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Govtadvances
anti-GBV
legislation

Pako Lebanna
GABORONE

he process of enacting the

legal framework focused
on combating gender-based
violence (GBV) is ongoing, the
Minister of Youth and Gender,
Ms Lesego Chombo, has told
the National Assembly.

In a statement to mark the
closure of this year’s 16 Days
of Activism Against GBV on
Wednesday, Ms Chombo
said broad consultations were
ongoing to inform the piece
of legislation the ministry was
developing to combat GBV,
which they planned to present
to Parliament by July 2026.

“A major pillar of our national
response is the development
of dedicated GBV legislation.
[ am pleased to report that the
process is advancing steadily.
The ministry has concluded
its preliminary stakeholder
analysis and is now drafting the
Drafting Instructions that will
be submitted to the Attorney
General’s Chambers,” said Ms
Chombo.
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Bobinwa farmers brace for
_emang Dijo rollout

Manowe Motsaathebe
BOBONONG

Across Bobirwa District, a mix of anxious hope and quiet fear hangs in the air.
Subsistence farmers - young and old - are watching the skies and their phones with
equal intensity, waiting for two lifelines: the long-awaited rains and the text message
alerting them of the arrival of Lemang Dijo subsidised packages.
For many, the anticipation is sharpened by uncertainty. They hope the rains will
continue long enough for successful planting, yet dread that heavy downpours could
render their clay-rich fields inaccessible to tractors and animal draught power.
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Bobirwa farmers brace for
_emang Dijo rollout

... from page 1

As of December 8, 6 733
subsistence farmers had registered
for the Lemang Dijo programme
in Bobirwa, with 168 already
receiving e-vouchers. But those
issued with vouchers report a
common frustration: the absence
of seeds at designated agro-dealers,
a delay they fear could undermine
government’s intention of
ensuring timely planting.

While most farmers are
clear on the crop production
element, many remain unsure
about the programme’s integrated
beekeeping requirement. Only
a handful of those interviewed
understood the role of bees in
pollination, while others admitted
to fear or confusion -particularly
about handling the insects. The
programme guidelines explain
that bees pollinate about 90 crops,
increasing yields by up to 30
percent per hectare, with the
beehive e-voucher capped at Pl
500.

Yet 72-year-old Ms Tshokolo
Baruti of Mmasenana lands in
Semolale is skeptical.

“Jaanong dinotshi tsone ke le
mosadi?” she asked rhetorically,
wondering how a woman her age
could cope with bees. Still, she
remains committed to planting
as soon as she receives her seeds,
ferdliser and other inputs — and
hopes the forecasted rains will find
her field already ploughed.

The programme has also drawn
interest from young farmers,
including those familiar with
earlier schemes such as ISPAAD
and Temo-Letlotlo. Mr Letso
Oleteng, 20, of Magaleng lands in
Sefophe, is still waiting to redeem
his 100 percent subsidy for tillage,
seeds, pesticides, shelling and
threshing - all covered under a
P2 900 per hectare e-voucher.
Currently in Gaborone, he says
one phone call will put him on
the next bus home. Unlike some,
he accessed the guidelines on
social media and believes the
beekeeping component makes
€conomic sense.

Other farmers, such as Mr

District agronomist Ms
Keakabetse Phalaagae
acknowledged both the
knowledge gaps and
logistical setbacks. She
assured farmers that no one
will receive beehives without
proper training, noting that
issuance will only begin next
season after compulsory
introductory courses.

Kebalepile Mzila of Mahibitswane
lands in Tobane, were unable to
source seeds after being turned
away from BAMB in Selebi-
Phikwe. Mzila, who previously
learned beekeeping through
ISPAAD, has already planted four
hectares and awaits inputs for his
Lemang Dijo plot.

At Phokoje lands in Mmadinare,
71-year-old Mr Boikaego
Kangangwana is energised by
the new programme, although he
depends on tractor owners and
worries about delayed assistance.
He notes that when he plants on
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time, his fields typically produce a
bumper harvest.

Not all farmers are enthusiastic
about the compulsory beekeeping
element. Ms Maretha Mokgathane
of Keisane lands, Bobonong,
said farmers were advised to
“go home and reconsider” their
stance. She admits she did not
fully understand the requirement
and will be planting maize instead
of her usual beans. Similarly,
39-year-old Ms Refilwe Madema
of Mabolwe rushed to register
after learning she had missed a
kgotla meeting. She has since been
approved for the programme and,
like others, is waiting for seeds but
remains uncertain about the bee
component.

