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Chairperson of the standing committee on the remuneration of MPs, councillors, members of Ntlo ya Dikgosi and specified offices, 
Justice Monametsi Gaongalelwe (left) being sworn in at Office of the President yesterday. With him are assistant general counsel, Ms 
Tshidiso Ratladi (centre) and committee member, Ms Seabo Keorapetse. All nine members of the committee took the oath of office 
together with two officers making up the secretariat. Minister for State President, Mr Kabo Morwaeng (insert) said the committee, the 
first of its kind in Botswana, had an enormous task of setting precedence. Photo: Thompson Keobaletswe

Committee takes oath
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By Esther Mmolai 

MAUN - North West District 
councillors have resolved to send 
a delegation to the Office of the 
President to seek intervention 
regarding long-standing issues in 
their district. 

They expressed displeasure 
during a council session in 
Maun Tuesday noting that 
some issues had been pending 
for years and responses from 
relevant ministries were not 
satisfactory. They cited the issue 
of recognition of Ditshiping 
settlement which dated back to 
2017 when the council made a 
resolution to request a special 
waiver for the recognition of 
the settlement situated within a 
Wildlife Management Area. 

The resolution came after 
residents asked for elevation of 
the settlement to village status 
as they argued that Ditshiping 
lacked developments such 
as a school, clinic, roads and 
other amenities among others. 
However, the relevant ministry 
rejected the request on grounds 
that the settlement did not meet 
requirements stipulated in the 
National Settlement Policy. 

However, councillors requested 
a waiver on compassionate 
grounds as residents had 
difficulty accessing services 
because of its location in the 

Okavango Delta.
Earlier on, North West council 

secretary, Mr Motlogelwa Thuso 
informed the house about a 
response from the ministry of 
Local Government and Rural 
Development which indicated 
that it was still consulting other 
stakeholders on the issue. 

The response did not sit well 
with councillors hence the 
resolution to seek intervention 
from either the President or his 
deputy. 

Bojanala area councillor, Mr 
Luke Motlaleselo expressed 
frustration at the delays, noting 
that residents were losing trust in 
the council as they now believed 
it was not responding to their 
needs. 

He argued recognition of 
Ditshiping could have long 
been addressed were it not for 
“delaying tactics”. 

On other issues, Cllr Ntlogelang 
Kebonyekgotla of Boyei ward 
said the matter of establishment 
of Qorotsha settlement should 
also be prioritised as it had 
delayed.

The settlement came into 
existence in 2013 through a 
cabinet directive cab 18, 2018. 

The settlement falls within 
Kareng extension area and it has 
long been expected that Rural 
Area Dwellers (RADs) within 
the locality would be relocated 

to Qorotsha but the exercise has 
taken long as it was reported 
that the move was stalled by 
unavailability of water. 

“It had been ten years now and 
the project is not yet completed. I 
call upon the council leadership 
to prioritise this project for the 
benefit of the community. We 
should request budget from the 
government to undertake some of 
the developments lacking behind 
such as a clinic and school,” said 
Mr Kebonyekgotla. 

While he appreciated efforts 
made by the council to come 
up with a long-term solution for 
sourcing water from as far as 
18km from the settlement, Cllr 
Kebonyekgotla noted that other 
stakeholders should also come 
on board to bring services to the 
new settlement so that residents 
could easily access them. 

So far the council had 
constructed houses and kraals 
but lack of water stalled the 
exercise to relocate residents, he 
said North West District Council 
chairman who is also area 
councillor for Khwai/Mababe 
concurred that the project should 
be prioritised adding that they 
should also request funds for the 
completion of the project. 

All relevant departments, he 
said should also play their part to 
ensure residents enjoyed services 
once they relocated. BOPA

By Goweditswe Kome 

FRANCISTOWN - No family 
is immune to the drug abuse 
problem that continues to plague 
Botswana, as more and more 
young people fall into its trap. 

But there are tell-tales, which 
may help parents to yank their 
children from the perilous route 
of addiction, says Francistown 
Police Narcotics, Fauna and 
Flora Investigations (NFFI) 
Unit’s detective sergeant Masego 

By Goweditswe Kome 

FRANCISTOWN - The 
pattern of, and growing number 
of violent crime in Botswana is 
indicative of the creeping illicit 
drug problem that threatens 
to smother the entire country, 
says Francistown City Mayor 
Mr Godisang Radisigo. He was 
speaking at a dialogue session 
on drug use hosted by the First 
Lady Ms Neo Masisi this week. 

He said the family structure 
bore the brunt of illicit drug use 
and this threatened the stability 
of communities and the nation, 
which were built upon it. 
“This has also contributed 
to the non-functioning of the 
family structure as evidenced 
by increase in the number of 
socially disorganised families 
that that deal in drugs,” he said. 

Mr Radisigo observed that 
the proliferation of drugs, 
especially in schools could 
defeat government’s efforts 
to create a knowledge-
based economy as well as 
achievements in terms of 
human capital and skills 
development as espoused 
in the Transitional National 
Development Plan. Therefore, 
he said, it was important for 
everyone to do their best to 
stop drug trafficking and abuse 
from growing into a bigger 
problem than the country was 
currently dealing with. 

He said the Francistown 
City Council would intensify 
public education around the 
issue. “Already there’s been a 
lot of community engagement 
through different forums to 
discuss, share and guide one 
another on drug use,” he said. 
Speaking at the same event 
Ipopeng Ward councillor Ms 
Jenamiso Mojaki said one of 
the gaps identified in attempts 
at solving the challenge of drug 
trafficking in the country was 
family or parents who failed 
to report drug dealers. She 
therefore called on community 
leaders and stakeholders to 
collaborate through workshops 
and meetings to fight drug 
trafficking and abuse. BOPA

Drug abuse: Police share telltale signs

Frustrated NWDC to seek 
President’s intervention 

Modibedi. 
She was speaking at a dialogue 

session on drug use hosted by 
the First Lady Ms Neo Masisi 
here recently. Parents, she said, 
should look out for the following 
in the behaviour of their children 
and their environment: Change 
of character, behavior, loss of 
manners, retaliation, being overly 
defensive; irregular sleeping 
patterns and times; excessive 
or too little appetite; strange 
dressing habits with boys often 
sagging their trousers (wearing 
them significantly below the 
waistline), and girls showing off 
a little too much of their body; 
red eyes, and lip discolouration 
(ditatswa.) 

A child into drugs would 
continually or constantly change 
friends, keep appearing and 
disappearing from home as they 
constantly had to go and sniff or 
puff to satisfy their craving, she 
said. 

In the house or/and their 
children’s bags, parents should 
look out for small shining plastic 
packages with greenish residue, 
dagga seeds or white powder; 
small papers made into straws or 
actual straws, which she said they 
used for sniffing; As children 
were becoming aware that 
parents were observing them, 
they devised ways of hiding 
drugs, especially where they 
were the ones selling to other 
pupils. Belts, ties and bag straps 
became choice hiding places. 

“So, you need to examine 
these,” she said. 

But parents should also be 
careful not to give their children 
money unnecessarily as they 
tended to use it to buy drugs at 
school. 

“Although they have meals 
at school, you give them more 
than enough money,” she said, 
adding the children often pooled 
together to raise more monies to 
buy drugs. 

Limiting the amount of 
money you gave to your child 
and observing their behaviour 
to ensure they have no drugs 
on their bags and belts was not 
enough, said detective sergeant 
Modibedi.

“There are some detergents at 
home that they use for drugs. 

These include nail polish, glue, 
methylated spirits, thinners and 
others which they mix with bread 
to share with friends at school,” 
she said. 

On how the children became 
addicted to drugs, detective 
sergeant Modibedi said some 
started off experimenting. “Some 
started off by finishing stubs left 
by users, others took advantage 
of being sent by parents to 
buy drugs, which gave them 
unfettered access to the drugs,” 
she said. 

Detective sergeant Modibedi 
said as the police they were 
greatly concerned about use of 
illicit drugs, especially by young 
people, adding in most cases, 
learners were merely peddling 
the drugs for someone older. 

However, she said, such 
children often refused to tell 
the source of their drugs, and 
urged parents, teachers and other 
stakeholders to work together 
with the police to identify and 
report peddlers and users. BOPA

Growing 
crime 
indicative of 
illicit drug 
use 

Francistown City Council clerk, Mr Stephen Motlogelwa (left), Mr Radisigo (centre) and Officer 
Commanding No 15 District Senior Superintendent, Mr Kabo Badirwang at a dialogue session on drug 
use hosted by Ms Masisi recently. Mr Radisigo said it was important for everyone to do their best to stop 
drug trafficking and abuse from growing into a bigger problem. Photo: Gaseitsiwe Moruakgomo
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By Mooketsi Mojalemotho

MATSILOJE - In order to 
handle contemporary challenges, 
the 21st-century learner needs 
to be equipped with soft skills 
hence the birth of Nna Ke Naledi 
programme. 

“Twenty-first-century learning 
is a development of highly 
valuable skills set for the future. 
This 21st-century learner should 
have the critical thinking, be able 
to communicate, collaborate and 
be creative,” said First Lady, Ms 
Neo Masisi at Matsiloje Junior 
Secondary School on Wednesday. 

She said Nna Ke Naledi, one 
of her flagship programmes, was 
aimed at preparing and developing 
pupils for the future by equipping 
them with relevant skills during 
the formative years of eight to 18. 

The life skills include self-worth, 
exposure to do work, simulate 
collaboration, public speaking, 
ability to embrace divergent 
views and develop leadership 
skills. Learners were informed 
that the drive to excel in life was 
incumbent upon them. 

“We want to see these young 
people thrive into young adults 
with dreams that will contribute 
to the upliftment of themselves, 
their communities and the nation,” 
she said and urged pupils to start 
perceiving themselves as global 
citizens. Soft skills, according 
to the first lady, put learners in 
good stead to secure employment 
as the job market was looking for 
problem solvers and emotionally 
intelligent individuals. 

So far, the programme has 
imparted life skills to learners in 
Kasane, Molepolole and Moshupa. 

Besides drawing from some of 
the aspirations of Vision 2036, the 
programme is also in line with one 
of the Sustainable Development 
Goal aimed at ensuring inclusive 
and equitable quality education 
and lifelong learning opportunities 
for all. 

Area MP and Minister of 
Education and Skills Development, 
Dr Douglas Letsholathebe 
expressed happiness that Ms 
Masisi had planted a seed that 
would sprout and bring the best 
out of children. He concurred with 
the first lady that soft skills were 
paramount if today's young people 
were to make it in life. 

