indicated that 
the Department of Forestry and 
Range Resources had a statutory 
responsibility to formulate legal 
instruments to ensure conservative 

and sustainable utilisation of forest 
and range resources.

However, he said the department 
was facing challenges of illegal 
harvesting of the resource and 
environmental pollution at 
harvesting sites. 

Though a lot of people had 
harvested Mophane worm, he said 
most of them did it illegally as 
only 141 permits were issued to 37 
individuals.

 “These included 57 harvesting 
permits, 64 dealers’ permits and 
14 export permits.” 

“I implore the House to 
encourage our community to 
do their businesses legally by 
obtaining permits and also 
encourage them to keep the 
environment clean, especially at 
harvesting sites.”

On other issues, Mr Modimana 
informed councillors that the 
council continued to execute 
extensive health inspections in 
food premises as an endeavour to 
protect health of the community.

He said unsafe food commodities 
had been a human health problem 
since history was first recorded 
and the occurrence of food borne 
diseases remained a significant 
health issue in communities, 
adding that food safety and good 
hygiene practices were essential 
to ensure that the food that the 
community ate was safe.

The council had in the process 
temporarily closed non-complying 
food premises while appealing to 
business owners, especially high-
risk premises to comply with 
health requirements. BOPA

BEIJING -  China is processing 
519 applications to hold or attend 
economic and trade expos abroad 
after the country resumed the 
approval procedures at the 
beginning of this year, China’s 
top trade-facilitating body said 
Wednesday.

The applications, involving 
47 foreign countries as 
destinations, came from 50 
organisers nationwide, Yang 
Fan, spokesperson for the China 
Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade, told a press 
conference. 

Yang said the council would 

help organise expos focusing on 
emerging markets and strategic 
emerging industries and encourage 
Chinese companies to attend high-
standard expos of industry-wide 
acclaim in developed countries. 

China will establish more 
platforms for international 
exchanges among companies and 
put in more effort to help firms 
explore overseas markets. 

Yang said the council would 
organise or participate in hundreds 
of expos, forums, and two-way 
visits this year, through which 
companies worldwide could foster 
fruitful cooperation. Xinhua

China handles over 
500 requests for 
trade expos abroad

Cooperatives for 
mophane worm 
way to go

Mr Modima said the cooperative would enable haverstors to raise their concerns with government with one 
voice and also help them find assistance from financial institutions.

PARLIAMENT -  Government’s 
decision to invest is guided by the 
viability of a proposed mining 
project taking into account the size 
of the project.

“Government only takes a 
participatory stake provided the 
project is viable and is of economic 
or strategic benefit, hence cannot 
invest in every mining venture,” 
explained Minister of Minerals and 
Energy, Mr Lefoko Moagi when he 
was responding to a question in 
Parliament on Tuesday.

He added that factors to consider 
when assessing the option for 
government to participate in a 
mining project included feasibility 
of the project, return on investment, 
size and strategic nature of the 
project as well as risks to the 
project.

Mr Moagi said Botswana had 
built a massive reputation as 
mineral investment jurisdiction 
because of the political stability 
and liberal mineral legislation.

He indicated that at the time of 
application for a mining license, 
the ministry and the Minerals 
Development Company Botswana 
(MDCB) thoroughly assessed 
the proposed mining projects for 
possible investment by government 
as required by section 40 of the 
Mines and Minerals Act.

“As for the diamond mining 
projects, section 51 provides that at 
the time of application for a mining 
license or its renewal or transfer, 
if the government is interested 

in taking up a stake, there ought 
to be negotiations between the 
government and the applicant,” 
said Minister Moagi.

He further told MPs that 
government had established the 
MDCB, a state owned mineral 
and mining investment holding 
company to grow, optimise and 
diversify mining and minerals 
investment portfolio on its behalf.

“This mandate also includes 
providing government pristine 
advisory services in mining, both 
commercial and technical, as well 
as facilitate development of the 
local mining and minerals sector. 

MDCB has commenced market 
intelligence activities in order to 
build knowledge and an investment 
pipeline.

However, where undisputed 
compelling mining investment 
opportunities become available, 
it should be possible for MDCB 
to partake in these governance 
processes that have been 
established by the company,” he 
added.

He indicated that government 
would continue to support 
implementation of the MDCB 
mandate and strategy through 
provision of support, including 
funding for implementing its 
strategic ambitions. 

Parliament also heard that 
Botswana had recently launched 
digital technology of the online 
Mining Cadastral System, where 
the Department of Mines and BGI 

jointly undertook key projects to 
avail information and services 
globally through interactive online 
channels where investors can make 
enquiries and formal applications 
for prospecting licenses from 
anywhere in the world.

“This is one of the success 
stories of Botswana as it makes 
the country more accessible to 
investors globally and it is a 
milestone that puts Botswana 
well on the way of improving the 
mineral prospectively indices 
and transparency of the licensing 
process to the world class status,” 
he said.

Again, he said government 
was amenable to undertaking 
and developing processes that 
would assist growth of the mining 
industry and the ministry was 
researching more strategic funding 
approaches as well as reviewing 
the establishment of an exploration 
fund.

Kanye North MP, Mr Thapelo 
Letsholo had asked the minister 
to give an update on Botswana’s 
investment strategy, associated 
beneficiation as well as value 
chains development in the mining 
and minerals sector in the country.

Mr Letsholo also wanted to 
know if government was amenable 
to the proposal to develop a fund 
or capital markets infrastructure 
for mining start-ups that would 
allowed skilled citizens to be able 
to explore and get a start in mining. 
BOPA

Project viability, size guide 
government investment



Friday  February 24, 2023  No. 030   Page  7 DailyNews



Friday  February 24, 2023  No. 030  Page  8 DailyNews

20192023

An amendment to the Electoral Act is imminent as government 
endeavours to improve credibility of elections in Botswana. 
Answering a question in Parliament on Wednesday, Assistant 
Minister for State President, Mr Dumezweni Mthimkhulu said an 
Electoral (Amendment) Bill of 2023 would be brought before the 
National Assembly during the current sitting seeking to amend the 
Electoral Act to bar the use of smart phones and other gadgets at 
polling stations. Mr Mthimkhulu also said the amendment would 
also seek to make it mandatory for election officials to be impartial 
and neutral in the exercise of their functions and allow the electoral 
processes have checks and balances embedded in them to ensure the 
credibility of elections. “It is true that the names of public officers 
who vote in advance remain in the voters roll and this is because the 
roll cannot be amended at that stage in accordance with Section 27 
(d) of the Electoral Act,” he said. Further, he said other measures 
put in place to avoid officers from voting the second time included 
appending initials of the presiding officer and date at the back of 
their voter’s registration cards as well as striking off the names of 
such officers from the roll prior to the start of the poll on the general 
polling day. Member of Parliament for Francistown South, Mr 
Wynter Mmolotsi, had wanted to know of the plans put in place to 
ensure that the credibility of elections was improved. He also opined 
that public officers who voted prior to the general elections voted 
twice because their names remained on the voters rolls.

Department of Broadcasting Services principal engineer, Mr Boyboy Moreetsi (left) introducing new real 
time broadcast technology to Botswana Television camera operators Mr Kefilwe Keosentse (centre) and Mr 
Oarabile Bogosi in Tsabong Wednesday. Mr Moreetsi has been moving around the country drilling television 
personnel after the transition from analogue to digital transmission. He said the development would facilitate 
live television broadcasts and enhance coverage nationwide in real time. Photo: Calviniah Kgautlhe

Hopes to have a new primary school in Radisele village have been 
defeated as enrolment at the existing school does not warrant 
construction of another one. That came to light in Parliament from a 
response to a question by Assistant Minister of Local Government and 
Rural Development, Mr Sethabelo Modukanele on Wednesday. “There 
are no plans to construct a new primary school in Radisele. Radisele 
Primary School has not yet reached full operational capacity relative to 
the school enrolment. The student-teacher ratio is currently 1:25 which 
is within the ratio as per the Revised National Policy of Education of 
1994,” Mr Modukanele explained. He said the school currently had 
at 837 pupils and the numbers were below the stipulated threshold of 
880 pupils stipulated in the 1994 Revised National Policy of Education. 
Mr Modukanele also said the school had 22 classrooms and 37 toilet 
cubicles and had met the maximum infrastructure requirements of 
the revised education policy. “However, the ministry will consider the 
construction of a new school with other priorities through the normal 
planning processes,” he added. Member of Parliament for Serowe South, 
Mr Leepetswe Lesedi had wanted to know when a new primary school 
would be constructed in Radisele, owing to the population increase and 
expansion in the school’s catchment areas of Madiaela and Mokoro 
villages. 