District agronomist Ms
Keakabetse Phalaagae
acknowledged both the knowledge
gaps and logistical setbacks. She
assured farmers that no one will
receive beehives without proper
training, noting that issuance
will only begin next season after
compulsory introductory courses.
She also confirmed delays in seed
and fertiliser supply, explaining
that designated suppliers had not
completed registration at ministry
headquarters during the first week
of December.

To ease the backlog, the crop
production office began collecting
fertilisers from Francistown
on December 10 using its only
functioning truck. The department
currently has just two working
vehicles, even though officers
must verify fields before payments
to service providers can be
authorised.

The district office has
requested funds from programme
headquarters to hire casual
labourers and repair additional
vehicles borrowed from the district
commissioner’s office.

Lemang Dijo is an output-
based agro-ecological programme
designed to strengthen household
food security and correct structural
weaknesses that limited earlier
initiatives. For now, the farmers
of Bobirwa wait - for the rains,
for the seeds, and for the message
that will signal their turn. BOPA
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Please be advised that, through Government Gazette Notice
No. 689 of 2025, published on page 5777, the President has
restructured and renamed the Ministry for State President to
be the Ministry for State President, Defence and Security.

The reorganization expands the Ministry’s portfolio
responsibilities to include National Defence, Police Services,
Internal Security, Private Security, the Drug Enforcement
Agency, and Chemical, Biological, Nuclear and Toxins
Weapons, as stipulated in the referenced Gazette Notice.
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Panelists call for tougher
action on cyber GBV

Gontle Merafhe
GABORONE

he Parliamentary Caucus on

Women has been informed
that many people are unknowingly
committing cyber offences by
sharing harmful online content.

Director of the Gender and Child
Protection Branch in the Botswana
Police Service, Senior Assistant
Commissioner Goitseone Ngono,
told a caucus panel discussion in
Gaborone on Monday that some
users ‘innocently share content,
unaware that so doing is a criminal
offence.’

The shared content, she said
called for stronger prevention and
public education on digital gender -
based violence (GBV).

“There is a need to educate and
create awareness for all members
of the community to be well
informed,” Ms Ngono said.

While noting that the police
appreciated the opportunities
offered by the digital space, she said
some users “glorify and validate its
negativity,” and urged that online
platforms be used constructively
“to mediate or create awareness
that builds peace.”

Ms Ngono said offences
registered by the police included
child pornography, cyberstalking
and defamation of character. Most
victims of cybercrime were women
and children, though men were
also affected.

In 2024, Ms Ngono said that
six per cent of GBV victims were
males, indicating that men were
also coming forward to report
GBV. She noted that the police
were finding ways to channel and
prioritise resources to combat
GBV and officers were trained to
identify and address GBV, with
documented standard operating
procedures in place.

Ms Ngono highlighted that over
2 000 digitally facilitated GBV
reports had been processed, most
resulting from ignorance. She
mentioned that many GBV cases
were assault-related, like unlawful
wounding. Out of 2 248 reported
GBV offences in 2024, only 575
were confirmed to be GBV -related.
Additionally, of the 337 murder
cases registered that year, 172 were
GBV -related.

The Chairperson of the
Parliamentary Caucus for Women,
Ms Helen Manyeneng, stated that
digital violence against women
and girls was destructive. She
described digital violence as
invisible, occurring in the digital
space, and emphasised the need for
collaborative efforts to combat it, as
many lives and opportunities were
lost due to such violence.

Ms Manyeneng pointed out
that while digital spaces offered
educational opportunities,
perpetrators of GBV often
exploit women seeking these
opportunities. She warned
that digital violence could
affect individuals, even
leading to suicide.
Therefore, she

.cyber violence such as child
pornography, cyber stalking,
defamation of character were
some of the offences that were
registered by the police, said
Ms Goitseone Ngono

urged parents to monitor their
children’s activities in the digital
realm to mitigate potential harm.

Mr Arnold Somolekae, President
of the Gaborone West Customary
Court, attributed digital violence
to unemployment and an unstable
economy, noting that many young
girls were lured into prostitution
through digital platforms with false
promises of employment. He called
for interventions to hold these
perpetrators accountable.