“There is nothing that can make 
people equal than education,” 
he said, emphasising that as the 
portfolio minister, he remained 
unflinching in his solemn vow to 
turn the education sector around. 
In an interview with BOPA, Ms 
Onneetse Simane, a guidance 
and counselling teacher at 
Matshelagabedi Primary School, 
said she was ecstatic about the 
programme. “What the First 
Lady is doing will help make 

By Bonang Masolotate

GABORONE - Commonwealth 
membership affords Botswana 
a wider platform to promote 
national interests and a voice on 
important global issues, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs permanent 
secretary Ambassador Dr Gladys 
Mokhawa has said. 

Explaining to BOPA the 
relevance and significance of the 
organisation in an interview on 
Wednesday, Dr Mokhawa noted 
that the Commonwealth played a 
critical role in the development of 
member states as well as shaping 

the global agenda. 
The permanent secretary said 

Botswana, which joined the now 
56-member organisation soon 
after independence in 1966, had 
derived many benefits from its 
membership including financial 
and technical assistance as 
well as expertise in different 
areas such as trade negotiations, 
infrastructure development, 
youth and sports programmes, 
public service reforms, anti-
corruption initiatives, mining and 
management of parliamentary 
affairs. Dr Mokhawa explained 
that the Commonwealth was a 

voluntary association of countries 
that shared common values of 
development, democracy, good 
governance, justice, human 
rights, and respect for the rule of 
law, peace and security. 

“Commonwealth promotes 
these values at national and 
international levels. Member 
states have no legal obligation 
to one another but are connected 
through the use of the English 
language and in a majority of 
cases, historical ties,” she said. 

Botswana this week joined 
other member states in hoisting 
the Commonwealth flag for 

Ms Masisi (right) interacting with Matsiloje Junior Secondary School pupils. She said Nna Ke Naledi, one 
of her flagship programmes, was aimed at preparing and developing pupils for the future by equipping 
them with relevant skills during the formative years of eight to 18. Photo: Gaseitsiwe Moruakgomo

Dr Mokhawa

21st century 
learning reaches 
Tati East

pupils more assertive and take 
responsibility for their lives going 
forward,” she said. 

A Matsiloje Junior Secondary 
School Form One pupil, Natasha 
Changungoni, said the platform 
had boosted her self-confidence 
and that she was now in charge of 
all her future prospects. 

Earlier, Kgosi Eric Moipolai 
of Matsiloje had waxed lyrical 
about what he termed the sterling 
job the first lady was doing in an 
effort to develop young people. 

He requested that the Nna Ke 
Naledi sessions be held virtually 
in order for out-of-school youth to 
benefit. 

Matshelagabedi, Matsiloje and 
Matopi primary school pupils 
as well as Matsiloje Junior 
Secondary School learners 
participated in Wednesday’s 
session. BOPA

Commonwealth gives Botswana wider platform
peace as part of efforts to promote 
2023 as the Commonwealth Year 
of Peace. 

Raised at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs grounds since 
Monday, the flag features a white 
dove on the right hand corner 
and symbolises the organisation’s 
shared values and principles 
including cooperation on 
economic and social development, 
diversity, respect, friendship and 
promotion of peace around the 
world. 

The event coincides with 
the organisation’s celebration 
of the 10th anniversary of the 
Commonwealth Charter and 
buttresses collective commitment 
to peace as a central tenet of the 
charter. The organisation dates 
back to the 20th century when 
most former British colonies 
gained independence and is 
made up of the United Kingdom, 
its former colonies as well as 
previously non-British territories.
BOPA

By Bonang Masolotate

GABORONE - The 
inaugural standing committee 
on the remuneration of MPs, 
councillors, Ntlo ya Dikgosi 
members and specified offices 
has the onerous task of laying 
the groundwork and terms of 
references for future use. 

This was said by Minister 
for State President Mr Kabo 
Morwaeng when swearing in 
the nine-member committee in 
Gaborone yesterday. 

Mr Morwaeng said the 
committee, the country’s first, 
had an enormous task of setting 
precedence. 

Chaired by retired judge 
Justice Monametsi Gaongalelwe, 
he said the committee had the 
expertise and experience crucial 
for execution of its mandate. 

Mr Morwaeng said the 
members, Ms Maipelo 

Motshwane, Kgosi Segale 
Linchwe, Mr Charles Tibone, 
Ms Juliana White, Dr Lucas 
Gakale, Mr Tshokolo Timothy, 
Ms Seabo Keorapetse and Mr 
Berzack Maphakwane were 
individuals of high integrity. 

The minister advised the 
committee to leverage on best 
practices from others countries. 

Emphasising the need for the 
committee’s independence, he 
said autonomy was crucial for 
giving its work credibility in the 
eyes of the public. 

Mr Morwaeng gave the 
assurance that the committee 
would operate without any 
influence from politicians. 

He explained that the 
committee was established by 
an act of Parliament following 
a recommendation by the 
presidential commission on 
salary review chaired by Justice 
Gaongalelwe. 

According to the minister, the 
commission reasoned that it was 
not ideal for Parliament to review 
its own conditions of service, 
including remunerations. 

“As the government we 
resolved to implement the 
recommendation from the 
committee,” he said. 

Justice Gaongalelwe said 
previous committees on salaries 
and conditions of service for 
MPs, councillors and Ntlo Ya 
Dikgosi members worked on an 
ad hoc basis. 

“It is difficult and novel 
because we are not going to have 
specific terms of reference. The 
act gives us a broad mandate 
and we are to operate within that 
mandate,” he said. 

The standing committee’s 
tenure is three years. 

Ms Tebogo Mothei and Mr 
Nkosiyabo Moyo make up its 
secretariat. BOPA

Salary committee members take oath
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Languages day celebration of mother tongue
By Bakang Wren

GABORONE - One’s mother 
tongue is a great source of 
pride therefore all tribes have 
welcomed government’s decision 
to introduce indigenous languages 
as a medium of instruction at 
lower primary school level. 

As the country gears up for 
celebrating National Languages 
Day in Mmathethe tomorrow, 
Bangwaketse, Barolong and other 
tribes found there are ready to 
showcase their languages. 

BOPA reporter, Bakang Wren 
had a chat with individuals of 
different languages about what 
the day means to them. 

In Tswapong, Tik Tok 
Influencer, Tshepo Makati who 
has earned popularity because 
of her rich Setswapong, said 
she appreciated the fact that 
government recognised the 
different languages found in 
Botswana. 

She had this to say; 
“Chetswapong ke puo ya rena 
Batswapong e re e radang 
thada ka hore che re rotoeja ho 
itse le ho ikhantsha ka ngwao 
ya Rena ya chetswapong. Ke 
deme e re ipswinang ka yone 
ho ghwa bonyenyaneng re le 
bighabadiana hoo hithelela re 
Nna bakhwegholo kana baholo. 
Re ruda le baana kana tswe 
binnye ho ghwa bonyenyaneng 
hore ba ipele ka deme e ya 
chetswapong ka ele ngwao ya 
Rena e tona. Re itumetje thada 
ka hore goromente yaanon o 
simolotje go ruda dipuo tse Di 
fharologaneng mo dikweleng se 
se raya hore baana ba ta iphwina 
ka ngwao ya bone. Ke puo e 
batho ba e radang thada ba Nna 
ba kopa hore re ba rude”. (“We 
cherish speaking the Setswapong 
language. We have embraced it 
from a young age and we are proud 
to even transfer the knowledge to 
our children as part of the legacy. 
We applaud the government for 
introducing indigenous languages 
at primary schools. This means 
that our children will continue 
the legacy and know the worth of 
their language.”) 

Babirwa have also welcomed 
the initiative with Yame Tukish, 
a young fashion designer from 
Semolale, saying in her mother 
tongue; “Ke dhumela hore bana 
mo dikweleng ba rutiwe ka 
sehabona hore ba tlhalohanye 
botse,se seka dhiya hore madhuo 
a bhana a nne bhetere ka ke se 
ba se tlhalohanyang ebile ke seba 

se yapang ha ba ine bakgotsi ba 
bona le metseng ya bona Beyale 
ba ka se nyakalale ghudu.” (“I 
believe when pupils are taught 
in their mother tongue they will 
grasp the lessons better and that 
will lead to improved academic 
performance.”) 

Representing the Otjimbanderu 
language, Vipingasana Murangi 
said teaching children in their 
language instilled a sense of 
identity and taught them to accept 
and be proud of their heritage. 

“Ondengu jo ku njandera 
omaraka uetu ovature va 
Tjauana okuhandjaura kouje 
kutja otjimbanderu eraka 
ndji hi ngirua mo Botswana 
uina,” stated Murangi. Murangi 
said, Omahongero meraka ro 
tjimbanderu mae njanukisa 
omitima vio vambanderu, pendje 
ondero okumuna omàmbo 
ngatjagua meràka rò tjimbanderu 
otjima peurike ondoneno mo ma 
hongero ue raka.

Kalanga author, Jabulani 
Makwanda’s says “ikumbulo 
waka naka kwazo. Bathu be 
njudzi dzimbwe dzi singa 
lebeleke itswana hababilo milila 
kuti ndimi dzabo dzi diyiwe mu 
swikwele ne ku shingisiwa mu 
Shango. Shuba le ndimi dzi Africa 
lo bhatsha kwazo kuti tizibe kuti 
tose tina ndimi dzatino leba 
kakale this leche dzifa Ndiyiwa 
kwe ndimi dzose muzwikwele ku 
thama kuti bana bano tangisa 
ikwele bahwisise. Kakale bathu 
ndiko kwabano kwala whalo 
dze ndimi dzabo. Iswi be mjudzi 
dzinoyi dzi minor to kumbila 
kuti tose tilizane. Dzose ndimi 
dzi lebgwe kakale ku bagwe dzi 
khani nadzo.” (“Government has 
come up with a good initiative, 
it’s a good gesture. Bakalanga 
have a group that is lobbying 
for recognition of languages, 
therefore it’s helping them to 
achieve their goal. Minority 
tribes have been fighting for 
recognition and the use of mother 
tongue and this will help students 
to understand the world better. It’s 
a good thing and it encourages 
people to learn different 
languages. We have learnt that it 
is working in other countries such 
as South Africa. This will also 
help in the development of the 
country. We will see many books 
written in different languages. 
Also research will be done.”) 

Former Botswana Television 
presenter, Greg Losibe’s take 
on the day is that “e raya 
kgololeshego ya boleng jwa puo... 