GABORONE - Local 
authorities as implementers of 
the Ipelegeng programme ensure 
that beneficiaries within their 
jurisdiction received their dues, 
Minister of Labour and Home 
Affairs, Ms Annah Mokgethi has 
said.

Minister Mokgethi said this in 
response to a question in Parliament 
recently where she indicated that 
local authorities may use different 
legitimate, efficient and effective 
payment platforms to ensure 
smooth running of the programme.

“Owing to the number of 
beneficiaries that a local authority 
has to pay, these services are 
usually outsourced, therefore 

service providers are engaged 
using government procurement 
processes,” she said.

In April last year, she said, the 
City of Francistown entered into a 
contract for payment of Ipelegeng 
beneficiaries with Stanbic Bank 
through the Unayo facility, adding 
the bank was procured through an 
open bidding process.

“After the award processes were 
completed, City of Francistown 
began engagement processes with 
various stakeholders expected to 
use these services,” she added.

She told MPs that consultations 
with Ward Development 
Committees and Ipelegeng 
beneficiaries’ representatives were 

undertaken on April 6 last year 
where they were addressed about 
the new Unayo facility payment 
method, how it works and how the 
system operated,” she explained.

Also, she indicated that the 
council ensured that beneficiaries 
were sensitised on Unayo facility 
each time they were engaged and 
were to receive their payments 
since they rotated on monthly.

“However, I have been 
made aware that despite these 
consultative and awareness creation 
efforts, there are concerns from 
beneficiaries that they are unable 
to access or withdraw all their 
monies from the Automated Teller 
Machines (ATMs), especially 

amounts below P10. Any amount 
not dispensed remains in the 
beneficiaries account,” she said.

She further explained that the 
Unayo facility allowed beneficiaries 
to access their money from both 
ATMs and any other registered 
vendor. 

“My ministry sees the use of 
Unayo facility and any other 
mobile cash transfer services as 
a positive development given that 
beneficiaries access their money as 
and when they are in need. 

They do not have to queue and 
crime risks are minimised,” she 
added.

That, she added contributed 
to government’s efforts on 

digitilisation and financial 
inclusion, adding that the ministry 
would however strengthen public 
awareness efforts to ensure 
that beneficiaries were not 
inconvenienced.

“The bank charges P3.05 for 
each transaction per beneficiary 
and all these charges are borne by 
the local authority. No charges go 
to the beneficiaries as they receive 
all their dues,” Ms Mokgethi said.

Francistown South MP, Mr 
Wynter Mmolotsi had wanted to 
know if there were consultations 
done with beneficiaries before their 
wages were paid through the Unayo 
facility as well as charged by the 
facility and on wages. BOPA

GABORONE - Member of 
Parliament for Kanye North, Mr 
Thapelo Letsholo says recovery 
of the Government Investment 
Account (GIA) over the past year is 
a positive economic development as 
it will assist government in saving 
for the future.

According to Minister of Finance, 
Ms Peggy Serame, the GIA reached 
P17.8 billion in October last year 
from P9.8 billion in 2021.

Mr Letsholo said this when 
contributing to the 2023/2024 
financial year budget proposals in 
Parliament on Wednesday.

He argued that although modest, 
the increase would give government 
some cushion to plan for the future 
as well as cater for emergencies 
such as the COVID-19 pandemic.

The MP said it was an economic 
risk for government to have been 
forced to fund past developments 
as soon as they accrued.

Mr Letsholo was content on the 
fact that the finance minister, Ms 
Serame indicated in the budget 
speech that she was aware of the 
risk of overreliance on minerals, 
particularly diamonds.

“This concern is reasonable, so 
the minister needs our support on 
ways to address this risk and the 
Botswana Democratic Party (BDP) 

has shown the way in including 
value chain development as one of 
the national priorities,” he said.

He said it was a also good sign 
that on the issues of value chain 
development, government was 
specific on some sectors such as 
agriculture, tourism and mineral 
beneficiation.

Conversely, the legislator 
cautioned of the imminent need to 
ensure that value chains benefits 
were enjoyed by a majority of the 
citizens than just a handful.

Still on value chain development, 
Mr Letsholo said that he supported 
the President, Dr Mokgweetsi 
Masisi’s stance that the country 
should have more control on how 
much value its rough diamonds 
generated further down the supply 
chain post cutting and polishing.

He also appreciated the decision 
to allocate the education and health 
ministries the largest portion of 
the budget as the two were major 
elements of a productive and 
prosperous nation.

He called on the relevant 
ministries to overhaul the whole 
school syllabus, from primary to 
tertiary institutions, to make it 
relevant to the current trends of 
digitilisation.

For his part, Serowe South 

MP, Mr Leepetswe Lesedi was 
of the view that the 2023-2025 
Transitional National Development 
Plan (TNDP) only answered the 
needs of a few, particularly that his 
constituency was not catered for in 
the plan.

“Priorities of constituencies 
cannot all be the same. Government 
nationalised the priority of 
roads construction, which is not 
necessarily the priority in my 
constituency. We would have 
preferred projects like a second 
police station in Serowe over a 
road,” he said.

Mr Lesedi also advised 
government to introspect on the 
schools’ examination results, which 
he said had been declining since 
2020. 

He said such a decline was 
attributed to challenges such as 
shortage of stationery, furniture 
and food, which he said forced 
some learners to abscond.

He also urged the Minister of 
Finance to consider increasing the 
budget for the National Assembly, 
saying that in the past some 
committees failed to sit because 
of shortage of funds, something he 
said might continue as the budget 
for this financial year was still low. 
BOPA

GIA recovery positive 
economic dev. - Letsholo

Electoral Act amendment imminent

No new primary school for Radisele

‘Unayo facility payment welcome development’

Question & Answer
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Ms Serame said in efforts to address the rise of food prices, government came up with an initiative to 
cushion the impact on households by proposing to amend the VAT Act to revise the list of zero rated 
foodstuffs.

GABORONE - Government 
will continue to observe the trends 
and act appropriately in order to 
cushion citizens amidst the rising 
prices of basic food items.

Answering a parliamentary 
question on Wednesday, Minister 
of Finance Ms Peggy Serame 
acknowledged the significant 
increase in basic food items prices, 
which she attributed to the increase 
in commodity prices globally and 
domestically as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic which had 
impacted supplies and prices of 
food items for most people, both 
local and internationally.

“For this reason, the Ministry 
of Finance is proposing to amend 
the VAT Act to revise the list of 
zero rated foodstuffs,” Minister 
Serame said.

The minister said in efforts to 
address the challenge, government 
came up with an initiative to 
cushion the impact of rising food 

prices for households.
“It was in this endeavour that 

government, in August last year, 
decreased the rate of VAT from 14 
to 12 per cent for a period of six 
months,” she said.

She added that the period had 
since been extended to the end of 
the financial year on March 31 this 
year.

She also said cooking oil and 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) 
were zero rated for the same 
period of six moths and VAT was 
not charged for such items.

“However, the six months period 
for cooking oil and LPG lapsed on 
February 2 this year and therefore 
the items are now charged VAT at 
14 per cent,” she said.

Also, she said when the rate of 
VAT was increased or decreased 
the ministry expected VAT 
registered retailers or businesses 
to comply with the requirements 
under the law.

“This means that they are 
required to charge the correct 
tax, and to report all their sales 
to the commissioner general 
and accordingly pay the tax they 
collect,” she said.

Moreover, she said as part of 
compliance and enforcement 
measures, Botswana Revenue 
Service (BURS) guided tax 
auditors to conduct tax audits to 
check whether VAT was correctly 
charged and the correct tax was 
remitted.

MP for Selebi Phikwe East, 
Mr Kgoberego Nkawana had 
lamented increased tax which he 
said had made food to become 
expensive and unaffordable to 
many people.

As such, he wanted to know if 
there were any measures that had 
been put in place to make sure that 
retailers did not take advantage 
of tax increment and overcharge 
consumers. BOPA

GABORONE - Government 
should introduce measures 
that restrict vertical business 
integration by certain established 
chain store franchises.