Renowned lawyer Mr Uyapo
Ndadi stressed the need for the
government to establish women’s
shelters across the country for the
safety of GBV victims.

While Ms Lydia Mathoko-Ditsa
of UN Women Botswana reported
that a UN study indicated that 67
per cent of women experienced
digital violence through
miscommunication, while 73
per cent of journalists were also
victims. She revealed that 300
million children had been affected
by online exploitation in the past
two years, noting that while these
statistics were alarming, many
cases go unreported.

Ms Mathoko-Ditsa advocated
for learning from the HIV/AIDS
epidemic, where community
capacity enhancement helped
eliminate harmful cultural
practices.

She also emphasised the
importance of assessing the
economic impact of GBV, pointing
out that the European Union
spends €329 billion annually to
address it, raising the question of
what this means for Botswana’s
national economic situation.

“We need to analyse the cost
implications of GBV,” she said.
BOPA
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Minister of Youth and Gender Affairs, Ms Lesego Chombo (centre) during 16 Days of Activism Against gender-based
violence (GBV) march in Gaborone recently. In a statement marking the end of the campaign, Ms Chombo said
broad consultations were underway to inform a piece of legislation the ministry was developing to combat GBV,
which was expected to be presented to Parliament by July 2026.

Govt advances anti
-GBV legislation

Government’s commitment to addressing GBV through effective legislation, marks
a step toward ensuring the safety and well-being of all citizens

... from page 1

'The consultations with various
stakeholders including civil society
organisations, ex-offenders, media
practitioners, women’s leagues
of political parties, legal experts
and frontline responders among
others, is to ensure the legislation is
evidence-based, survivor-centred,
and nationally owned, Ms Chombo
said.

“These engagements have
deepened our understanding
of lived realities of violence in
Botswana and the breadth of issues
the law must address. Survivors
underscored the urgent need
for; accessible legal aid, trauma
informed psychosocial support and
assistance extended to their family
members,” she said.

Ms Chombo added that persons
with disabilities highlighted
communication barriers at
police stations, health facilities,
and courts, calling for stronger
inclusion frameworks and for
Special Education to be fully
integrated into the mainstream
education system.

She further revealed that the
comprehensive review of the policy
of the National Policy on Gender
and Development was currently in
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its inception stage.

The development of a Gender
Strategy with World Bank Support,
and the review of the National
Strategy Towards Ending GBV
are also ongoing, the minister said.

Beyond legislation and policy
framework, Ms Chombo said
government was working to
strengthen systems, communities
and services, and extend early
prevention efforts.

She also outlined other measures
including public education
and community engagement,
strengthening frontline responders,
women economic empowerment,
closing the digital gender divide
and supporting shelters through
subventions.

Additionally, Ms Chombo
said her ministry understood
men and boys remain central to
transforming harmful norms and

preventing violence and as such
were being engaged in the battle
to combat GBV.

Members of Parliament largely
spoke in favour of these efforts.

Chobe MP, Mr Simasiku
Mapulanga, spoke of the need for
psychosocial support and mental
health training for women and
children as a means to combat
GBV.

Mr Mapulanga said government
should scale down on exuberant
commemorations which at times
had too much fanfare that derails
from the massaging.

Maun West legislator, Mr
Caterpillar Hikuama, said the
state should pay greater attention
to cyber crime and GBV that
occurred through digital platforms
particularly with the use of
social media pseudo accounts by
perpetrators. BOPA

SADC pandemic fund ushers
INn new climate-resilient era

Thato Mosinyi
GABORONE

As new diseases emerge and
old ones resurge, pandemic
preparedness has become a critical
concern for global health. Lessons
from recent pandemics are key
in building future buffers and
preparedness for forthcoming
outbreaks.

In the wake of COVID-19,
pandemic preparedness is an
urgent priority for governments,
health agencies and international
organisations worldwide.

It was against this backdrop
that Acting Minister of Health,
Mr David Tshere, commended
the launch of the SADC regional
pandemic fund, which is based
on the principle of multisectoral
collaboration. With proactive
measures, societies can better
prevent, detect and respond to
pandemics, safeguarding public
health and socioeconomic stability.