Dr Dikoloti (left) handing over gifts for Digawana Primary School to Good Hope District principal 
education officer, Mr Moses Dintoe (second row left), PTA chairperson, Ms Thandie Mogapi (third 
right), vice secretary, Ms Malebogo Bakgoeng (second right) and Digawana Village District Committee’s 
Ms Utlwanang Mothibi at the school on Wednesday. Photo: Keith Keti

Providing equal opportunities 
for all pupils paramount
By Keith Keti

DIGAWANA - Investing 
in education is critical for 
economic growth and prosperity 
to take hold, says Mmathethe/
Molapowabojang MP, Dr Edwin 
Dikoloti. 

Speaking during a presentation 
of school learning aids and 
football, volleyball and netball 
balls to Digawana Primary 
School by the World Group of 
Companies this week, he said 
there was a strong correlation 
between education and the 
economy. 

“Increased investment in 
education leads to increased 
economic growth and higher 
gross domestic product,” said Dr 
Dikoloti. 

Urging other businesses 
to emulate World Group of 
Companies, he said the country 

envisioned an education system 
that was at par with international 
standards. 

The MP said education must be 
a vehicle for continuous positive 
change that would enable people 
to build a better world. 

Schools, Dr Dikoloti said, must 
improve academic performance 
and develop children’s capabilities 
in order to transform their lives. 

Saying the sport balls were 
meant to hone the skills of pupils 
at a tender age, he called for the 
development and exploitation of 
every child’s physical, cognitive, 
emotional and social abilities. 

In addition, he said all children 
should have the opportunity to 
go to school and their academic 
development should not be 
impeded by anything explaining 
that equal opportunity meant 
ensuring that all children had 
access in all aspects of the 

learning process. 
The MP encouraged pupils 

to be critical thinkers, problem 
solvers and innovators. 

Dr Dikoloti, who is Minister of 
Health, vowed to continue asking 
for donations in an endeavour to 
level the playing field for pupils 
in his constituency in order to 
help them achieve academic 
excellence. 

For his part, the school 
head, Mr Gaofenngwe Lesole 
said enrolment stood at 546 
comprising 290 boys and 256 
girls. 

He said teachers and 
stakeholders were doing 
everything in their power to 
improve academic performance 
noting that in the 2021 Primary 
School Leaving Examinations 
the school registered a 52 per cent 
pass rate and scored 68.7 per cent 
last year. BOPA

e raya kamogelo ya shekao ja go 
nna le lezwe mo shechabeng, go 
zewa gore motjho ebile o hogo.”
(It means freedom to speak one’s 
mother tongue and embracement 
of different indigenous groupings 
as well as instilling pride in 

one’s language.) In Okavango, 
Timothy Samoxa said “Rengu 
ru ku isheraama zindime zetu 
ngashi ti na moni Botswana 
shikya ngaho? Zindime zetu ndji 
zi zati zuura atikyaa tshwe mbu 
wa yanii, ikure yati dzwa indji ku 

tikyaa yemwa to wa fwana zizha 
zi izimwe. Nangweza zindime zetu 
ti wa fwana ku zi isheraama shi 
ku tikyaa Urezha ndji yi mataa ti 
pa zoo.” (“It means recognition of 
all tribes. Everyone will be proud 
of their language.” ) BOPA
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By Esther Mmolai

MAUN- Xaixai, Nxauxau, Khwai 
and Mababe are some of the remote 
and hard to reach areas in the North 
West and Okavango districts that 
will benefit from the second phase 
of the Drones for Health project.

Apprising councillors of the 
project, Ngami District Health 
Management Team (DHMT) 
coordinator, Dr Sandra Maripe-
Ebutswe said the Ministry of 
Health decided to include the two 
districts in the second phase after 
a successful roll-out of the pilot 
project in Palapye in 2021. 

The Drones for health project 
entails the use of small drones for 
timely and efficient transportation 
of medical commodities to hard-
to-reach areas including Xaixai, 
Qangwa, Nxauxau, Seronga, 
Beetsha and Gudingwa in 
Okavango and Khwai, Mababe, 
Sankoyo, Kareng and Somelo in 
the North West District. 

Dr Maripe-Ebutswe said they 
had already formed a technical 
working group and that a capacity 
building workshop had been 
conducted for members. 

In addition, she said a 
benchmarking trip to Rwanda and 
Scotland had been undertaken and 
that the scoping and mapping of 
the two districts’ health facilities 
had been completed. 

She also said that community 
engagements and perception 
assessments had been conducted. 

The projectwould accelerate 
health care delivery to hard to 
reach areas as well as address 
disparities that existed at low-tier 
health care facilities, she said. 

She added the drones would 
transport medical commodities and 
supplies, laboratory services and 
samples as well as redistributing 
commodities and supplies between 
health facilities. 

“The drones will improve health 
care delivery as they will address 
terrain constraints and challenges 
of limited resources such as 
vehicles,” she said, adding that 
would as a result reduce preventable 
deaths and improve logistics and 
supply chain management. 

Communities, she said, would 
also benefit from the project as 
they would have access to quality 
health services in a timely manner. 

For their part, councillors 
welcomed the project, saying it 
would transform the health system. 

They said the use of drones 
would ensure timely delivery of 
health care services. 

However, they questioned the 
security of the drones and urged 
authorities to engage communities 
so that they understood their 
importance. 

However Dr Maripe assured 
them that the drones were 
programmed to take-off and land 
at specified health facilities as the 

By Lesedi Thatayamodimo 

GABORONE - In an effort 
to fight today’s unprecedented 
life challenges, a group of young 

Batswana code named Bokopano 
Health Expedition will, come 
August, stage a big health event 
in Kasane, through which they 
hope to equip people with skills 

Drones for Health 
reaches more 
villages 

Bokopano promotes mental health 

expectation was that a health officer 
would receive the commodities 
and ensure that they carried back 
another load of supplies. BOPA

to combat mental, social and 
physical issues. 

The event dubbed: Health and 
Wellness Holiday Retreat will 
run from August 4 through 6. 
Unpacking the health expedition 
during a press briefing in 
Gaborone on Wednesday, Head 
Coordinator and Technical 
Advisor, Mr Daniel Moeng 
emphasised the need to tackle 
issues of mental health headon. 

“Mental health disorder affects 
many people and for that reason, 
it has a significant effect on 
human productivity, constituting 
a tremendous burden on the 
global economy,” he said. 

Mr Moeng said COVID-19 
brought challenges to all aspects 

of life, and most people had faced 
and continued to face some form 
of burnout, hence rising social 
ills. 

Trauma, stress, and mental 
drain were some post-covid 
manifestations leading to 
sicknesses or reduction in 
individuals' ability to perform 
well, he said. 

He said with different 
programmes for the health 
expedition, they endeavoured to 
achieve empowerment and social 
inclusion, adding the programmes 
were designed to improve mental 
health, rehabilitation and health 
recovery. 

Expected to speak at the event 
was a team of experts including 

psychologists and dieticians, he 
said. 

Health education and fitness 
drills including yoga, Zumba 
master classes, martial arts and 
team-building would be some of 
the activities. 

Mr Moeng said Bokopano 
Health Expedition would be an 
annual event aimed at promoting 
local tourism, charity and good 
health. He said Kasane was 
chosen as this year’s preferred 
destination owing to its serenity, 
which encouraged connection 
with self. 

However, he said, future health 
expeditions would be held in 
different areas of the country. 
BOPA
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JOHANNESBURG - The 
South African Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (SACCI) 
says the country’s overall trade 
conditions were subdued and 
remained in the negative territory 
in February. 

There were some improvements 
in merchandise export volumes 
and inward tourism, however, the 
retail trade volumes, merchandise 
import volumes, new vehicles sales 
and the value of building plans 
approved were in the negative 
territory, the SACCI said in its 
latest Trade Conditions Survey. 

“Tight trade conditions became 
prevalent since January 2022. 

The backlog on orders declined, 
which reflects the restrained 
trade activity,” the SACCI said, 
adding that smaller enterprises 
were facing energy shortages 
threatening their viability. 

The survey showed that 88 per 
cent of the respondents expect 
operating costs to rise while 85 
percent think sales prices will 
increase in the next six months. 

“The rise of electricity tariffs 
and rising real wage demands 
and other costs could regenerate 
the inflationary process,” the 
commerce chamber said. 

About 62 percent of the 
respondents expect the country’s 
trade to improve in the next 
six months with challenges 
expected, the SACCI said, noting 
that inflationary pressures will 
continue to affect future trade 
activities. Xinhua

SA trade 
conditions 
subdued in 
February 
- survey

By Thamani Shabani 

GULUSHABE - Associations 
make it easier for farmers to 
market their produce and get 
assistance. 

To that end, Horticultural 
farmers in Greater Tonota namely 
Gulushabe farming area, east 
of Tonota, Foley, Mandunyane, 
Semotswane, Borolong and 
Shashemooke on Tuesday 
came together to form such an 
association. 

Speaking at the association’s 
meeting on Tuesday, interim 
chairperson, Mr Pelotshweu 
Kenosi said among others, the 
association would look into issues 
of crop planning, which would 
go a long way in helping farmers 
know when to plant certain crops 
and resultantly increase yield. 

The other task, he said, would 
be to ensure that roads were 
continually maintained to ease 
produce transportation and 
ensure safety. 

Mr Kenosi said the association 
would also help farmers to 
properly keep their records as 
well as to market their produce. 
It would also deal with issues of 
crime prevention, he said. 

Another critical issue that the 
association would deal with, he 
said, would be that of storage, 
collection and disposal of used 
chemicals. 

During the meeting, each 
farmer contributed P50 towards 
the registration fee of the 

association. Many of those who 
spoke said the formation of the 
association was long overdue. 

Now that the association had 
been formed, they could easily 
network to improve their business 
and also develop personally 
and professionally, and to get 
assistance from the government, 
they said. 

They called on the interim 
committee to speed up the 
drafting of the constitution. 
BOPA

Greater Tonota horticulture farmers form association

By Thamani Shabani

FRANCISTOWN - 
Salmonella, Listeria, E. coli, 
Coliform, Clostridium botulinum 
and many others are nasty 
pathogens that hide in the food we 
eat. 

To ensure there are none, or find 
out which one is afflicting people 
when there is an outbreak, the 
food is subjected to a laboratory 
test. 

And it is wrong that Francistown 
City has no food laboratory to 
carry out those tests, said Specially 
Elected Councillor, Modiri Lucas 
at a recent business seminar here. 

“It is time Francistown, as the 
second city of the country, had 
a food laboratory,” he said and 
promised he would take the matter 
up with Francistown City Council 

‘Francistown needs food lab’

Gulushabe Horticultural Farmers Association secretary, Ms Tsholofelo Salang (left) and Mr Kenosi addressing members in Gulushabe 
on Tuesday. Mr Kenosi said the formation of the association was to enhance the farmers’ knowledge and skills; improve modernisation of 
agriculture, increasing crop yields, improve farmers’ livelihoods and enhance rural economies. Photo: Thamani Shabani

(FCC) l, which he hoped would 
see the urgent need for one. 