Debating budget proposals 
for the 2023/24 financial 
year on Wednesday, Assistant 
Minister for State President, 
who is also Gaborone South MP, 
Mr Dumezweni Mthimkhulu 
explained vertical integration as a 
business model in which an entity 
controlled multiple stages of its 
production processes and supply 
chains.

Such business model, he said, 
worked against government’s 
efforts to promote a conducive 
business climate as a prerequisite 
for achieving inclusive economic 
diversification, sustainable growth 
and employment creation.

“It is of concern that 
government’s approach towards 
development of linkages between 
different stages in the production 
of goods and services with the aim 
of creating jobs and improving 
livelihoods, will be a wild goose 
chase if businesses continue with 
the monopoly of creating goods 
internally,” Mr Mthimkhulu 
cautioned.

Though in support of the 
2023/2024 budget proposals 
to create 35 000 jobs by the 
2024/2025 financial year, Mr 
Mthimkhulu noted that the 
target would be unattainable if 
government did not enforce laws 
that protected local producers.

“Realisation of the intended 
value chain approach should be 
accompanied by full enforcement 
of the Economic Inclusion Act 
concurrently with the Competition 
Act,” he said.

Mr Mthimkhulu pleaded with 
government to remove any trade 

and investment impediments 
between local producers and 
chain stores in order to attain the 
proposed business reforms in the 
2023/2024 budget proposals.

Contributing to the debate, 
Mochudi West MP, also Minister 
of Trade, Mr Mmusi Kgafela 
called for the construction of a 
new hospital in Mochudi under the 
2023-2025 Transitional National 
Development Plan (TNDP).

The hospital, he said, would 
relieve the dilapidated Deborah 
Retief Memorial Hospital which 
he noted was also not easily 
accessible due to its hilltop 
location.

He endorsed government’s 
commitment to deliver quality 
healthcare services to Batswana, 
by developing and implementing 
various preventative and curative 
programmes and improved service 
delivery.

“Residents of Mochudi West 
continue to plead with government 
to build a hospital in Mochudi 
to responds to their needs as 
the Deborah Retief Memorial 
Hospital is not easily accessible 
to the elderly and people with 
disabilities because it is located on 
a hilltop,” he said.

He said construction of a new 
hospital in Mochudi was long 
overdue as it was included in 
previous national development 
plans.

He added that he was hopeful 
that the new Mochudi hospital 
would be included in the 
P12.73 billion proposed for the 
development budget.

In his contribution, Ghanzi 
South legislator, Mr Motsamai 
Motsamai requested government 
to transform Ghanzi region into a 
beef producing zone.

“Government should, through 

Lobatse labour 
office records 915 
trade disputes

Government to cushion 
citizens on rising food prices

GABORONE - Parliament has 
heard that 915 trade disputes were 
reported at the Lobatse district 
labour office in the last three 
years.

This was revealed by Minister 
of Labour and Home Affairs, 
Ms Annah Mokgethi in response 
to a question in Parliament on 
Wednesday.

Ms Mokgethi said trade 
disputes registered comprised 
several issues which included 
unauthorised deductions, failure 
to pay severance benefits, wages 
and leave as well as suspension, 
unfair termination, repatriation, 
underpayment, sick leave and 
overtime.

Other issues, she said included, 
among others, paid public 
holidays, rest periods, allowances, 
trade union recognition, maternity 
leave, certificate of service, unfair 
labour practice, ill treatment, 
payment for working during rest 
days, failure to provide work and 
gratuity.

She added that out of the 915 
registered trade disputes, 229 were 
resolved over the same period and 

closed.
The minister further told 

Parliament that Section 5 (4) of 
the Trade Dispute Act provided 
that mediation be directed towards 
helping parties to the disputes to 
reach a settlement of the dispute 
principally by their own efforts 
and helping the parties on the 
incorporation of the terms of 
settlement into the agreement or 
collective agreement.

“Based on the above stated 
section, the mediator in resolving 
dispute or cases does not make 
a judgment or determination in 
favour of either party. 

Instead the mediator plays a 
neutral role to assist both parties 
to arrive at a resolution of dispute,” 
she said.

Lobatse Member of Parliament, 
Dr Thapelo Matsheka had asked 
the minister to state the number 
of employment and labour 
grievances reported to the Lobatse 
Labour Office over the past three 
years, types of disputes reported 
as well as the number of those 
resolved in favour of employees 
against employer. BOPA

MP calls for  restriction of vertical business integration
one of the reforms under Special 
Economic Zone (SEZ), strive to 
transform the Ghanzi region into 
a livestock producing hub given its 
cattle population,” he said.

Mr Motsamai said Ghanzi 
region was renowned for beef 
production hence transforming it 
into a beef producing zone would 
be an advantage to both farmers 
and the country’s beef industry.

He also pleaded with 
government to create a conducive 
environment for economic 
growth through provision of 
adequate infrastructure and better 
connectivity to farms to enhance 
productivity and efficiency.

“Infrastructure plays a key role 
in facilitating trade, as the road 
network, air transport, railways and 
logistics will result in increased 
trade flows that will yield positive 

economic growth,” he said.
He further criticised 

government for failing to connect 
part of his constituency to the 
telecommunications network as 
was the case in Bere and Kcaxae 
settlements.

Kanye South MP and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Dr Lemogang 
Kwape appreciated the 2023/2024 
budget proposal, saying it was 
drafted with the interest of all 
Batswana at heart.

“It is worth highlighting that 
the budget, if well implemented, 
will deliver broad-based 
transformation, create new wealth 
prospects and expand horizons 
for economic opportunities for all 
Batswana through a growth model 
that leaves no one behind,” he said.

Dr Kwape applauded the 
proposed construction of the 

Kanye stadium and the Kanye 
water master plan, adding that he 
was hopeful that local contractors 
awarded such projects would be 
patriotic in implementing them.

He said policies and projects 
implementers should stay 
committed to the cause of moving 
the country forward in order for 
the budget to produce tangible 
results and stay relevant to the 
current economic needs.

Conversely, he said he was 
disappointed that funds were 
at times returned back to 
government coffers during 
financial year ends due to lack of 
project implementations from the 
personnel. Therefore, he pleaded 
with the country’s workforce to be 
productive and timely in delivering 
services and project management. 
BOPA
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RAMOKGONAMI - Batsadi ba 
gakolotswe go atla maiteko a Lephata la 
Botsogo a go thibela malwetse mo baneng 
ba dingwaga tse tlhano go ba sireletsa mo 
diphatseng tsa malwetse ka go farologana.

Go lemosegile fa batsadi bangwe ba 
ithela moriti o tsididi fa go na le letsholo 
lepe fela la go kenta bana kgatlhanong 
le malwetse, selo se se bayang bana mo 
diphatseng tsa go angwa ke malwetse a a 
ka fengwang.

Modulasetilo wa khansele ya Mahalapye, 
Rre Banthasetse Merementsi o buile jaana  
kwa tshimolodisong ya letsholo la go tsena 
ntlo le ntlwana go fa bana lerothodi la go 
thibela bolwetse jwa go swa mhama e e 
neng e tshwaretswe kwa motseng oo ka 
Laboraro.

Letsholo le, ke la ngwana yo o tsholwang 
go ya kwa go yo o nang le dingwaga di 
supa.

A re letsholo le le tlaa bo le le dikgato 
tse pedi; lantlha le simologile maabane 
mme le tlaa wela ka Tshipi. 

Legato le le latelang le tlaa simolola 
kgwedi ya Mopitlo e le masome a mararo 

le bongwe go ya kwa go Moranang a tlhola 
gabedi mono ngwaga. 

Rre Merementsi a re thibelo e botoka 
go na le go alafa bolwetse bo setse bo 
tlhasetse, a tlhalosa gore bolwetse jwa go 
swa mhama bo borai e bile bo diragala 
ka tshoganetso, bo ama matsogo, maoto 
kgotsa mhama otlhe.

A re bolwetse jo bo ka tsena mongwe le 
mongwe, segolo jang yo o sa sirelediwang 
ka mokento a sena go tsholwa.

O boletse fa lekalana la botsogo la 
mafatshe la WHO le ne la tla ka lenaneo 
la go thibela le go nyeletsa bolwetse jwa 
go swa mhama.

Rre Merementsi a re dipatlisiso di supa 
gore ka 988, dipalo tsa bolwetse jo di ne 
tsa fokotsega go tswa mo diketeng di le 
masome a mararo le botlhano go ya kwa 
boratarong mo mafatsheng a feta lekgolo 
le masome a mabedi le botlhano ka 2021.