Thus, hosting the multi-country
forum for the pandemic fund was
a significant diplomatic honour for
Botswana and recognition of the
country’s commitment to global
health architecture.

[t was a platform for the country
to showcase its capabilities, share
its successes and strengthen
partnerships that would define
the future.

The event was more than a
meeting, but also a launch of
coordinated action, shared
knowledge and renewed promise
to protect the health and prosperity
of every citizen in the region.

Delivering a keynote address at
the launch of the implementation
phase of the multi-country
pandemic fund forum, Mr Tshere,
indicated that the initiative was
far more than just another project
due to its transformative approach,
empowered by the $35.8 million
(about P466.9 million) investment.

“This fund embodies a global
commitment forged out of the
ordeals, hardship, triumphs, and
lessons learned from the 2019
Covid-19 pandemic,” he said.

He stated that the fund was
dedicated to building a world better
prepared to prevent, detect and
respond to health threats.

The fund, he said, would fortify
the very foundation of the region’s

health system, stating that while
various SADC countries might
have their own sovereignty, health
security nonetheless recognised no
boundaries.

He further said Botswana was
ready to move from planning to
action-oriented implementation
in addressing health pandemics,
highlighting the country’s political
will and readiness to address
pandemic outbreaks.

“We must break our ministerial
silos and align all the policies as
well as direct all the resources
collaboratively towards addressing
pandemic challenges,” he said.

He stated that the visibility of the
fund’s impact must be matched by
accountability and tangible impact
in the community.

Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi,
Madagascar, Mozambique,
Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe received just under
USS36 million (over P480 million)
from the Pandemic Fund to boost
regional health security and fend
off climate-related threats.

'The grant catalysed an additional
USS32 million (over P426.8
million) in co-investment and
USSI2.3 million (over P164 million)
in co-financing.

The Southern African countries
are among the world’s most
impacted by natural disasters, a
reality that put decades of public
health improvements in jeopardy.

Minister Tshere thus said rapid
warming and changing rainfall
patterns intensified extreme
weather events like droughts and
floods, leaving the area’s people
vulnerable to vector and water-
borne diseases.

“The displacement of people and
families from their homes and the
movement of populations from
one country to another exacerbate
the risk of disease spread, while
economic fragility, conflict, poverty
and food insecurity complicate
prevention and response efforts in
many of the project’s countries,”
he said.

Meanwhile, with the pandemic
fund grant, the eight countries and
their partners aim to strengthen
regional health security via an
advanced Emergency Preparedness
and Response (EPR) system
that incorporates climate
considerations. BOPA

Youth takes lead in fight against corruption

Lorato Gaofise
GABORONE

otswana is being urged to

leverage the energy and
creativity of its youth to cultivate
a culture of integrity, according
to Minister for State President,
Defence and Security, Mr Moeti
Mohwasa.

Mr Mohwasa was delivering
a keynote address at the
International Anti-Corruption
Day commemoration in Gaborone
on Tuesday.

He highlighted the necessity
of recalibrating the nation’s
anti-corruption framework and
promoting the active engagement
of young people in governance.

“Corruption has no place in
our society. We are implementing
reforms to empower the
Directorate on Corruption and
Economic Crime (DCEC) and
other institutions dedicated
to safeguarding our national
resources,” he said.

Citing historical movements

like the Soweto Uprising and
the Arab Spring, the minister
underscored the power of
organised youth movements to
demand accountability and foster
societal change.

“Our young people are
informed, engaged and ready
to make their mark,” he said.
Although Botswana is recognised
as one of Africa’s least corrupt
countries, Mr Mohwasa pointed
to concerning trends in declining
integrity indicators, attributed
to administrative failures and
diminished deterrents.

He stressed the importance
of educating youth about the
nation’s anti-corruption history,
referencing past scandals and
commissions that led to the
formation of the DCEC.

Linking the anti-corruption
initiative to the country’s
development vision, he reaffirmed
the government’s commitment to
restoring trust, revitalizing the
economy, and promoting equity.

“These objectives cannot be
achieved without strong integrity

systems and effective public
accountability,” he asserted.

He also welcomed the
engagement of Commonwealth
Africa Anti-Corruption Agencies
at this year’s event.

Reflecting on the theme “Uniting
with Youth Against Corruption:
Shaping Tomorrow’s Integrity,”
Mr Mohwasa emphasised the
significance of raising awareness
about the links between corruption,
underdevelopment, insecurity and
economic inequality.