This he said in response to a 
concern raised by Ms Metinah 
Kale of Gerald Estates. 

Ms Kale who specialises in 
refrigerated food items, was 
worried that despite the fact the 
city had many food hawkers it 
had no food lab to analyse food 
and drinks for health hazards and 
other parametres, to ensure public 
safety. 

On other issues, Councillor 
Lucas informed the seminar 
that the city council recognised 
the role played by the informal 
sector in growing its economy and 
improving livelihoods of residents. 

He said Francistown was 
characterised by high-density, 
low-income areas whose dwellers 
were mainly informal traders.

 “Due to this high density of 
food hawkers, the city had come up 
with an informal sector strategy to 

help address relationship between 
the council and vendors,” he said. 

He explained that one of the key 
elements of the strategy was to 
ensure that those in the informal 
sector traded in a harmonised 
manner. 

Already, the strategy was 
working, as evidenced by the fast-
growing numbers of food and 
street hawkers in the city, he said. 

“Francistown is the only city in 
Botswana with the highest number 
of street hawkers and vendors and 
this is commendable because the 
informal sector plays a pivotal 
role in the city’s local economy,” 
he said. 

Councillor Lucas said the 
strategy had resulted in fewer 
complaints from food and 
street hawkers, especially over 
harassment by council staff. 

He advised the informal sector 
to venture into partnerships or 
form associations to speak in one 

voice. 
Speaking at the same event, 

business executive with Local 
Enterprise Authority (LEA), Ms 
Tsholofelo Aaron informed the 
participants to take opportunities 
that LEA provided to improve 
their livelihoods. 

“LEA exists to supply critical 
non-funding business development 
interventions and promote general 
entrepreneurship and SMME 
awareness,” she said. 

Ms Aaron said government was 
doing much to create employment 
through policies and programmes, 
but Batswana were failing on their 
part to utilise them. 

She expressed worry that most 
projects funded by government 
continued to collapse despite 
beneficiaries receiving training in 
business management. 

Ms Aaron advised participants 
to work as joint ventures towards 
accessing new markets and 

distribution networks. She said 
other benefits included increased 
capacity, risk and cost sharing, 
access to new knowledge and 
expertise, including specialised 
staff as well as access to more 
resources such as technology and 
finance. 

The seminar, themed “Creating 
networking platform and un-
locking business opportunities” 
was meant to lobby for 
recognition of poverty eradication 
beneficiaries as potential suppliers 
to government institutions. 

The other objective was to 
establish a business clinic in 
partnership with Francistown 
College of Technical and 
Vocational Education (FCTVE) 
as well as to re-ignite the spirit 
of business among Gerald Estate 
community. 

Mr Baganne Mokgosi of KellyB 
Investment organised the seminar. 
BOPA
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Mr Gare has implored the Office of the Auditor General to embark on public education on prudent use of 
funds and timely delivery of projects. Photo: Godfrey Mpuse

By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE - Moshupa/
Manyana Member of Parliament, 
Mr Karabo Gare has implored 
the Office of the Auditor General 
(OAG) to embark on public 
education on prudent use of funds 
and timely delivery of projects.

Contributing to the debate on the 
OAG’s proposed budget estimates 
for the 2023/2024 financial year on 
Wednesday, Mr Gare said delays on 
completion of government projects 
led to unnecessary cost overruns.

He cited the Moshupa Primary 
hospital as an example of some of 
the projects which may attract audit 
queries and cost overruns owing to 
its completion delay.

“It is important for the office 
to address issues of delay on the 
completion, especially of the 
Moshupa Primary Hospital which 
is currently 76 per cent complete 
while the project ground breaking 
was done back in 2019,” Mr Gare 
said.

He said completing and 
delivering projects on time would 
save funds for use in other national 
projects.

In their comments, some MPs 
argued for adequate funding 
of the OAG as well as enough 
skilled manpower in order for the 
organisation to fully and efficiently 
execute its duties.

Bobonong MP, Mr Taolo 
Lucas said the Auditor General 
was critical in the country’s 

democracy by enabling oversight, 
accountability and governance in 
the public sector through auditing, 
thereby building public confidence.

Therefore, Mr Lucas said the 
proposed P109 million for the 
next financial year was inadequate 
for the organisation to execute its 
mandate.

He argued that the Auditor 
General needed to be in a position 
to ensure accountability by the 
executive on the use of public 
resources entrusted to them.

Palapye MP, Mr Onneetse 
Ramogapi also highlighted the 
need to fund the OAG and to ensure 
its impartiality  in executing its 
function.

“This would be fundamental 
in the OAG’s work which has an 
impact in a number of places. In 
funding this office, one must be 
cognisant of that the fact that it must 
audit and report on the accounts 
of government departments and 
district councils at the end of 
every financial year, a task which 
requires enough resources and 
personnel,” he said.

He added that funding of the 
office should also be accompanied 
by good staff remuneration, noting 
the organisation failed to retain its 
staff as a result of low salary rates 
compared to the private sector.

MP for Good Hope/Mabule, Mr 
Eric Molale took a swipe at some 
legislators, who he said failed 
to play their oversight roles and 
partake in the Public Accounts 

Committee so that they would hold 
the executive accountable.

Mr Molale said some failed 
to deliver on the parliamentary 
oversight function which was one 
of the cornerstones of democracy.

“Failure to actively participate 
in the parliamentary oversight 
committees by some of the MPs 
is tantamount to failing to hold 
the executive accountable for its 
actions and for ensuring that it 
implements policies in accordance 
with the laws and budget passed by 
Parliament,” he argued.

He also reminded MPs that 
robust monitoring of the Executive 
by the Parliament oversight 
committees was an indicator of 
good governance.

“It is through oversight that the 
Parliament could ensure a balance 
of power and assert its role as the 
defender of people’s interests,” Mr 
Molale said.

Responding to MPs’ comments, 
Assistant Minister for State 
President, Mr Dumezweni 
Mthimkhulu assured them that 
the OAG was commitment to 
delivering on its mandate despite 
the limited resources.

Parliament approved the 
recurrent budget proposal of P109  
million for the 2023/2024 financial 
year. 

Funds for the organisation’s 
development budget, the assistant 
minister explained, were covered 
under the Ministry for State 
President. BOPA

Gare emphasises 
public education

By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE - Audit visibility 
remains critical in averting fraud 
and misappropriation of public 
funds, Assistant Minister for 
State President, Mr Dumezweni 
Mthimkhulu has said.

Presenting the Office of 
the Auditor General (OAG)’s 
2023/2024 budget proposals on 
Wednesday, Mr Mthimkhulu 
said the Auditor General played a 
critical role in the accountability 
ecosystem as well as a thriving 
democracy.

“This office has no permanent 
abode and this does not augur 
well for the visibility of this 
organisation,” he said, adding 
however that plans were afoot 
to construct a separate building 
befitting its stature.

He informed Parliament that the 
project was planned to commence 
in the first year of the 2023-2025 
Transitional National Development 
Plan (TNDP) with the engagement 
of a transactional advisor.

He said the project would be 
implemented through a Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) model 
to harness the expertise and 
efficiencies of the private sector.

He added that technical 
assessment was being carried out to 
establish the precise implications 
in terms of funding and human 
capital requirements.

The assistant minister also 
highlighted the importance of 
Information Systems Audit in 
a digitised economy, saying the 
Auditor General would in the 
coming year continue to invest in 
digitising the audit process during 
the TNDP period and beyond.

In line with the 2017-2023 

strategic plan, Mr Mthimkhulu 
said coverage had increased 
for different types of audits, 
including finance and compliance, 
performance, specialised as well as 
information systems.

“Demand for audit services 
increased in general and forensic 
audit in particular and in the 
2021/2022 financial year, the 
requests for special investigations 
increased significantly,” he added.

Again, he said in the current 
financial year, three specialised 
audits were planned, three 
requested by government 
ministries and departments while 
one was requested by a whistle 
blower.

“One of these audits is complete 
and two are ongoing,” he said.

Further, he stated that 26 local 
authorities were audited in the 
2021/2022 financial year, adding 
the upgrade of 10 local authorities 
to full council status however had 
resource implications.

“Special investigations or 
forensic audits are inherently 
intensive hence require enhanced 
capacities in terms of expertise 
and numbers. These require 
capacities hence place a huge 
strain on existing resources and 
the expansion of the Specialised 
Audit Division is thus imperative 
and requires unfreezing of the 
moratorium on staff expansion,” 
he said.

Mr Mthimkhulu requested 
Parliament to approve the OAG’s 
budget estimates for the 2023/2024 
financial year amounting to over 
P109.1 million, which was an 
increase of 17.4 per cent over 
the 2022/2023 financial year 
allocation of over P92.9 million. 
BOPA

Audit visibility 
critical to avert 
fraud - Mthimkhulu
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By Malebogo Lekula

HUKUNTSI - Shaka Moilwa 
(30) of Hukuntsi, who is facing 
a single charge of stealing by 
servant was on Tuesday granted a 
P10 000 conditional bail.

Hukuntsi Magistrate, Ms 
Galaletsang Ramokate ordered 
Moilwa to also avail two sureties 
of P1 000 each.

She ordered the accused person 
to attend court sessions as ordered 
and to report to Kang police 
station every Friday between 
730am and 430pm.

In addition, the accused was   
ordered not to interfere with 
investigations or witnesses in 
anyway.

The facts of the matter are 
that  between September 21 
and January 22 at or near Phofu 
lodge near Tsetseng village in 
the Kweneng District without 
claim right Moilwa stole a partly 
burnt Toyota land cruiser, four 
generators, diesel bowser, three 
water tanks, two bar fridges, 
four camp chairs and butcher 
equipment worth P800 000.

Court heard that the properties 
came into his possession by 
virtue of his employment at Phofu 

lodge.
Appearing for the state, Sergeant 

Qiniso Ncube said Moilwa had 
been in custody and therefore 
they were not objecting to his bail 
application.

Sergeant Ncube requested the 
court to order Moilwa to bind 
himself with P5 000, and avail 
two sureties of P2 000 each.

He also requested that the 
accused person ensure that he 
appeared before court whenever 
ordered to do so and to report at 
Kang police station once a week.

Moreover, he said accused 
person must not interfere with 
state witnesses or temper with 
evidence in any way.

Defence lawyer Mr Gosiame 
Digangwa of Biki & Associates, 
argued that the state prosecutor 
had mentioned that the accused 
person should not interfere with 
witnesses, and he put it before 
court that he did not know the 
witnesses he was referring to.