Rre Merementsi a re bana botlhe ba mo 
diphatseng tsa go tsenwa ke bolwetse jo, 
mme  thata bo tshabelela ba dingwaga tse 
di kwa tlase.

A re Lephata la Botsogo le ne la 
tshwanelwa ke go dira letsholo le ka gore 
fa go setswe ditsetlana tsa go tlhotlhomisa 

By Keagetswe Motsumi

MOLEPOLOLE - Dikhamphani di 
gwetlhilwe go nna le seabe mo go iseng 
thuto kwa pele ka e le botlhokwa mo go 
tokafatseng itsholelo le isago ya lefatshe 
leno.

Go abela dikole go supilwe fa go le 
botlhokwa ka go rotloetsa tshwaragano, 
popagano le lerato fa gare ga dikole le ba-
na-le seabe.

Moeteledipele wa Lephata la Thuto 
le Tlhabololo Dikitso Mme Motshwari 
Mabote o buile jaana kwa moletlong wa 
kabo dimpho tse banka ya First National 
e neng e di abela mokgatlho wa Dyslexia 
Social Support Services Botswana (DSSS) 
kwa Mmatseta bosheng.

Mme Mabote a re dimpho tse, tse di 
akaretsang matlwana a borutelo a le 
mararo, tablet tse  thataro le tse dingwe 
tse di tlhokafalang di lopile P250 000.

A re o dumela fa dimpho tse di tlaa 
tokafatsa seemo sa thuto e bana bao ba 
ntseng ba e fiwa ka e bile go supa fa go 
ntse go na le tlhaelo.

Mme Mabote o ne a akgola khamphani 
ya FNBB go tswelela ka mowa oo wa go 
aba mme a kgothatsa  dikhamphani tse 
dingwe go nna le seabe ka puso e ka seke 
e kgone e le nosi go tlhabolola matshelo a 
batho.

Mme Letang Jiri yo e leng mosimolodi 
wa mokgatlho wa DSSS a re mokgatlho 
o, o simologile ka 2020 ka maitlamo a go 
thusa bana ba ba nang le bothata jwa go 
bala le go kwala mme ba na le bokgoni mo 
ditirong tse dingwe.

A re gangwe le gape bana ba ba tshelang 
ka bogole ba a ikgatholosiwa, ka jalo ba 
ithaopa go thusa ba ba amegang go nna 
seikokotlelo sa matshelo a bone, le go ba 
thusa ka tsa tshidilo maikutlo.

A re go botlhokwa gore batsadi ba nne 

le tirisanyo mmogo le barutabana go 
thusa gore bana ba tsee thuto ya bone ka 
tlhoafalo ka jaana thuto e le boswa jo ope 
a ka sekang a bo tsaya mo go bone.

Mme Jiri a re go lemoga seemo sa 
ngwana a sale monnye go ka thusa gore 
a bone dithuso ka nako le go mo isa kwa 
dikoleng tse di faphegileng.

O ne a wetsa ka go leboga thotloetso e 
ba e amogetseng a re e bile ba tlaa tswelela 
ka go dira ka natla mo go ntsheng maduo a 
tlhwatlhwa go tsosolosa serodumo sa thuto 
mo motseng wa bone.

Rre Sandile Mampharing yo o nang 
le bothata jwa go kwala o ne a leboga 
mokgatlho wa DSSS go bo o mo thusitse 
mo go kwaleng buka ya gagwe e e 
bidiwang Dyslexia Dysgraphia in Africa.

A re go botlhoko go nna le motsadi a sa 
tlhaloganye bothata jo ngwana wa gagwe 
a nang le jone, ka jalo batsadi ba tlhoka 
thuto e e tseneletseng le tshidilo maikutlo 
ya go nna le ngwana wa mo-na- le bogole.

Rre Mampharing a re go dira jalo go ka 
thusa batsadi go lebagana le dikgwetlho 
tsa kgodiso ya ba-na-le bogole ba sa ba 
nyenyafatse.

O ne gape a re motho fa a na le dikitso o 
ka tlhabolola matshelo a batho ba le bantsi 
ka go amogana kitso eo le bone.

O ne a rotloetsa batsadi go dumela mo 
bokgoning jwa bana ba bone ba sa ba 
tshwantshanye.

“Thotloetso e kgolo gore ngwana a 
dire sentle mo dithutong tsa gagwe ke 
fa motsadi a dumela mo bokgoning jwa 
ngwana wa gagwe,” Rre Mampharing a 
ntsha la gagwe.

O ne gape a re dimpho tse FNBB e di 
abetseng mokgatlho wa DSSS di tlaa 
tlaleletsa mo ditsompelong tse ba ntseng 
ba na le tsone ka jaana bana ba ba nang 
le bothata jwa go bala le go kwala ba 
tlhokana le ditlamelo. BOPA

‘A bana ba falodiwe malwetse‘
le go latedisa bolwetse jo, go fitlhetswe 
mogare o o bo bakang mo mantleng kwa 
matangwaneng a leswe kwa Gaborone le 
Francistown ka 2022.

O ne a tlhalosa gore seemo seo se 
diphatsa ka go supa fa bolwetse jo bo le 
teng mo tikologong ntswa go sena motho 
ope yo bo mo amileng mo nakong ya 
gompieno.

A re motho o ka tsenwa ke bolwetse 
jo fa a ka nwa metsi kana dijo tse di 
kgotlhelesegileng kana a amana le mantle 
a motho yo o nang le jone.

Rre Merementsi a re bo ka thibelwa 
ka go tlhapa diatla ka molora pele ga go 
apaya, le fa motho a jesa ngwana, kana a 
sena go ola ngwana. 

Bo ka tilwa gape ka go tlhapa ka molora 
fa o ntsha motseto wa ngwana le fa o sena 
go etela ntlwana ya boithomelo gammogo 
le go phepafatsa tikologo.

O ne a rotloetsa morafe otlhe wa kgaolo 
ya Mahalapye gore ba dirisanye sentle 
le badiri ba lephata la botsogo gore ba 
sireletse bana ba bone.

A re dikai tsa bolwetse jo ke go swa 
mhama ga tshoganetso mo maotong kgotsa 
matsogo, go lapisega, botlhoko jo bo 
tseneletseng mo mmeleng, go gagamala 
molala le mokwatla, go metsa ka thata, 
tlhogo e e opang, go gotela, go feroga 
sebete, go kgwa, mala a a botlhoko le go 
bipelwa.

Mooki mogolo Mme Oreeditse 
Moikotlhai o boletse fa maikaelelo a 
tshimolodiso e e le go tsibosa setshaba gore 
letsholo la go fa bana lerothodi la go thibela 
bolwetse jwa go swa mhama le simologile.

Mme Moikotlhai o ne a rotloetsa batsadi 
ba bana go dumela gore bana ba fiwe 
lerothodi la thibelo bolwetse jwa go swa 
mhama ka bo le borai. BOPA

Go rotloetsa thuto 
go na le seabe mo 
itsholelong ya lefatshe
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  NARDI TENDERING PROCEDURES
T1.1 TENDER NOTICE and INVITATION 

TO TENDER

·     Tender Reference No. NARDI 005/2023

 TENDER FOR SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF FEED MONITORING SYSTEM AND SOFTWARE AT NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, GOODHOPE STATION

 

Sealed Tender offers are invited for the TENDER FOR SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF FEED MONITORING SYSTEM 
AND SOFTWARE AT NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, GOODHOPE STATION

 

·     The Procuring Entity is National Agricultural Research and Development Institute, Division of Animal Production and Health  

·     Procurement Method is: (Open Domestic Bidding).  

·     Tenderers must be registered with the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority in the following categories:

o      Code 120: ICT Technical Support Services

 Sub-code 01 Systems Development Services and maintenance services                                  

 

·     The tender is reserved for citizens or citizen contractors as stated under Section 76 of the Public Procurement Act. 

NB. Directive on the Economic Diversification Drive (EDD) will be applied in this tender as per the applicable EDD guidelines. 
For companies to benefit from this directive, they should submit certified true copies of their EDD certificates with the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry as proof that they are service providers.