Minister of Youth and Gender
Affairs, Ms Lesego Chombo,
echoed the call for empowering
youth.

“Corruption continues to
undermine institutions and rob
young people of opportunities,”
she stated, advocating for the
institutionalisation of youth
participation in governance and
their inclusion in decision-making
at all levels, from community
organisations to Parliament.

Ms Chombo noted that
technology and innovation were
essential for fostering transparency.

She encouraged young digital
creators to devise solutions that
enhanced accountability and
participate in initiatives such as
youth anti-corruption clubs and
leadership boot camps focused on
promoting ethics and civic values.

“Integrity starts with small
choices. You may not control those
who solicit bribes, but you control
your response,” she emphasised.

Both ministers reaffirmed
government commitment to
the United Nations Convention
Against Corruption, signed in
2011, encouraging young people
to take a national integrity pledge,
asserting their vital role in building
a fair, transparent, and accountable
nation.

This year’s commemoration
marked a departure from
traditional marches and speeches,
focusing on gathering youth
groups, civil society, local
stakeholders, and representatives
from Commonwealth Africa
Anti-Corruption Agencies for a
comprehensive anti-corruption
conference. BOPA
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Maphucheka: Champion of charity

Thamani Shabani
FRANCISTOWN

t just 37 years old, Ms Kelly

Maphucheka is passionately
working to reshape the concept
of purpose.

Approaching the age of 40, a time
often said to mark the beginning of
anew chapter in life, this dedicated
philanthropist and human rights
advocate from Tatisiding is already
making a remarkable impact in the
lives of those in need.

As a mother of three lively boys,
two twins and their younger sibling,
Ms Maphucheka’s journey reflects
her steadfast commitment to
service and community upliftment.

With a robust record of
charitable efforts in Francistown,
Ms Maphucheka serves as an
inspiring figure in her community.

She has successfully collaborated
with various local businesses,
including My Spar, Fours, Sefalana,
Coca-Cola, Global Lubricants and
Debonairs, to make a tangible
difference.

Through these partnerships,
she has been able to provide vital
support to children at the Lephoi
Centre, delivering necessities such
as school uniforms, bags, shoes
and sanitary products thanks to
contributions from African Child
at Work, a South African charity.

Her philanthropic activities go
even further, she has organised
festive Christmas parties,
distributed meals, including
soup and bread, to vulnerable
children and played a crucial
role in a fundraising dinner for
the Francistown SOS Children’s
Village during a time of dwindling
international support.

Philanthropist, Ms Kelly
Maphucheka said her passion
for the less priviledge was born
out of her experiences growing
up in Tatisiding seeing other
children going to bed on an
empty stomach.

Photo: Ogopoleng Kgomoethata

Her passion for compassion
towards the less privileged was
born out of her own experiences
growing up in the Mmoroso ward
of Tatsiding.

Ms Maphucheka recalls being
deeply touched by families in
her neighbourhoods who went
to bed without a single meal and
she began to ponder the plight of
children in those families.

“My family was not that poor
and we lived a good life like
anybody else as my father was
working, but what touched me a
lot were those that did not have
anything,” she said.

This early empathy for the
struggles of others has driven her
to address food insecurity and
empower children in need.

“I started all of this as an
individual, fuelled by a
deep sense of passion,”
Ms Maphucheka
noted, underscoring
her personal
dedication.

However,
she quickly
recognised

that her vision required more
than individual efforts.

In 2023, she founded the Feed
a Child Movement, a structured
platform to facilitate her charitable
initiatives.

“It all began during the SOS
fundraising dinner, I realised I
needed an organised entity to
help advance my mission,” she
explained.

With a background in
journalism and a deep awareness
of the struggles faced by local
families, Ms Maphucheka has
channelled her passion into
addressing food insecurity and
empowering children in need.

Her approach goes beyond
immediate aid, she is nurturing
skills and talents to help children

not just survive, but also thrive.
Through Feed A Child,

which she established
in 2023, Ms
Maphucheka is
providing food
assistance while
also focusing on

holistic

Although still in the registration
process, the movement has
expanded its focus to include skill
development and talent nurturing
across various sectors, especially
agriculture, which plays a crucial
role in Botswana’s rural economy.