Mr Digangwa further 
disapproved the amount 
suggested to be paid by sureties 
and pleaded that the amount be 
reduced to P1 000 each surety.

The accused person will appear 
for mention on April 18. BOPA

Court grants 
stealing by servant 
accused bail

By Moshe Galeragwe

PARLIAMENT - Review of 
anti-human trafficking legislation 
to cater for the ever-changing 
nature of the human trafficking 
related criminal acts as well as 
transnational crimes that continue 
to increase remains critical.

Presenting Ministry of Justice 
budget proposals for the 2023/2024 
financial year on Wednesday, 
Minister Machana Shamukuni 
said it was on such a background 
that the ministry had embarked 
on review of the anti-human 
trafficking legislation in efforts to 
strengthen it.

“Transnational crime continues 
to increase as a threat to national 
security and a deterrence to 
normal human life activities which 
are meant to improve livelihoods 
hence the need to review the 
legislation,” Mr Shamukuni said.

On other issues, the minister 
informed Parliament that the 
country continued to provide 

refuge for asylum seekers, noting 
that there were 725 refugees in 
Botswana.

“Compared to previous years, the 
number of refugees in the country 
has declined as a reasonable 
number were returned to their 
respective countries through a 
successful exercise of voluntary 
repatriation. 

It is a norm that whenever the 
situation normalises, refugees 
are encouraged to return to their 
countries of origin,” he said.

He stated that in the next 
financial year, over P6.4 million 
would be used on activities 
relating to welfare of refugees in 
the country.

“The ministry will embark 
on projects to ensure safety of 
refugees in the country,” he added.

Moreover, he said as a newly 
established ministry, though 
tasked with responsibilities that 
had been there before, they were 
on a recruitment drive in order 
to be well equipped and function 

Anti-human trafficking laws review ongoing
accordingly.

He said a consultant was engaged 
to analyse the current status of 
the justice sector and one of the 
projects being undertaken was a 
study primarily aimed at creating a 
child-friendly justice system.

He also assured Parliament 
that the ministry was taking into 
consideration the concerns of the 
society. 

“One of the long awaited issues 
which is being tackled is the 
review of the process of allowing 
criminals to be admitted on bail 
while awaiting finalisation of the 
case,” he said.

Again, the minister indicated 
that the proceeds and instruments 
of crime from the crime division 
were accordingly executed. 

He said under the current 
financial year, the crime division 
had executed 42 court orders 
for seizure and return of diverse 
property valued at P136. 8 million.

He said in January this year, 
about P2.8 million was confiscated 
in the assets trust funds while the 
receiver was proposed to get over 
P12.9 million in the next financial 
year for maintenance of seized 
movable and immovable property.

Commenting on the budget 
estimates, Member of Parliament 
for Okavango, Mr Kenny Kapinga 
said even though the ministry was 
new, the responsible minister must 
ensure that justice was served.

“It is unfortunate to observe 
that of recent, some individuals 
are being held in high regard and 
are boastful of the fact that they 
are living lavish lifestyles through 

proceeds of crime. 
What we see in our country is 

that people are getting rich through 
crime.

Enforce the law honourable 
minister and make it a point that 
our people understand that crime 
does not pay. 

We cannot build our people by 
cultivating a culture that people 
can enrich themselves through 
crime. It is unjust to allow people 
to enrich themselves unlawfully,” 
said Mr Kapinga.

For his part, MP for Mochudi 
West, Mr Mmusi Kgafela 
applauded the decision to review 
the law relating to bail. Even 
though viewed as a positive move 
which would go a long way in 
arresting recurring criminal 
acts, Mr Kgafela said there were 
two opposing issues to carefully 
consider.

He said while the law allowed 
for an accused person who was 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty to be given all the rights 
that he deserved, the law must not 
on the other hand compromise the 
pursuit of controlling crime.

On human trafficking Mr Kgafela 
said it was a new phenomenon in 
Botswana. 

He said the criminal practice 
was intertwined with recruitment 
of cheap labour and sex work.

Mr Kgafela argued that 
availability of market kept the 
crime alive and therefore becoming 
a profitable mode of trade.

“Sex work and the fact that its 
consumer base was increasing will 
continue to create a market for 

human trafficking,” he warned.
Also contributing to the debate, 

Mr Dumezweni Mthimkhulu of 
Gaborone South said emphasis on 
abiding by the law was critical. 

Mr Mthimkhulu said the public 
trusted in the country’s justice 
system while the courts of laws 
were making decisions without 
undue influence.

Francistown South Legislator, 
Mr Wynter Mmolotsi on one hand, 
challenged the Minister of Justice 
to ensure that the country was 
governed by the rule of law.

“The law must not be used in 
favour of others and unnecessarily 
be used to punish others. 

It is unfortunate that some 
government departments appear to 
be above the law. 

Government is losing a lot of 
funds through lawsuits as a result 
of matters that were not handled 
in accordance with provisions 
of the law by law enforcement 
departments like the Directorate of 
Intelligence and Security (DIS),” 
Mr Mmolotsi said.

On refugees, Mr Mmolotsi 
observed that some had their 
children born, raised and schooled 
in the country but government was 
not supporting them to enrol for 
tertiary education.

“Review of the laws relating to 
refugees must take this situation 
into consideration,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Justice’s budget for the 2023/2024 
financial year comprise over P175 
million and over P46.8 million 
as recurrent and development  
estimates respectively. BOPA

Assistant Minister of Education and Skills Development, Mr Aubrey Lesaso (right) touring Ghanzi brigade 
recently. He implored brigades to form companies to grow and resource programmes. 
Photo: Mothusi Galekhutle
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Monna o rekile  
motokwane ka 
dipudi
Ka Cathrine Simane

MIDDLEPITS- Mapodisi 
a Middlepits a tlhotlhomisa 
banna ba le bararo mabapi le go 
fitlhelwa ka motokwane le dipudi 
tse go belaesegang di rekilwe ka 
motokwane.

Mookamela mapodisi a 
Middlepits mo Kgaolong 
ya Tsabong, Assistant 
Superintendent Kebadire Mmopi 
o boletse seo mo potsolosong le 
lekalana la dikgang la BOPA ka 
Labobedi.

Ast Supt Mmopi a re ba ne ba 
tshwara banna ba le babedi mo 
sekganeding sa tsela bosheng, 
mme e rile fa ba ba phuruphutsha  
ba fitlhela ba pegile dipudi le 
dinku di le lesome mo koloing 
tse go neng go supa fa di sa 
kwadisiwa semmuso ka di ne di 
sena diteseletso.

A re mo ditlhotlhomisong, 
banna bao ba tlhalositse fa ba 
rekiseditse monna mongwe wa 
Bogogobo motokwane, mme 
boemong jwa madi a ba neela 
dihutshane. 

O boletse fa mapodisi a ne 
ba ragogela kwa lwapeng lwa 
monna yoo, go ya go iponela ka 

matlho, mme a supa fa ba ne ba 
tshegetsa boraro joo ka nakwana 
mo kgolegelong.

O boletse fa mo nakong eno 
balelaelwa ba emetse tsheko 
kwa ntle. A re ba le babedi ba 
ba fitlhetsweng ka dipudi ba tla 
lebisiwa molato wa go fitlhelwa 
ka leruo le le sa kwadisiwang 
mme ka ba ka bonwa molato ba 
ka atlholwa madi a a sa feteng P2 
000 kana dingwaga tse tlhano mo 
kgolegelong.

Assistant Superintendent 
Mmopi o boletse fa yo o 
fitlhetsweng ka mephuthelwana 
ya motokwane ene a ka atlholwa 
madi a a fetang P5 000 kana 
kgolegelo.

O boletse fa mapodisi a sa 
jesiwe diwelang ke dikgang tsa 
motokwane, a supa fa e le kgang  
ya botlhano go gatisiwa fa e sa le 
ngwaga o simologa.

Ast Supt Mmopi o ne a gakolola 
banni ba kgaolo eo le setshaba 
ka kakaretso go tila go rekisa 
motokwane, ka e le setlhatshana 
se se borai mo botsogong, gape 
a tlhalosa fa o wela mo diatleng 
tsa bana ba dikole, selo se se ka 
felelang se ba senyetsa bokamoso. 
BOPA

Tona Mmusi (molemeng) a akgola Sergeant Nko, yo banni ba Grootlaagte ba pakileng fa e le senatla. 
Rre Mmusi o rotloeditse Sergeant Nko go tswelela  a thusa ka botswapelo. Senepe: Mothusi Galekhutle

Mmusi o lebogela Nko bonatla
Ka Mothusi Galekhutle

GROOTLAAGTLE- Banni 
ba Grootlaagte ba tlotlomaditse 
go dira ka natla ga ga Sergeant 
David Nko fa e sa le a goroga kwa 
motseng oo.

Ba kaile fa Sergeant Nko e 
le senatla, a thusa morafe ka 
botswapelo.

Mafoko a, a dule kwa 

phuthegong ya kgotla e e neng 
e buisiwa ke tona wa lephata la 
Itshireletso, Rre Kagiso Mmusi 
yo a neng a leboga Sergeant Nko 
go tlotlomatsa seriti sa sepodisi.

Tona Mmusi a re go bo Sergeant 
Nko a itlamile go direla morafe 
wa Grootlaagte, go itumedisa 
morafe ebile go dira gore batho 
ba tshephe mapodisi.

O kgalemile bangwe ba go 

Setshaba se rotloediwa go thusana 
Ka Onkarabile Moeng

MAHALAPYE- Mme 
Ontlametse Sekaba, wa 
Mahalapye, yo o ikemiseditseng 
go dira ditiro tsa bopelotlhomogi 
a re setshaba se tshwanetse go 
golagana, go thusana go lwantsha 
dikgwetlho.

Mme Sekaba o buile se kwa 
Mahalapye ka Laboraro fa a 
abela mokgatlho wa Diponeng 
Disability Association wa ba-na-
le-bogole, dikolotsana di le thataro 
le dijo, tse a di kgobokantseng ka 
thuso ya lebentlele la Spar.

A re o tswa kgakala a 
kgathalela matshelo a ba bangwe 
ebile o setse a kile a thusa ba ba 
tlhokileng lesego kwa Ramotswa, 
Mogoditshane, Otse le metse 
e mengwe. O tlhalositse fa 
dikolotsana tse, a sa le a di kopa 
dingwaga tse nne tse di fitileng 
mme ebile, lebentlele la Spar, 

le mo solofeditse dithobane tsa 
batlhoka-pono, go di abela ba ba 
di tlhokang.

Mme Sebaka a re keletso ke 
gore ba-na-le-bogole botlhe mo 
Mahalapye ba bone thuso e ba e 
tlhokang.