 

·     The physical address for collection of tender documents is:

Department of Procurement & Supplies 

          National Agricultural Research & Development Institute 

          Gaborone, Botswana

          Physical Address: Setlhoa Village, Unit 2 Pinnacle Office Park 

·     Documents may be collected during working hours from Monday to Friday effect from 22/02/2023 

 

A non-refundable deposit of BWP 250 or BWP125 for Youth Owned Companies payable by electronic funds transfer. Proof of 
payment is required on collection of the tender documents.:

Acc Name: National Agricultural Research and Development Institute 

Bank: First National Bank 

Account Type: Business Cheque Account 

Account Number :62797125484

Branch Code  :284567

Branch Name: Kgale View 

Swift Code:  FIRNBWGXA  

 

·     Queries or clarifications relating to the issuance of these documents may be addressed in writing not later than 14 days 
before the tender closing date to Kefilwe Osupile, Procurement & Supplies Manager, National Agricultural Research 
and Development Institute.  Email address: kefilwe@nardi.org.bw

·     Clarifications relating to the technical matters of these documents may be addressed in writing not later than 14 days 
before the tender closing date to kethusegile@nardi.org.bw, Dr. Kethusegile Raphaka, Private Bag 00177 Gaborone, 
Tel: 3117667

 

·     The closing date and time for receipt of sealed tender offers is 1000 hours on 22/03/2023      

·     Late tender offers will not be accepted. 

·     The Bid Submission Method is: Two Envelope Submission Method in which the sealed original and 
all the sealed copies of the Technical Offer are placed in one separate sealed envelope, 
whilst the sealed original and all the sealed copies of the Financial Offer are enclosed 
in another separate sealed envelope. The two sealed envelopes are then placed in one 
outer securely sealed envelope.

 

·     One (1) original tender document marked ORIGINAL and 3 duplicate copies of the original  Document marked copy in one 
sealed envelope clearly marked

“Tender Reference No. NARDI 005/2023 TENDER FOR SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF FEED MONITORING SYSTEM 
AND SOFTWARE AT NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE, GOODHOPE STATION shall 
be delivered to: 

·     National Agricultural Research & Development Institute Head Office, Setlhoa Village, Unit 2 Pinnacle Office 
Park, Procurement & Supplies office, ground floor.

Shall be addressed to: The Chief Executive Officer, National Agricultural Research and Development Institute, 
Private Bag 00177, Gaborone, Botswana

The name and address of the bidder should be clearly marked on the envelope.

 

The Public Procurement Regulatory Authority Standardised Conditions of Tender for Services shall apply to this procurement, for 
which all the applicable Tender Data is contained in the tender documents. 

{Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing, the National Agricultural Research & Development Institute is not bound to accept the lowest or 
any tender offer.}

REF:   COFC 4/5/1 I (82)    
      
DATED:   20 February 2023

City of Francistown Council exists to provide quality social services and physical infrastructure through 
implementation of government policies and programmes. We do this in an impartial manner through 
competent, motivated and disciplined manpower in order to improve the quality of life of the community 
in collaboration with our stakeholders.

EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT

VACANCY CIRCULAR No. 3 of 2023
Applications are invited from suitably qualified, highly motivated and self-driven Botswana Citizens for 
employment on a two years contract for the below mentioned position tenable in the City of Francistown 
Council.

POST:  QUANTITY SURVEYOR – C1 (ASSISTANT CLERK OF WORKS)

SALARY:  C1 (P174,672 – P207,792) per annum

QUALIFICATIONS: Degree in Quantity Surveying or related field from a recognized University or  
  Academic Institution.
LEAVE:  30 Working days per annum

EXPERIENCE: A minimum of Four (4) years’ work related experience, as a Quantity Surveyor
REGISTRATION: Applicants should attach valid certified copies of Registration and Practicing  
  Certificate as a Professional Quantity Surveyor obtained from Quantity Surveying  
  Registration Council (QSRC), Botswana.
MAIN PURPOSE OF THE JOB
To assist and work jointly with the Senior Architect on site so as to coordinate, plan, manage and undertake 
overall responsibility of the performance and construction of a given project as Assistant Clerk of Works.
DUTIES:-

 Monitors building projects progress to carry out cost control analysis in order to avoid possible cost 
overruns and suggests preventative measures are in place.
 Prepares monthly cost reports on site and preliminary project final account.
Prepares valuation jointly with the Project Quantity Surveyor to facilitate issuance of project interim 
payment certificates.
 Notify the Senior Architect of any problems arising and any decision or variation required. In doing so 
ensure that no work with financial or time implications is undertaken without the Project Managers’/

Engineers’ written approval.
Also confirms quality assurance and ensure standards of workmanship conform to the specifications 
in collaboration with the Senior Architect.
 Ensure that Health and Safety measures are in place and implemented including interpretation of 
the Factories Act, Health Act and Electrical Regulations and routinely check related works, jointly with 
Senior Architect.
Ensure that all sub-structure work etc. is not covered up before re-measurement works are done in 
collaboration with the Project Quantity Surveyor.
Also ensures that, materials ordered for the project and delivered on site are as per specifications
 To undertake any other related duties as directed by the Town Clerk.

KEY COMPETENCIES REQUIRED 
 Problem Solving
Building Effective Team
Timely Decision Making
 Planning
Organizin
 Drive for Results

NB: ONLY SHORTLISTED APPLICANTS WILL BE RESPONDED TO.
Applicants should quote the reference and vacancy circular number giving the following details:

 Full name, address and contact numbe
 Certified copies of original academic certificates
 Certified copy of Omang and two (2) recent work related references (Not more than 2 years)
 Certified copy of Registration and Practicing Certificates
 Updated summary of career with duties (CV)

Applications should be addressed to:
The Town Clerk
City of Francistown Council
Private Bag 40
Francistown

CLOSING DATE: 21 MARCH 2023

OR Hand Delivered to Records Management Unit Office No. 868 – Civic Center, Francistown
NB: APPLICATIONS WITHOUT CERTIFIED COPIES WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED. ALSO FAXED AND 

EMAILED APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
For more information, please contact Human Resource Office at Telephone Number 2411050.

City of                   Francistown
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ClassifiedAds

Applications are invited for the following position:

DRIVER

Job Summary:

To provide messenger services to the Society

Qualifications and experience:

certificates and references to:

Closing date: 8     March  2023

VACANT POSITION

th

VACANCY
Programmes Coordinator/Researcher
Atleast 5 years’ experience in tertiary education environment.3 years in managerial position 
dealing with institutional Programmes development.
Must have a masters in development studies and a degree in education.
Business Studies-Lecturer
Atleast 10 years’ experience in lecturing with a minimum degree in business management.
Must have a BQA evaluation and assessors certificate.
APPLY TO Human Resource.  
P. O. BOX 1877-Main Mall Gaborone, Not later than 25/02/23

FIRST AND FINAL LIQUIDATION AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT

                                            ESHGB 000084/21

IN THE ESTATE OF THE LATE SPENCER GOMOLEMO LEFITLHETSWE who died at Sir Ketumile  Masire Teaching 

Hospital, Gaborone, Gaborone District, Botswana on the 09th day of March 2021.

 

FIRST AND FINAL LIQUIDATION AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT in the Estate  will lie open for inspection at 

the offices of the Master of the High Court at Gaborone for a period of twenty-one (21) days from the date of 

publication hereof.

Any objection to the Estate Account may be lodged the Master

 DATED at ………… On the ………….day of……………………………….2023.

______________________

The Executor

Mr Kagelelo Lefitlhetswe

P O Box 45732

Riverwalk        GABORONE

CELL: 72565248 / 73806197

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFIED COPY OF A LOST TITLE DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to apply for a certified copy of a lost Notarial Deed of 
Cession and Delegation of Lease No. FT MA 189/2020 dated the 0 made in favour of SEMINOLE INVESTMENTS 
(PROPRIETARY) LIMITED in respect of the following property: 

CERTAIN: piece of land being Lease Area No. 49 - MP
SITUATE: in the Bangwato Tribal Territory of Botswana 
MEASURING: 4092,7858 Ha (Four Zero Nine Two Comma Seven Eight Five Eight Hectares)
HELD UNDER: Memorandum of Agreement of Lease No. FT TG44/2011 between the Ngwato Land Board and Poitshego 
Matheatau and subsequent Deeds, the last being Notarial Deed of Cession and Delegation of Lease No. FT MA 189/2020 
dated 19th day of August 2020 made in favour of Seminole Investments (Proprietary) Limited 

All persons having objections to the issue of such copy are hereby required to lodge the same with the Registrar of 
Deeds for Botswana at Gaborone within three (3) weeks from the last publication of this notice.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS 6th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2023

BEWLAY CORPORATE LAW
Attorneys for the Applicant

Plot 3189, Sechaba Close 
Extension 12 
P O Box 2365 

Gaborone 

SPECIALIZED VEGETARIAN CHEF

BAPS SWAMINARAYAN HINDU MISSION BOTSWANA would 
like to invite suitable candidates for the position of Specialized 
Vegetarian Chef.
The candidate is required to have experience of a minimum 
period of 5 years in the preparation of vegetarian food and 
should have specific knowledge in preparing vegetarian 
food for offering to deities in line with Swaminarayan Temple 
requirements and Hindu Rites and Rituals in general.