“Feed a Child is about far more
than just providing meals, it is
about fostering skills and talents to
bring about sustainable change,”

Ms Maphucheka said.

Her vision is to cultivate
world changers and critical
thinkers who will emerge as
agents of transformation in their

communities.

Despite some misconceptions
surrounding her work, she
remains committed to sharing
credible stories that resonate with

the mission.

With the assistance of
business consultants and a
global agricultural network,
Ms Maphucheka is developing
proposals and innovative outreach
ideas, inviting others to join her

impactful journey.

“What is in it for you is the
very same network,” she said,

encouraging collaboration.

With a background
in journalism and a
deep awareness of
the struggles faced
by families, Ms
Maphucheka has
channelled her
passion into
empowering
children in need.

As she pushes towards the
official registration of the
Feed a Child Movement, Ms
Maphucheka’s aspirations are
set to elevate.

With ambitions to extend her
work throughout Botswana,
her vision is both simple and
profound.

“We are training world
changers and critical thinkers,
and this is just the beginning.
Through Feed a Child, we aim
to nurture talents, empower
communities and cultivate a
legacy of hope and resilience for
generations to come,” she said.

Her efforts are a testament to
the power of community-driven
solutions and those familiar with
her work say she was creating a
more holistic approach to aid,
empowering children to become
agents of change in their own
right.

With plans to register Feed A
Child and expand its reach across
Botswana, Ms Maphucheka is
eager to involve more community
members and organisations in
her mission.

Her work highlights the
importance of collaborative
efforts in tackling challenges
that government support alone
cannot address.

Ms Maphucheka invited
individuals and businesses to
join her cause. She urged people
to volunteer their time to help
with programmes that feed,
nurture and develop the talents
of children in the community,
believing that every hour counted
is making a difference.

She said donations of food
supplies, educational materials,
or other resources were also
welcomed, as every contribution
directly impacted the lives of
vulnerable children.

She encouraged the use of
social media and community
platforms to raise awareness
about the challenges faced by
these children and the work that
Feed A Child was doing, noting
that amplifying the message
could drive more support to the
cause. BOPA

2025 PSLE results indicate performance improvement

GABORONE

he Botswana Examinations
Council (BEC) has released

the 2025 Primary School Leaving
Examinations (PSLE) results,
indicating an improvement
in academic performance
compared to the previous year.
A press release from the BEC
says a total of 52 766 candidates
wrote the 2025 examination,
which was a decrease in
candidature of 0.51 per cent from
the 2024 candidature of 53 039.

The release says the
2025 cohort had
26 533 males and

26 233 females who

outperformed their
male counterpartsin
all subjects.

[t also says the 2025 PSLE
overall performance indicates
that the proportion of candidates
obtaining pass grades (Grade E or
better) stands at 99.91 per cent
compared to that of the previous
year at 99.80 per cent, signifying
that almost all candidates who sat
the 2025 PSLE qualified for the
award of the minimum grade.

[t further says only 13
candidates were declared
unclassified - denoted by letter
U- while 34 candidates could not
reach requirements for the award
of a grade, denoted by letter X,
which was mostly caused by
absenteeism of candidates from
the examination.

The proportion of candidates
obtaining credit grades (Grade C
or better), it says, has improved
by 0.80 per cent, from 73.30 per
cent in 2024 to 74.10 per cent
this year.While the percentage
of candidates obtaining Grade A
in this examination has increased
by 0.30 per cent, from 21.10 per
cent in 2024 to 21.40 per cent

in 2025.

Additionally, the proportion
of candidates obtaining Grade B
or better has also improved, with

an increase of 0.90per cent from
40.30 per cent in 2024 to 41.20
per cent this year.