Mokwaledi wa ofisi ya ga 
mopalamente wa Mahalapye 
West, Mme Tendah Dinotshe a re 
go aba ga se go ntsha madi fela, a 
kaya fa go fa yo mongwe lorato le 
go ne e le  mpho e tona.

A re go molemo go bona bana 
ba motse ba kgatlhegela go 
tlhabolola motse wa bone.

Mme Dinotshe a re Mahalapye 
ga a na ditsompelo tse di ka 
rarabololang dikgwetlho jaaka 
mafelo a bagodi, mafelo a ba-
na-le-bogole ba ka isiwang teng 
go thusiwa le a mangwe mme a 
rotloetsa banni go tsenya letsogo 
go thusa. A re yo o sa kgoneng go 
thusa, o ka kopa thuso kwa a ka e 

bonang teng.
Mogolwane go tswa kwa Spar, 

Mme Thembile Dintwe a re go a 
tshwanela gore ba nne ba thusa fa 
ba kgonang teng.

A re ba leka ka bojotlhe go 
thusa le fa go se bonolo ka le bone 
ba kopa.

O rotloeditse setshaba go 
thusana gore ba kgone botshelo.

Motlhami wa mokgatlho wa 
Diponeng Disability Association, 
Mme Onkemetse Nakedi a re 
ba ba neng ba abelwa ba ne 
ba tlhophilwe ka thuso ya ba 
boipelego go lebeletswe letlhoko 
la bone ka go farologana.

O kaile fa dithuso tsa puso di 
le teng mme di le bonya a re go 
botlhokwa gore ba ba kgonang ba 
thuse. 

A re ba leka ka bojotlhe e le 
mokgatlho go ntsha ba-na-le-
bogole ba ba fitlhilweng gore ba 
kgone go bona dithuso. BOPA

tweng ba lwantsha Sergeant Nko 
go dira tiro ya gagwe a re, ba tlaa 
di gama ba sa dithapela gonne go 
kgoreletsa lepodisi go dira tiro 
ke molato. O gwetlhile Sergeant 
Nko go tswelela a dira ka natla ka 
seo e le o ne maitlamo a sepodisi.

Fa a tsibogelela matshwenyego 
a bogodu jwa leruo, Rre Mmusi o 
tlhalositse fa go tlaa simolodisiwa  
lephata le le tlaa  itebaganyang le 
bogodu jwa leruo. O sololofeditse 
gore puso e tlaa aga kampa ya 
Special Support Group kwa 
kgaolong ya Ghanzi, go thusa 
go lwantsha bogodu jwa leruo 
le go baya leitho molelwane wa 

Botswana le Namibia o banni ba 
ntshitseng matshwenyego a gore 
tereta ya o ne e setse e ole.

Rre Mmusi o lebogile dithopha 
tsa twantsho bogodu jwa leruo a 
re di dira tiro e ntle.

O solofeditse kgosi Tsaxlae 
Xao gore lephata le tlaa thusa 
ka di caravan go nna diofisi tsa 
mapodisi.

Morago, Rre Mmusi o ne a 
rolela motse wa Grootlaagte koloi 
ya Land cruiser, e a tlhalositseng 
fa e tlaa thofofatsa tiro ya 
mapodisi. Modualasetilo wa 
komiti ya ditlhabololo tsa motse, 
Rre Kganxlao Kamte o pakile 

bonatla jwa ga Sergeant Nko a 
re, fa e sa le a goroga, go na le 
pharologanyo e tona ka a thusa 
morafe ka pelo ya gagwe yotlhe, 
bosigo le motshegare.

Rre Kamte a re yaare fa 
motho a timetse, Sergeant Nko 
a dire gotlhe gore a batliwe a 
bo a bonwe, selo se morafe wa 
Grootlaagte o se lebogelang.

Go le pele, Kgosi Xao o ne a 
supile matshwenyego a tlhaelo ya 
diofisi le tsela e sa siamang.

Mopalamente wa Ghanzi 
Bokoni, Rre Johane Thiite o 
ne a gatelela botlhokwa jwa go 
tokafatsa tsela. BOPA

Assistant Supt Mmopi a re ga ba  jesiwe diwelang ke dikgang tsa 
motokwane mo kgaolong e a e okametseng, a supa fa ba setse ba 
gatisitse dikgetsi di le tlhano  fa e sa le ngwaga ono o simologa.
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T’s and C’s apply.

Re 
Butse!

Mogoditshane 
Bodiba Mall
(Opposite SSKB)
Shop #4

Visit us for
Great Offers
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ClassifiedAds

VACANCIES

FARM WORKERS

BUSINESS SERVICES

NEIGHBOUR CONSULTATION

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD 
AT FRANCISTOWN     ESHFT 
00000
                                         

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE of the late GAODUELWE OWAGENG EFFFHFT- 
000075-22 who died at Malaka, Central District on the 
10/12/2021

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that debtors and creditors in the 
above Estate are hereby required to pay their claims of whatever 
nature with the undersigned within 30 days after the publication 
hereof.

DATED AT FRANCISTOWN THIS 14TH DAY OF MARCH 2023

Ms Ompatile Owageng
Executor Dative
P O Box 249
Jwaneng

Ms Keitumetse Owageng
Executor Dative
P O Box 140
Kasane

AND TO: Master of the High Court
                 Private Bag F13
                 Francistown

NOTICE OF DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 
     Master’s Reference: ESHGB 000607/21

IN THE ESTATE of the Late NAZIR AHMED HUSSAIN who died at Marang Ward, Moshupa, 

Moshupa District , Botswana on 10th March 2021.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Debtors and Creditors in the above Estate are hereby required to 

pay their debts and file claims of whatever nature with the undersigned within thirty (30) days 

after the publication  hereof.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS 6TH DAY OF MARCH 2023.

Testamentary Dative

MOHAMED OMAR HUSSAIN

c/o Chula Dahanayake Attorneys

P O Box 52

Moshupa

Tel: 75096344

PRE-BALLET AND SWIMMING TRAINER  WANTED for Dipeo Nursery School 

an international School that attracts students from various countries across the 

world.

Qualifications & Experience 

The applicant must be able to work with children, must have worked in an 

International School Environment, have a track record and references in training 

young students. A qualification in Pre-Ballet from a recognised University or 

Institute is a must. A combination of a Pre –Ballet and Swimming trainer’s 

certificate is an advantage. Applicants should apply in writing by 23/03/2023 

including CV and References to Dipeo Nursery School, PO Box 149 Gaborone

QUALIFIED PRE SCHOOL 

TEACHER WANTED 

Qualified Preschool Teacher 

wanted for Dipeo Nursery School.  

Applicants should possess:  

Diploma in Early Child care 

Education, minimum of 10 years 

relevant work experience and 

be qualified to teach THRASS.  

Advertised position is for a 

bridging year class so applicants 

must possess the minimum 

requirements, additional 

certificates will reflect positively.  

CV and references to Dipeo Nursery 

School, PO BOX 149, Gaborone

V A C A N C Y

Reddot Looking for an experienced, 
spirit filled born again Christian 
leader with 10 or more years in faith 
based programs to work at our teenage 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation center 
that uses non-medical rehabilitation 
methods (Christian Character 
Development). 

Suitable person to offer mentorship, 
counselling, leadership and pastoral 
care as father or mother figure. To work 
outside normal times. 

Write to 
HR P.O. Box 1226 Gaborone 

or drop off at Gaborone office, 
Plot 2627, Ext 9 Hospital way.

INTERLINK EDUCATION SERVICES, 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned 

intends to apply for a certified copy of Deed 

No FT 942/2008 dated 25.11.2008 made in 

favour of THE LATE MAKHANIKA GWALOBA 

in respect of:

CERTAIN: Piece of land being LOT 26348 

FRANCISTOWN   

MEASURING: 300m2 (THREE HUNDRED 

SQUARE METRES)

SITUATE: FRANCISTOWN EXTENTION 47 

All persons having objection to the issue of 

such copy are hereby required to lodge the 

same in writing to the Registrar of Deeds, 

Francistown within three weeks (3) from the 

last publication of the notice.

        

ADDRESS

P/BAG F72

FRANCISTOWN

DATED: 07/03/2023

NOTICE OF LOST DEED

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO DISPOSE TRIBAL LAND TO A NON-CITIZEN

BE PLEASED TO TAKE NOTICE  that I, KEHAKAE KAISARA MOIKOTLHAI hereby give my notice of 

intention to cede and transfer the under mentioned property according to section 34 of the Tribal Land Act, 

CERTAIN:              Tribal lot 2909

SITUATE:               Bamalete Tribal area

MEASURING:      3640 SQM (three thousand, six hundred and forty square meters)

WHICH 

PROPERTY:           is held under Memorandum of Agreement of Lease registered under no. TL 220/2015  

     dated 13th February 2015 made in favour of KEHAKAE KAISARA MOIKOTLHAI.

For the sum of P400, 000.00 subject to such other terms and conditions as available for inspection and 

consideration of the offices of the undersigned Attorneys.

Any citizen willing and able to likewise conclude such transaction may make a similar offer through the 

undersigned Attorneys within 30 days of this publication.

THUS DONE AND SIGNED BY ME THIS 13TH DAY OF MARCH 2023.

DUBULA ATTORNEYS

Plot 51410, Kgale View, Gaborone

P O Box 201037, Bontleng, Gaborone

Tel: +267 3119986              Email: info@dubulaattorneys.co.bw

Stargems Botswana is a diamond cutting and polishing company 
looking for competent candidates to fill in the below posts:

DIAMOND SPECIALISTS - (Inventory manager, Diamond inventory 
ERP manager, IT support & Compliance Manager, Production 
Supervisor, Galahad Fancy supervisor, Sarine Planners, Helium 
Planners, M-Box Operator Trainer, Immersion Glass Technology 
Manager, Pre-Preparation Supervisor, Final Bottom Supervisor,8 
Top Final Supervisor, Stars & Halves supervisor, Table smoothing 
supervisor, Fancy Supervisor, Polish Girdle supervisor and Polish 
Diamond QC Manager)

MINIMUM SKILL REQUIREMENTS

COMPETENCIES

Interested candidates with the relevant skills and experience are 

  Address to:
  The Human Resources Manager
  Stargems Botswana (Pty)Ltd
  P O Box 3ABG
  Gaborone

  Closing date: - 24 March 2023

  NB: No hand deliveries 

VACANCY

PROPERTIES

MEDICAL PRACTICE: THE 

following personnel are 

wanted Pharmacist, Medical 

Doctor, Radiographer. Apply to 

charishc91@gmail.com 

URGENTLY WANTED PASTOR 

with Diploma in Theology and a 

minimum of 5 years experience. 