The candidate is required to be decent, sober, non-alcoholic and 
non-smoker with references from previous employers.
In addition, the candidate is required to be expert and be 
able to cook various Gujarati meals , sweets & confectionaries 
i.e. mohanthal, penda, barfi, bundi ladoo, kaju katri, khaman, 
dhokra, kachori, samosas, ghota, bhajia, pav bhaji, vada pav 
including various other specialized vegetarian items.
The application should include:

-Letter of application
-Curriculum Vitea
-Certified copies of relevant qualification in cooking
-Certified copies of traceable references
-Certified copies of Omang and or passport

Interested candidates are required to submit their application to 
below indicated address latest by 15 March 2023
The Management Committee
Baps Swaminarayan Hindu Mission
P O Box 3048 Gaborone (Botswana)

WANTED: CARE GIVER

WE REQUIRE A CARE GIVER TO STAY WITH AND LOOK AFTER AN 

ELDERLY PERSON.

RESPONSIBILITIES

STAY WITH HER AT HOME

HELP HER IN HER DAILY ROUTINE OF BATHING DRESSING 

HELP IN HER DAILY COOKING REQUIREMENTS

HELP IN TAKING HER DAILY MEDICINES AND TO ATTEND TO

DOCTORS APPOINTMENTS

EXPERIENCE

EXPERIENCE IN CARE GIVING TO AN ELDERLY TO FULFILL ABOVE 

REQUIREMENTS

CHARACTER

NON SMOKER/NON DRINKER OF ALCOHOL

RELIABLE, HONEST AND GOOD ATTITUDE OF CARE GIVING

APPLY:

Mrs V S SHAH

P O BOX 782 GABORONE

CLOSING DATE:10 MARCH 2023

FARM WORKERS

BUSINESS SERVICES

NEIGHBOUR CONSULTATION

BOREHOLE DRILLING AT Low 

rates call: 76274598/ 76834659

2 FARMWORKERS NEEDED at 

Mandunayane, accommodation 

provided, salary and benefits. 

Send your CV to Njalakangwa 

Lupe P O Box 502 Gaborone. 

Deadline 14/03/2023  

6 FARM WORKERS wanted at 

Anbo Farms Bag T25 Tatitown, 

added advantage experience in 

cattle and crops contact Andrew 

Seeletso 2413689

TWO FARM WORKERS wanted 

at Jackalas no one, apply Box 

06 Ramokgwebana Lekang Phili 

71807513

OWNER OF PLOT no.69340, 

Gaborone North would like 

to inform neighbours of plot 

numbers 69341,69339,69450 

and 69449 of their intentions to 

build a double storey house.For 

objections contact Gaborone 

City Council at telephone n0.+267 

3907949 within fourteen(14) 

days of this publication.Contact 

Maipelo Sealetsa: 71 631 388

OWNERS OF PLOT 4048 Tonota 

informs neighbours about a 

change of landuse from single 

family residential to multi-family 

residential land development of 

a boundary wall. Objections can 

be raised within 14 days at Tonota 

sub district council physical 

planning office at 428 4248 /3133.

HERDBOY WANTED AT Sekoma. 

Apply to Lebang Motlogelwa P O 

Box 37 Sekoma or call 72768949.

3 FARM WORKERS wanted with 

experience of hyroponics. P O Box 

3780 Main mall

FARM WORKER NEEDED. 

Looking for farm worker to work 

at Disana ploughing field located 

at Disana Farms in Ramotswa. 

Please contact number 75198742

4 FARM WORKERS and Bio-

Gas Technician needed P O Box 

380 AAH Gaborone (Malaki 

Tshipayagae)

2 FARM WORKERS wanted at 

Sakutswane Lands in Otse. Write 

to Ketty Maningi Nasha P O Box 

AE 847 AEH Gaborone.

FARM WORKERS, A farm in 

Ditshegwane is looking for a 

foreman and farm worker. Call at 

+26771261423

FARM WORKER DIKGATLHONG

farm Box V876 Ramotswa

FARMWORKER WANTED FOR 

goats care and home fruit trees. 

Farm at Malotwana in Kgatleng. 

call 75070206 / 71774254

OWNERS OF PLOT-244, 245 &255 

are informed of change of land 

use from residential to Civic & 

Community (clinic) at Kasane plot 

254 objection call 72817381

THE OWNER OF plot 2026, unit 3, 

Thero Modikele  wishes to change 

landuse from single family 

to commercial (self catering 

apartments). Anyone with 

objection must contact Jwaneng 

Town Council Physical Planning 

Office

NEIGHBOURS OF PLOT 57744 

Gaborone Block 10 consult 

71533889 regarding change of 

landuse from single residential to 

self-catering apartments.

ADVERTS

365  3592
365 3593
365 3587
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Dear: Babereki SACCOS Members

NOTICE OF BABEREKI SACCOS SPECIAL GENERAL 

MEETING TO BE HELD AT FAIRGROUNDS, BOIPUSO HALL, 

GABORONE, ON THE 4TH MARCH 2023.

Notice is hereby given that there shall be a Special General 
Meeting to be held on Saturday the 4th March 2023 at 
Fairgrounds, Boipuso Hall from 08:00am.

Agenda: 

1. Opening Remarks
2. Society Updates 
3. Strategic Plan 2022-2027
4. Elections
5. Closing Remarks
6. Adjournment

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
                                                                  Masters Reference: ESHGB 000054/22

IN THE ESTATE of the late KELATLHEGILE KELLY TABONA who died at Deborah Retief 

Hospital, Mochudi on the 14 August 2020

NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that Debtors and Creditors in the above Estate are hereby required 

to pay their debts and file claims of whatever nature with the undersigned within thirty (30) 

days after the publication hereof.

DATED AT ______________on this _______________day of _____________2023

 ____________

 The Executrix

 Thandiwe Tatolo

P O Box 153

 Morwa

     Tel; 71365102

MAPHAKWANE. J
IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT GABORONE   
           Case No: CVHGB- 001529/21      
In the matter between:       
THE HOLLARD INSURANCE COMPANY
BOTSWANA (PTY) LTD                                                        APPLICANT

And

PHILLIP MOLAMU                        RESPONDENT

IN RE:
THE HOLLARD INSURANCE COMPANY
BOTSWANA (PTY) LTD                                                          PLAINTIFF
And

PHILLIP MOLAMU                                                                  DEFENDANT

SUBSTITUTED SERVICE
           (IN TERMS OF ORDER 8 (3) OF THE RULES OF THE HIGH COURT)

TO: PHILLIP MOLAMU, an adult male of full legal capacity resident whose last known place of resi-
dence is Gaborone. Further and better particulars of the Defendant are, to the Plaintiff unknown.[ Hereinafter 
called “Defendant”].
KINDLY TAKE NOTICE that by summons issued against you on the  30th April 2021 by the above-mentioned 
Plaintiff whose address for purposes of this suit is that of his Attorneys herein under stated, for the following 
reliefs:
i. Payment in the sum of P 257 355.00 being settlement amount;
ii. Payment in the sum of P 819.64 being assessment fees;
iii. Payment in the sum of P 12 150.00 being tracing charges.
iv. Interest thereon at the rate of 10% per annum tempore morae; and
v. Costs of suit; and
vi. Further and/or alternative relief.
And that an order has been made that the publication of notice of such summons shall be deemed to be good 
and sufficient service of the summons on you.
You are therefore required to enter an appearance to defend to the summons within Thirty (30) Days after 
publication hereof, with the clerk of the Court and to serve such filed appearance upon the Plaintiff’s Attorneys 
of record 
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that if you fail to give such notice within Thirty (30) Days, judgment may be granted 
against you without further reference to you.
DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS………    DAY OF ………………………..2021
   THE REGISTRAR
   GOBHOZA LEGAL PRACTICE
   Plaintiff’s Attorneys      Plot 115, Unit 19, Kgale Mews
   Gaborone International Finance Park
    P O Box 30884  GABORONE

We do valuation reports 
for transfer of ownership, 
purchase or selling price, 
investment analysis, loan 
application, insurance, divorce 
settlements etc. We cover all 
places within Botswana. 
Our valuations are accepted 
by banks, Land boards, CEDA, 
BURS, insurance companies 
etc. (MREIB/REAC). 