According to BEC, the results

indicate an improvement in
performance at the qualification
level compared to the previous
year. BOPA

Summary of 2025 PLSE results

Symbol/Grade Candidature Percentage Cumulative
Grade A 11,301 21.42% 21.42%
Grade B 10,436 19.78% 41.20%
Grade C 17,367 32.91% 74.11%
Grade D 9,759 18.49% 92.60%
Grade E 3,856 7.31% 99.91%

U 13 0.02% 99.93%
X 34 0.06% 100%
TOTAL 52,766
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As the holiday season approaches, scenes of increased activity, colourful
décor and heightened public movement can be observed across the
country. Communities, businesses and security agencies are all stepping
up their preparations to ensure a smooth and enjoyable festive period.
Below are moments that reflect the nation’s transition into the Christmas
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Botswana Defence Force members and Botswana Police Service officers manning a roadblock along the A1 High-
way to check valid driver’s licences and vehicle roadworthiness, while also cautioning motorists to drive safely
during the festive season. Photo: Phenyo Moalosi

Woolworths employees, Ms Ame Moakofi (left) and Ms Gorata Madibela
preparing Chirstmas décor as the festive holiday season kicks off. Ms
Moakofi said the display was essential to signal the store’s readiness for
the festive mood. Photo: Teko Letsholo

Representatives from private companies, including Bokomo, Choppies and CA Sales, recently handed over food
hampers to the Botswana Defence Force (BDF) and Botswana Police Service in support of Operation Pabalesego
Il for the Christmas holidays. BDF Commander, General Mpho Mophuting expressed gratitude to the corporate
sector for its continued partnership, saying such support was vital in safeguarding the nation.

Photo: Tshoganetso Mokowe
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Christmas decorations bearing Santa Claus imagery, are brightening the
atmosphere at Game City Mall as retailers embrace the festive season.
Photo: Teko Letsholo
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Christmas grocery shopping has started, with shoppers stocking up in preparation for travelling and festive
celebrations with their families. Photo: Teko Letsholo
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Members of the Botswana Police Service and Botswana Defence Messrs Edward Masitwa (left), Mosa Dibe (centre) and Farners Rakotsepe loading motshelo packages at Trans

Force conducting a joint Operation Pabalesego Il patrol in the streets Cash and Carry in Gaborone. Mr Dibe said they were buying in advance to avoid stock shortages, noting that
of Gaborone. The visibility of the law enforcement officers is aimed at Batswana had already started bulk shopping. Photo: Teko Letsholo
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reducing criminal activities during festive season. Photo: Phenyo Moalosi
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ilyBusiness

New CEDA branch
to spur growth

Goitsemodimo Williams
-Madzonga

TUTUME

he establishment of a

Citizen Entrepreneurial
Development Agency (CEDA)
branch in Tutume has been
warmly welcomed by clients and
the broader business community,
as it brings renewed hope and
opportunities especially for young
people who previously struggled
to access services offered in
Francistown.

Tutume and its surrounding
villages have long been home
to hardworking, innovative and
ambitious people across sectors
such as agriculture, retail and
tourism. With the region’s vast
economic potential, the opening of
the new CEDA office is viewed as
amajor boost for both Tutume and
parts of the North East District.
The Nswazwi—Kalakamati bypass
road is expected to reduce travel
distances for residents seeking

CEDA services, eliminating the
need to travel to Francistown for
essential support.

Speaking during the official
opening, Minister of Trade and
Entrepreneurship, Mr Tiroeaone
Ntsima, said CEDA believed in
people’s ideas and was committed
to nurturing them into viable
businesses. Doing so, he said, would
create employment opportunities
and strengthen local economic
empowerment , key priorities
under government’s job-creation
agenda.

Mr Ntsima highlighted that since
its establishment in 2001, CEDA
had remained one of the country’s
strongest instruments for citizen
economic empowerment, funding
thousands of citizen-owned
businesses, supporting start-ups,
reviving struggling enterprises and
creating opportunities for youth
and women nationwide.

In the region alone, he revealed
that the agency had invested over
P150 million in 943 businesses
across various sectors, a clear

CEDA branch in Tutume is bringing renewed hope and
opportunities especially for young people who previously struggled
to access services offered in Francistown.
Photo: Goitsemodimo Williams-Madzonga

demonstration of its commitment
to entrepreneurship and economic
development.

He further noted that the
opening of the new branch
marked a significant milestone
in CEDA’s growth, aligning
with government’s broader
economic diversification drive
under the Botswana Economic
Transformation Programme
(BETP), which aimed to reduce
reliance on diamonds.

CEDA beneficiary and
businessma, Mr Power
Monyamane welcomed the
development, describing the new
office as a breakthrough that would
close long-standing gaps caused by
limited access to information and
services due to distance.

‘The new branch marks
a milestone in CEDA’s
growth, aligning with
government’s broader
economic diversification
drive under the Botswana
Economic Transformation
Programme.