Apply to The Revelation Church 

Of God Box 3027 Francistown 

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR FOR 

Metraclark (Pty) Ltd- Exports 

Department, must have 

higher degree in Chemical 

Engineering (with Project 

Chemical Engineering Production 

Engineering, Reactor Technology 

components). A minimum of 15 

years experience in Refrigeration 

Industry is required, apply to Box 

47067, Gaborone not later than 31 

March 2023.

PEARDONTIC DENTAL STUDIO 

is looking for a qualified dental 

therapist with at least 5 years 

experience. Requirements: Fluent 

in english, Bhpc registered. Tell: 

6862666

DREAMHOUSE JOINERY 

LOOKING for Chief Executive 

Officer who must has 20+ years 

experience and relevant degree, 

master degree preferred, Send CV 

P O 46020 Village or call 3933861

TWO ENERGETIC MEN to work 

as curtain installers, a drivers 

needed urgently. Carpentry/ 

technical skills will be added 

advantage. Drop your cv’s Hugo 

Interiors unit2 plot75750 Setlhoa 

Block10 behind design Quarter

WE ARE A FOOD Processing 

Company and are urgently looking 

for a Roasting  Line Machine 

operator with more than five 

years experience in seed cleaning, 

roasting, blanching and packing 

on R50E4 Model. Phone 75507536 

or email your applications to 

consolodatedfoodsindustries@

gmail.com

I OWNER OF Plot 4267,Palapye-

Khurumela ward would like to 

change land use from single 

residential family to multifamily 

residential. Any objections please 

contact 76154312.

NOTICE IS BEING served for 

change of land use I Koketso Farai 

Sibanda serve for the change 

of land use from residential to 

commercial Plot for plot number 

3881 Mopane Block 1. Any 

objections kindly submit to deeds 

office.

OWNER OF PLOT 1605 Mmopane 

block 1, is informing plot 1604 of 

their intension to change land use 

from single-residential to multi-

residential, any objection should 

be forwarded to Mogoditshane 

council physical planning.

MOIKABI NCAAGAE, OWNER 

of plot 4146,Mogoditshane block 

4 would like to change land use 

from single to multi-residential.

For viewing of plan or any 

objections contact Mogoditshane 

physical planning office during 

working hours, 0730-1630 hrs 

from 17/03/2023 to 10/04/2023.

FARM WORKER WANTED with 

experience of piggery 5 years 

experience apply  in writing P O 

Box 10728 Tatitown Francistown

URGENTLY WANTED FARM 

worker at Matshelagabedi 

with more than 5 years work 

experience. Apply to The Director 

Heavenly Gardens (Pty) Ltd. Box 

301412 Francistown tel: 71820331

FARM LABOURER WANTED at 

Mahalapye (Mokoswane lands). 

Contacts 72686349.

EXPERIENCED FARM WORKER 

WANTED urgently at Lemone. 

Apply 77187057/77146013

KE BATLA MODISA WA 

DIKGOMO yo o sa nweng bojalwa 

mo kgaolong tsa Mahalapye. Cell 

71871586

3 X FARM WORKERS wanted, 

apply lot 7637 Bokaa farm situated 

at Bakgatla tribal territory. P o Box 

1368 Gaborone

FEMALE FARM WORKER wanted 

at Mmutle. Apply Box 1019 ABG 

Gaborone 72943994

FARM WORKER NEEDED, 

Mokatse and Notwane. Apply 

to P O Box 40142, Gaborone. 

71323040. Closing date: 23 May 

2023

FARM WORKER NEEDED-Call 

+267 71429917.

KE BATLA BADISA wa rre le mme 

ko Motsheo pele ga di 17-04-23 

72765116

FARM WORKER NEEDED at 

Ntlelaletlhare/ Kubung. Contact 

Toffie Mmapetla at 71688202. 

Closing date 31 March 2023.

FARM WORKERS WANTED 

Ralekgetho/ Dikhudu contact 

Lesedi Molefi Box 81392 

Gaborone. Closing date: 31/03/23

OTJORUHAPO FARMS NEAR 

Charles hill Ghanzi district.Farm 

worker urgently wanted contact 

73631337/77908504

FARM WORKER WANTED, 

Tinkane cattle post Box 46401 

Gaborone 71795090

DIKITSO GABOALAFSWE 

OWNER of integrated farming 

at Kgarapa fields in Letlhakane 

along A14 Highway wishes to 

change land use of farm from 

integrated to mixed use. 71331614

SIMON EDWARD AM selling 

my field measuring 130 x 304 

x 173 x 373m in Rakhuna for 

P50 0000 to non-citizen Joseph 

Chibvongodze. Any person 

objecting consult Rolong land 

board.
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AL-NUR SCHOOL

VACANCIES FOR TEACHING POSTS:
SECONDARY

Computer Studies / Information Technology
French
History
Business / Economics
Geography

REQUIREMENTS
Bachelor’s Degree  (Minimum) and Diploma 
Minimum of Five years’ relevant experience 
Experience in teaching at IGCSE / A Level will be a strong 
recommendation.

PRIMARY:
All subjects

REQUIREMENTS
Bachelor’s Degree / Diploma 
Minimum of Five years’ relevant experience 
Experience in teaching Cambridge Primary Checkpoint will be a 
strong recommendation.

Please submit Curriculum Vitae to:

Secretary 
Al-Nur School
Private Bag 00192
Gaborone 

N.B.  Only applicants who qualify for an interview will be contacted.
Application must be accompanied by a CV.And a Transcript of Academic 
Qualifications.

CLOSING DATE:   10 APRIL 2023

ITEM DETAIL

Name of CBO

Location

Is the CBO legally registered? If yes, attach proof of registration

Certificate of Registratio

Is the Board membership active? If yes, attach the list of Board members and their contacts

Have you held Annual General meetings? If yes, attach the meeting report or minutes

Do you have escort guides? (if applicable to the CBO)

How many are your escort guides and are they active? (if applicable to the CBO)

Is your CBO familiar with MOMS?

Is your CBO using MOMS to monitor their genetic resources?

List genetic resources monitored by the CBO

Availability of periodic monitoring records confirmed by DWNP

How long has monitoring been done?

Proof of an active bank account (attach 3 months bank statement)

When last was the bank account audited?

Attach the results and records of audited financial statement

Is the capacity sufficient in the CBO?

Officer Contact Person (Name)

Designation

Tel

Email

Fax

CBO Contact Person (Name)

Designation

Cell 

Email 

Fax

Background

The Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) through the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) is implementing a project entitled 
‘Building Core Capacity for the implementation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) and relevant Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) in Botswana’ commonly referred to as the CCCD project. The overall goal of the project is to strengthen national 
capacity for environmental information and knowledge for the implementation, monitoring and reporting of Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs) and relevant Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Botswana.

Description of the Project
The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) invites community-based organizations (CBOs) that are currently using Management Oriented 
Monitoring System (MOMS) to express interest in being selected as a pilot project for the digitization of MOMS. DEA will collaborate with 
the Department of Wildlife and National Parks (DWNP) to undertake this activity. Interested CBOs should be ones that are aimed at poverty 
reduction, community-based natural resource management and/or wildlife monitoring. A single project will be selected to demonstrate the 
application of an integrated approach to implement global environmental priorities. The pilot project will focus on the digitization of MOMS 
to move from a paper-based system to an e-based system, which will ultimately be linked to the National Environmental Information System 
(NEIS). 

To assist in the identification of the pilot project, applicants are requested to extract and populate the Project Information Paper below: 

MANAGEMENT ORIENTED MONITORING SYSTEM (MOMS) PROJECT INFORMATION PAPER

Ministry of Environment and Tourism 
CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST – PILOT PROJECT FOR THE DIGITIZATION 

OF THE MANAGEMENT ORIENTED MONITORING SYSTEM (MOMS) UNDER THE 

CROSSCUTTING CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (CCCD)

1. Submission of Project Information Papers shall be done from 1st to 31st March 2023 and signed for in a registry book 

provided by the Department of Environmental Affairs during submission;

2. All submissions should be done during working hours from 0800hrs to 1600hrs from Monday to Friday. The closing 

time for submissions will be 10am on Friday, 31 March 2023. PROJECT INFORMATION PAPERS BROUGHT 

AFTER THIS TIME SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED; 

3. Applicants should be an existing CBO that has been collecting data through MOMS for at least three (3) years.

4. Applicants should submit two (2) typed Project Information Papers either via email to ddea@gov.bw or to any of the 

DEA offices stated below:

Gaborone

Private Bag 0068, Gaborone

Tel: 3902050 

Francistown

Private Bag F020, Francistown

Tel: 2417363

Ghanzi

Private Bag 24, Ghanzi

Tel: 6596101

Serowe

Private Bag 0028, Serowe

Tel: 4630174/76

Kasane

Private Bag 24, Kasane

Tel: 6252247

Selibe Phikwe

Private Bag 10, Selibe Phikwe

Tel: 2659995

Tsabong

Private Bag 007, Tsabong

Tel: 6540142

Maun

P. O. Box 35, Maun

Tel: 6801237

5. Project Information Papers submitted by fax or delivered to other addresses will be rejected; 

6. For general enquiries or clarification regarding any part of the Expression of Interest (EOI), kindly contact M. 

Keatlholetswe (DEA) at 3902050 or K. Phologo (DWNP) at 3971405.

Kutlwano Magazine is Botswana’s oldest Magazine with the widest 
readership and highest circulation  and has been revitalized to reach
a broader readership. 
Circulation: 2, 500 copies, monthly

KUTLWANO ADVERTISING RATES
PRIME PAGES   PRICE
INSIDE FRONT COVER  3250
BACK COVER   3500
CENTRE SPREAD  5000
INSIDE BACK COVER  3000

NORMAL PAGES  
INSIDE PAGES  B/W 1SPOT   2SPOT     FULL COLOUR
FULL PAGE  2000 2200   2400       2600
HALF PAGE  1000 1200  1400       1600
QUARTER PAGE 500 700  900        1100

FOR ADVERTISING SPACE CALL: 3653500
3653592 3653587 3653620 3653591 3653593 3653599

Kutlwano
Magazine
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Dominating The 
Stands Since 1962
www.kutlwano.gov.bw

By Bakang Wren

GABORONE - Devastated by the news 
of the demise of  fashion designer Angelo 
Ambrou, former beauty queens and the 
fashion community remember him for his 
chic designs and impact on their lives.

Angelo called himself ‘the boy from 
Phikwe’ and those who were there at the 
beginning of his journey in Phikwe knew 
him as the man behind the Savvanah 
Creations by Angelo John brand.