Contact us on 
3902552/71679761.
African Mall

 VACANCIES: 
Maranatha Academy of Excellence 

Secondary School is seeking the services of qualified, 

experienced, self-motivated, result-oriented professionals in the 

following fields:

1.        SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

     Qualifications and Experience

          - A relevant undergraduate degree.

          - A Post Graduate Diploma in Education.

          - A master’s Degree will be an Added advantage.

          - A minimum of 10 years’ experience in a private   

 school setting, at least 5 years should have been at   

 management level.

2.        SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS
Agriculture, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics, French, 

Business Studies, Accounting, Information Communication 

Technology and Setswana.

 

Qualifications and Experience.

        - A minimum of a Diploma in Education in the related  

 subject.

         - A relevant degree will be an added advantage.

         - Should demonstrate a high level of experience and   

 knowledge with Cambridge IGCSE, AS and Advanced  

 levels.

           - The ability to offer more than 1 subject will be an   

 added advantage.

Send your applications as a SINGLE PDF to 
maesecschoolprincipal@gmail.com, no later than 14th March 
2023.
Enquiries: (+267) 72714353 / (+267) 74085751 

Terms and conditions apply. 

This product is underwritten by Absa Life Botswana. Absa Bank Botswana 
(registered number BW00001237900) is regulated by the Bank of Botswana.

www.absalife.co.bw

That’s Africanacity. That’s Absa.

Visit any Absa branch or insure.absalife.co.bw 
to apply for a cover of your choice

The Botshelo Life suite of products is designed to protect the things 
that mean the most to you. In just 30 minutes, you can apply for 

for your whole life. We will also give you 20% of your premiums as 

Apply for lifetime cover in 
just 30 minutes. Diragatsa.

VACANCIES

PROPERTIES

OWNER OF PLOT 70619 

Broadhurst Tawana would like 

to change the land-use of the 

plot from residential to civic and 

community. Enquiries contact 

Gaborone City Council Planning 

Dept: 3657537

FARM FOR SALE at Kgalagadiau 

18 HA, Price P450,000.00 

Contact 71682709, Onalekitso 

Tlhogokima 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR 

MASITAOKA FC is looking for a 

Technical Director who will run 

the team’s Football Academy 

the following qualifications will 

be considered CAF A licence 

and experience in Football 

Development. Apply to General 

Manager @ masitaokafootball@

gmail.com or +267 71261423

UNIVERSAL BUILDERS, OWNER 

of plots: 37826, 37817, 37818 

and plot 37819, would like to 

consolidate and change the 

land-use of the resultant plot to 

Mixed Use. For inquiries contact 

Gaborone City Council Planning 

Dept. Office 78.

ADVERTS

365  3620 
365 3591
365 3599



Friday  February 24, 2023  No. 030

Dominating The 
Stands Since 1962
www.kutlwano.gov.bw

BEIJING - The Crossing Parallels: 
German Design 1945-1990 exhibition 
opened at the Tsinghua University Art 
Museum in Beijing on Tuesday. 

The exhibition showcases over 300 
design works by renowned German 
designers and design schools, covering 
categories such as industrial, furniture, 
textiles and jewelry designs, according 
to Du Pengfei, executive director of 
the Tsinghua University Art Museum. 

The exhibition was jointly 
organised by the Tsinghua University 
Art Museum, and Germany’s Vitra 
Design Museum and the Staatliche 
Kunstsammlungen Dresden (Dresden 
State Art Collections). 

Through design examples of 
different functions, the exhibition 
reflects the closely intertwined 
landscape of design and historical and 
social factors, among others, Du said. 

We want to present the development 
path of German modern design to 
the audience, so that people can have 
a more comprehensive and in-depth 
understanding of German design, Du 
said. 

“We also hope that the exhibition 
can offer references for design theory, 
practice and education in China.” 

The exhibition provides 
opportunities and possibilities for 
Germany-China collaboration in 
academic research on design culture, 
said Thomas Geisler, director of 
Kunstgewerbe museum, Staatliche 
Kunstsammlungen Dresden. The 
exhibition will run through the middle 
of April. Xinhua

ZHENGZHOU - Ma Xiaolin, a museum 
curator in central China’s Henan Province, 
has put a great deal of thought into the 
management of the Hongqi Canal, a major 
cultural relic site under national protection. 

Every day, more than 200 people patrol 
the canal, which is a massive irrigation 
project in Henan’s Linzhou City. 

This engineering feat was built in the 
1960s, according to Ma, head of Henan 
Museum. 

“With the proper use of technology, 
we’ll only need 30 people for the canal’s 
management, thus minimising costs while 
improving efficiency,” Ma said after 
concluding a survey on the protection 
and utilization of cultural relics with 
revolutionary legacy. 

Ma, 56, is a member of the 14th National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference (CPPCC). He 
has spent nearly three decades protecting 
cultural relics. 

Since 2018, when Ma became a member 
of the 13th CPPCC National Committee, 
he has submitted proposals on the safety 
of cultural relics every year. During a visit 
to several counties in Henan in 2020, Ma 
took note of the challenges in the protection 
and management of lower-level immovable 
revolutionary cultural relics. 

“There are more than 36 000 pieces of 
immovable revolutionary cultural relics 
across the country. While those of a higher 
level are usually well protected, those at a 
lower level, though huge in quantity, need 
stronger policy and financial support, more 
manpower, and better display to improve 
their protection,” Ma said. 

The following year, he submitted a 
targeted proposal at the annual session of the 
CPPCC National Committee, suggesting a 
raft of measures to strengthen the protection 
and utilization of immovable revolutionary 
cultural relics. Shortly afterwards, he 
received a reply from the National Cultural 
Heritage Administration.  At the end of 2021, 
the administration issued a circular, calling 
for greater protection of revolutionary 
cultural relics below the provincial level. 

Unfortunately, in July 2021, torrential rain 
damaged more than 400 cultural heritage 
sites across Henan. 

In response, at the annual session of the 
CPPCC National Committee in 2022, Ma 
submitted a proposal aimed at enhancing 
the emergency response capabilities of 
museums and other cultural relics protection 
institutions. “The safety of cultural relics is a 
red line not to be crossed,” Ma said. 

Ma believes that cultural relics are a 
form of ‘living history’, rather than ‘static 
antiques.’ “Cultural relics have to become 
part of people’s daily lives. 

It is where their true value lies,” he said. 
With that in mind, during the top political 

advisory body’s 2019 session, Ma submitted 
a proposal on popularising oracle bone 
inscriptions. 

Under the leadership of Ma, Henan 
Museum has taken several initiatives in 
recent years to connect the public with the 
cultural relics held within the museum, 
including the rollout of archaeological blind 
boxes that contain replicas of cultural relics. 

“With technology and innovation, relics 
from ancient times could become close 
friends in life,”Ma said. This year, Ma will 
continue to focus his work on the protection 
and utilization of cultural relics, and submit 
proposals to expand the global influence of 
Chinese culture. Xinhua

Curator preserves cultural relics 

ZHENGZHOU  - A woman viewing chime bells displayed at Henan Museum. Ma has put a great deal of thought into the 
management of the Hongqi Canal, a major cultural relic site under national protection. Photo: Xinhua

Exhibition 
of German 
design opens 
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By Anastacia Sibanda

GABORONE - Botswana 
Football League (BFL) has 
appointed Senzo Mbatha, a 
South African, as its chief 
executive officer.

He has been given a one-
year contract and will work 
closely with Patrick Motsepe 
as his under study.

In an interview, Mbatha 
said he was a football 
administrator of over 23 
years experience.

“There is nothing that I 
have never done in football,” 
he said, adding that he had 
been involved in football 
academies, semi-professional 
teams, professional clubs and 
international projects. 

Furthermore, he said he 
had worked in Tanzania for 
three years.