His global acclaim came as the designer 
of the Miss Universe ball gown.

Angelo reportedly passed away 
following a severe asthma attack on the 
night of Saturday February 18 at his home 
in Cape Town, South Africa.

In an interview Miss Botswana 
2006, Joyce Manase-Ntau said she was 
distraught when she heard of Angelo’s 
passing.

Her wardrobe at the Miss World 
competition was designed by Angelo 
John.

“I was Angelo’s debut on the 
international pageantry stage, almost all 
of my Miss World wardrobe was from 
Angelo and at that point he was a young 
26-year-old designer operating from 
Selebi-Phikwe,” she said.

She said the late fashion designer‘s work 
was infinite and he was a designer with 
wisdom who had ideas about what the 

Former queens remember designer Angelo

future would or could be like.
She said Angelo was concerned more 

with others’ needs and wishes than with 
his own.
Manase-Ntau said she was proud that the 
fashion gem made it to the international 
platform.

She said he had made his mark in his 
fashion career that he ended up being a 
top notch designer in New York for over 
17 years before relocating to Cape Town.

Sharing Manase-Ntau’s sentiments  
Mpule Kwelagobe remembers how 
everyone stopped to celebrate her and 
many spoke of how beautiful she looked in 
her yellow gown.

It was a double win for the country - 
that had hitherto been unknown, except 
maybe for diamonds or being apartheid 
South Africa’s neighbour; as another local; 
Selebi Phikwe-based, Fashion Designer, 
Angelo John Lambrou, who had designed 
the Cinderella dress, rose to fame.

After news broke that the fashion designer 
was no more, the former beauty queen sent 
out a heartfelt eulogy celebrating the life 
that immensely contributed to hers.

To Mpule, the late Angelo John was 
a beloved friend, brother and designer 
extraordinaire.

She said she came to know him when 
all finalists had travelled to Francistown 
and Selebi Phikwe for fashion shows to 
publicise the upcoming contest, revealing 
that all contestants modelled attires by 
Angelo John’s Savvanah Creations.

“Where do I begin to capture who 
Angelo was, what he meant to those of us 
who loved him and had been part of his 
brilliant journey?” she wondered.

She said she was heartbroken, adding 
that writing the eulogy to her beloved 
Angie was surreal.

One of Botswana’s local designers, 
Thabiso Dibeela said Angelo also inspired 

her to be what she is today.
Taking to her Facebook page, Thabiso 

described the late Angelo John Lambrou 
of Savannah Creations as simply mighty.

“… I learnt of your passing and hardly 
slept. For some reason I was thinking one 
day I am going to die too, but you Angelo 
was special, you were one of my life’s 
treasures,” she added.

She said it was only after Angelo 
designed Mpule Kwelagobe’s winning 
dress that she was able to convince her 
parents why she had to do a fashion degree.

Angelo Lambrou was born on April 
1, 1969 in Zimbabwe (then Southern 
Rhodesia) to Greek Cypriot parents. 

He was educated in South Africa - 
including at the famed Leggats Academy 
of Design in Johannesburg.

He later attended the fashion programme 
at the Central St. Martins in London, 
which produced notable designers such 
as Alexander McQueen, John Galliano, 
Stella McCartney. But for Angelo home 
was always Botswana, specifically Selebi 
Phikwe, where his parents had settled 
when Angelo was a boy.

Angelo recognised the Miss Universe 
win not only as a door to Mpule’s dreams, 
but to his own as well and so the two 
became best buddies.

He made the leap to New York City, in 
2000, opening the first Angelo Lambrou 
Atelier on 96 East 7th Street on the lower 
eastside of Manhattan and would later 
move his atelier to 252W 38th Street in 
midtown Manhattan.
Angelo thrived in New York City and 
was featured in countless magazines and 
fashion dailies, showcased his designs 
during New York fashion week and other 
fashions shows. 
But with all this success, Angelo remained 
the humble “boy from Selebi Phikwe”. 
BOPA

Angelo John (left) and Mpule (centre) during a courtesy call on the then President, Dr Festus Mogae in 1999. Angelo John passed away 
on February 18 at his home in Cape Town.
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By Kamogelo Matlala 

GABORONE – Botswana’s 
table tennis duo, Constance 

Kuswani and Olorato Ramagapu 
yesterday left to take part in 
the South African 2022 Open 
Championships conclusions slated 

By Manowe Motsaathebe

BOBONONG - Despite 
teetering on very slippery ground, 
with crocodiles brandishing their 
slightly curved conical teeth below 
them, Peacemakers hope the 
remaining seven games are their 
ticket to evade the dreaded fall.

A fall to Division One football, 
is usually a heavy blow, and the 
Bobonong outfit do not want to 
even entertain the thought as it 
has seen many once favoured big 
names plummet into near, if not 
total oblivion after several, dismal 
failed attempts to shoot back to the 
First Division football.

Peacemakers’ new coach, 
Rebagamang Keimetswe believes 
his side will still be very much a 
Debswana First Division North 
(FDN) league football feature next 
season, current struggles aside.

Speaking in a post-match 
interview after losing 1-0 to 
Mahalapye Railways Highlanders 
on Wednesday, coach Keimetswe, 
who helped the team promote to 
FDN in 2020, was upbeat that good 
times were ahead for his side. 

He believes they will start 
grinding results this coming 
weekend, when they will be home 
to Sankoyo Bush Bucks.

They have played 15 games from 
the 22 and a win this weekend will 
be a launch pad to their quest for 
survival, especially as they are left 
to spar with teams in the lower 
bracket of the FDN log.

The team is currently 11th from 
the 12 team league with only 10 
points in their cart, while right 
under them are Miscellaneous 
with nine points. At the top is 
TAFIC with 33 points. TAFIC are 
having a good run, after surviving 
relegation to Division One football, 
thanks to Eleven Angels promoting 
to Premiership football.

Keimetswe is positive of staying 
afloat the troubled waters, as his 
troops are experienced. Yes, they 
may cave in owing to expectations 
and demands of playing for the 
only top team in Bobirwa, but he 
remains hopeful.

“No one can claim to be 
unbothered by our current run. 
Most of our players are youngsters 
and from lower divisions, but we’re 
doing all in our might to restore 
hope,” he said. Keimetswe is not 
the only manager with a team 
devoid of experience. Mahalapye 
Railways Highlanders coach, 
Kabo Dintwa is also nurturing a 
promising, young side.

Although his team is having a 
comparatively good run, perched 
on the third spot and seven points 
behind leader TAFIC, Dintwa will 
only be happy with a top eight 
finish. “We don’t expect much 
from them and we don’t even want 
to put them under unnecessary 
pressure of wanting to compete 
for promotion to the Premiership,” 
Dintwa said of their approach to 
a team with most players’ ages 
ranging from 18-21 years.

Meanwhile, more games are 
lined up for this weekend with 
Mbalakalungu lying in wait for 
Rolling Boys at Prisons Grounds, 

Peacemakers seek 
to stay afloat

Motlakase Power Dynamos home 
to Santa Green at Oris Radipotsane 
Stadium. Mahalapye Railways 
Highlanders await Calendar Stars at 
Railways Grounds, while Chadibe 
will be home to Miscellaneous at 
Chad Arena on Saturday. TAFIC 
and Green Lovers square off at 
Francistown City Council Stadium 
in the only Sunday fixture. BOPA

Duo in Cape Town for open championships 
for tomorrow at the Peninsula 
University of Technology in Cape 
Town, South Africa. 

The championships, held last 
year October, could not reach 
conclusion in the stipulated 
time frame as a result of load-
shedding, which then forced 
the competition to run behind 
schedule. 

Botswana Table Tennis 
Association’s mouthpiece 
Tshegofatso Malepa said the 
tournament went as far as the 
ladder stages of the last 16. 

Malepa said the local girls were 
amongst the last 40 athletes that 
got a call up for the conclusions 
including other athletes from 10 
table tennis associations in South 
Africa. 

They are expected back home 
on Monday. BOPA

Kuswani and Ramagapu yesterday left for Cape Town to take part in 
the South African 2022 Open championships conclusions slated for 
tomorrow at Cape Peninsula University of Technology in South Africa.
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Bantsi (left) and Botlhale will on Saturday fight for BAA presidency.

By Anastacia Sibanda 

GABORONE - Botswana 
Athletics Association (BAA) 
will on Saturday elect a new 
committee that will be at the 
helm of the organisation for the 
next four years.
Two sport administrators, the 
organisation’s current president,  
Paphane Botlhale and Moses 
Bantsi will fight for BAA 
presidency position. 

The two candidates will be 
among those vying for eight 
leadership positions contested 
for.  

BAA is among the code 
which bring joy and pride to the 
country as athletes always hoist 

Botswana flag high in different 
competitions, both regionally 
and internationally. 

Some athletics pundits are 
of the view that delegates 
should vote for credible leaders 
who would prioritise athletes’ 
welfare and lure more sponsors 
to the code. 

Sunday Standard sport editor 
Botlhale Koothopile, who has 
been following the development 
at the association, said in an 
interview that both Botlhale and 
Bantsi were experienced leaders 
in their own right. 

He said they had served 
athletics and sports for a very 
long time.

And given their track records, 

he said affiliates would have a 
hard time selecting who would 
lead them in the next four years. 

Koothopile said clubs were 
struggling and that delegates 
should vote for someone who 
would help them get the much 
needed resources to produce 
better results. 

He cited Jwaneng Athletics 
Clubs as one of the clubs, whose 
athletes travel many kilometres 
from their base to access training 
facilities.

The resources needed, he said 
could come in monetary form or 
equipment saying it was taxing 
for clubs to train athletes in the 
current environment. 

Koothopile further said 

delegates should vote for 
someone who is able to protect 
clubs, which develop fresh talent. 

Also, he said there were many 
instances where financially 
strong teams preyed on those 
who developed athletes but 
unable to financially support 
their athletes. 

“This will not only results in 
such clubs failing to develop, but 
some may end up closing shop. 

And this has a bearing on 
BAA. 

This issue of rich clubs taking 
poorer clubs’ prized athletes is 
already causing consternation 
amongst clubs and needs to be 
addressed. 

Voters must therefore elect 

someone who can bring solutions 
to this kind of problem,” he said. 

Koothopile said the 
development of female athletes 
must be also prioritised, given 
that while the country churned 
out many world class male 
athletes, the same could not be 
said about female ones.  

“We have very capable female 
athletes but most of them drop 
out. We cannot afford to have 
one best female athlete in a 
decade. We need to regularly 
produce them as we do with 
male athletes,” he said. 

As such, he said affiliates 
should elect president with the 
best strategy to close identified 
gaps. BOPA

BAA elections Saturday