The former Orlando 
Pirates administrator said he 
was familiar with Botswana 
football and the league. 

He said one of the 
biggest challenges was 
that the football league 
was a new entity with a lot 
of governance issues that 
needed to be attended to as a 
matter of urgency.

He also said there were 
strategies that needed to 
be implemented to ensure 
the brand stood on its own, 
noting that the football 
league had been supported 
and administered by 
the Botswana Football 
Association. 

Mbatha also said it was 
important that structures 
were in place to bring back 
fans to the games and to 
professionalise clubs. 

He added that sponsors 
should want to be associated 
with the BFL brand. 

“I want to leave knowing 
that we no longer need to go to 

Mbatha new  

BFL chief 

executive officer

By Thamani Shabani

FRANCISTOWN - Orange 
FA Cup will commence in style 
in the north as the premier league 
outfit Eleven Angels take on the 
newly promoted First Division 
North league side, Mbalakalungu 
at Kasane Prisons Grounds on 
Saturday.

The duo’s encounter will be 
among eight matches that will 
be played over the weekend in 
various stadia in the north.

Eleven Angels are favourites 
and their recent league victory 
against Mogoditshane Fighters 
warmed the hearts of their 
followers.

Despite playing in the first 
division league, Mbalakalungu 
cannot be taken lightly. They 

may just cause an upset as they 
know each other from the first 
division league.

In an interview, Eleven Angels 
coach, Seemo Mpatane, said it 
would be an open game between 
two quality sides.

He said his boys were ready 
to take ‘the bull by its horns’ 
come Saturday, adding that he 
was glad to face Mbalakalungu 
without injuries. “I cannot avoid 
changes as we have been playing 
consecutive games in the premier 
league and some of my players 
are exhausted,” he added.

Mpatane said his side had 
been training to match their 
opponents’ fitness, adding that 
they would give their all during 
the game.

“We don’t want to be caught 

napping and as such we are 
taking Mbalakalungu seriously 
because teams have a tendency 
of defying those from premier 
league. If we relax, they might 
defeat us,” he added.  

Mbalakalungu head coach, 
Nchunga Lebuku, could not 
be reached for comment as his 
cellphone ran unanswered.

However, football critics 
opined that Mbalakalungu will 
take advantage of playing in their 
home ground to overcome the 
visitors.

The weekend will also see 
Serowe-based arch rivals Green 
Lovers and Miscellaneous 
locking horns at Serowe Sports 
Complex on Saturday.

Selebi Phikwe’s Super Stars 
United will play against Etsha 

Morning Stars at Sam Sono 
Stadium in Selebi Phikwe on 
Saturday.

Chadibe will meet Mogorosi 
Daillers in Serowe on Saturday.

On Sunday, Zowa United will 
face Bobonong outfit, Peace 
Makers at Diamond Chiefs 
Grounds whilst Nico United will 
travel to face Dukwi at Dukwi 
grounds on Sunday.

Rolling Guys will face 
Mahalapye outfit Santa Greens at 
BR stadium on Sunday.

Sankoyo Bush Bucks will 
play Masterpiece at Matlhakola 
Primary School grounds in  
Palapye on Saturday.

All games start at 4pm except 
for the Green Lovers and 
Miscellaneous encounter which 
will be played at 7pm. BOPA

Orange FA Cup kicks-off in north

By Keagetswe Motsumi and 
Bokamoso Khutsafalo

MOLEPOLOLE - Holy Ghost 
shocked Township Rollers as the 
two teams played to a one-all 
draw in an entertaining premier 
league game in Molepolole on 
Wednesday.

Rocking at the relegation 
zone, the Mmopane-based Holy 
Ghost pinned their hopes on the 
newly appointed head coach, 
Phillimon Makhwengwe, to 
come to the rescue for a ship 
that seemed to be at the verge of 
sinking.

And Township Rollers was 
seeking to buckle up as the 
campaign for the league title got 
even harder.

Both teams had many chances 

during the first half with Rollers 
dominating the first 10 minutes.

However, the home team piled 
more pressure on what was 
deemed a resolute defense. 

The holy boys remained 
compact most of the time, 
denying Mapalastina chances to 
attack.

Holy Ghost rattled Popa with 
a Misani Thupa goal in the 
34th minute and this upped the 
tempo with the visitors looking 
for an equaliser.

The second half saw 
rejuvenated sides, with both 
teams matching pound to pound 
in the search for a goal.

In the lure to get back into 
the game, Rollers introduced 
Tlhalefo Molebatsi, Motsholetsi 
Sikele and Terdius Uiseb for 
Jackson Lesole, Ototeng Dintwa 

and Siyanda Ngubo respectively.
The substitution breathed 

life into the visitors game, with 
Popa now pressing harder for an 
equaliser. 

They finally nodded home 
through Molebatsi’s scorcher to 
get his side back into the game.

The tempo changed with 
both teams visiting goal posts 
battling for a winning goal, 
ending the game with two sides 
having scored one goal apiece.

Holy Ghost assistant coach, 
Daniel Jim, said he was 
impressed with his boys’ 
performance. 

He said they had aimed for a 
point and that maximum points 
would have been a bonus and 
that they were now focusing on 
the next game.

“We have lost crucial points. 

We had to close the gap between 
us and Orapa United so that we 
can challenge for the league title. 
However, I am very ecstatic that 
my boys were able to come from 
behind and got an equaliser,” 
said Rollers Head coach Sergio 
Traguil.

Township rollers remain on 
position four with 29 points 
after winning seven games, nine 
draws and one loss. 

Their next assignment is 
against BDF XI billed for 
Sunday, while Holy Ghost take 
on another relegation threatened 
side, Extension Gunners, in 
what is anticipated to be a 
mouthwatering encounter.

The holy boys remain at the 
bottom of the log having secured 
eight points with only one win, 
five draws and 10 defeats. BOPA

Holy Ghost hold Township Rollers in league game

Mbatha

sponsors to ask for sponsorship, 
but rather sponsors coming to 
us because of the brand that we 
would have built,” he said.

Mbatha also said he was 
aware that the league did not 
have a sponsor and that the 
most critical issue was to 
ensure that they added value to 
the sponsors.

“Do we have what sponsors 
are looking for? Do we have the 
numbers,?” he asked, adding 
‘can we go back and say since 
you sponsored us this is what 
we have done for your brand,’ 
he said.

He said re-branding was 
inevitable and that good 
governance was paramount. 

“Fulfilling agreements with 
sponsors is very important, 
he said. He added that if the 
agreement was that without 
fail. BOPA
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By Anastacia Sibanda

GABORONE - Botswana 
Football League (BFL) board 
chairperson, Nicholas Zakhem, 
has pleaded with ABSA Bank to 
consider being the league  sponsor.

He was speaking at an event in 
Gaborone on Wednesday where 
the bank announced a P17 million 

league sponsorship. 
“Imagine the league being 

called ABSA Premier League, 
we want to wear ABSA all over, 
we want you to come on board,’ 
Zakhem said.

He said, by being the title 
sponsor, ABSA would be 
ploughing back to the community.

He said BFL was still finding 

Zakhem woos ABSA

Botswana Football League board treasurer, Jagdish Shah (left), Zakhem (second left), Pheko-Moshagane and BFA president, Maclean Letshwiti (right) during a sponsorship 
announcement press conference in Gaborone on Wednesday. ABSA has sponsored BPL to the tune of P1.7 million. Photo: Gothusang Lesego.

its ground given that it took 
its autonomy from Botswana 
Football Association in 2020.

For her part, ABSA Bank 
managing director, Keabetswe 
Pheko-Moshagane, said the 
sponsorship package would be 
used to support the league in 
various ways such as running of 
the games and completion of the 
remaining fixtures.

She said the bank was proud to 
support the league, adding that 

in the past two seasons, they had 
invested approximately P7 million 
to help grow football.

“We believe this is a testament 
of our commitment to continue to 
make a meaningful impact in the 
communities and societies that we 
operate in,” she added.

Pheko-Moshagane said ABSA 
understood the importance of 
football, which she described  as 
a unifying force.

Football, she said, was also 

important part of Botswana 
culture and a key contributor to the 
economic and social development 
of the country.

The ABSA boss further said 
football was also a source of 
national pride and joy, hence the 
bank finding it prudent to support 
BFL. “We still have a long way to 
go and organisations like ABSA 
can play a key role in building the 
sport fraternity in Botswana,” she 
said. BOPA