He encouraged fellow
entrepreneurs to visit the
office for accurate, first-hand
information rather than relying on
hearsay, noting that some aspiring
businesspeople hesitated to seek
guidance directly.

He advised that passion was key
to business success, cautioning
against copying others’ projects
without genuine interest. Mr
Monyamane, who has invested
in property development through
CEDA support, said he had built
office spaces currently housing the
Ministry of Finance revenue office.
He indicated plans to seek further
funding for upcoming projects.

He urged young people to take
advantage of the new CEDA office,
apply for funding while they were
still young, and use the opportunity
to build sustainable businesses and
long-term careers. BOPA
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CEDA Kanye Branch Manager, Mr Tuelo Rabaloi said CEDA had
approved funding for 20 local businesses in 2025, injecting a total
of P11,126,249.00 and creating 148 much-needed jobs.

Marvin Motlhabane

KANYE

n a major boost for the Kanye

District economy, the Citizen
Entrepreneurial Development
Agency (CEDA) has approved
funding for 20 local businesses in
2025, injecting a total of P11, 126,
249. 00 and creating 148 jobs.

One standout project, a large-
scale property development worth
P10.5S million single-handedly
delivered 123 permanent jobs,
dwarfing the employment impact
of the other 19 ventures combined.

The remaining 19 projects shared
just P601,30S with agribusiness
(10 projects) receiving P388,507
and generating 15 jobs, services
(seven projects) getting P189,798
for 8 jobs, and manufacturing (two
projects) securing the smallest
slice at P22,000, yielding only
two jobs.

Speaking to BOPA in an
interview on Friday, Kanye
CEDA Branch Manager, Mr
Tuelo Rabaloi said while dryland
farming dominated applications
in the district, the agency was
deliberately shifting focus toward
manufacturing, a sector that
can slash Botswana’s import bill
and create far more sustainable
employment.

“We want more manufacturing
projects. They deliver bigger
national benefits. That’s why we
are rolling out new funding lines
specifically designed to make these
businesses bankable.”

Among the new products now
available are A di tsale, Thuo

Letlotlo, and a dedicated Artificial
Insemination programme for
livestock farmers all aimed at
accelerating job creation and
building businesses that added real
value to Botswana’s GDP, he said.

In the property space, Mr
Rabaloi said CEDA was also
steering developers away from
multi-residential blocks and
toward job-rich commercial
developments such as shopping
malls and retail centres.

“Support doesn’t stop at
handing over the cheque” he
said, emphasising that the CEDA
assigned trained mentors to every
funded business, offering ongoing
guidance to ensure long-term
survival and growth. When
specialist expertise is needed,
the agency foots 90 per cent of
the cost for external business
consultants, with clients paying
only 10 percent.

Mr Rabaloi said strategic
partnerships were another key
ingredient. Through ties with
the Local Enterprise Authority
(LEA) and other government
bodies, CEDA clients gain access
to advanced training, market
linkages, and additional support
services.

“These collaborations are critical.
We are not just giving money, we
are building an ecosystem where
citizen-owned businesses can truly
thrive.”

With new funding windows
opening and a clear push toward
high-impact sectors, Rabaloi said
Kanye entrepreneurs now have
more tools than ever to turn ideas
into jobs and growth. BOPA

LEA and councll join efforts to support informal sector

Chendzimu Manyepedza

SELEBIPHIKWE

he 42 newly built small-scale
market stalls, valued at P3.2
million and a joint effort between
the Local Enterprise Authority
(LEA) and Selebi Phikwe Town
Council, mark a significant and
timely investment opportunity
for the support and growth of the
informal business sector.
Speaking during the official
launch of the informal sector
market stalls in Selebi Phikwe on
Wednesday, Minister of Trade
and Entrepreneurship, Mr
Tiroeaone Ntsima underscored
the government’s commitment to
not only support but also enhance
the growth and sustainability of
the informal sector.

Mr Ntsima said a

comprehensive support through
the provision of well-equipped
stalls was set to foster an
environment that encouraged
entrepreneurship, stimulated
local economies, and empowered
individuals to pursue their
business aspirations that would
continuously lead to the growth
of the sector.This endeavour, he
said, was also expected to create
new opportunities for job creation
and improve the livelihoods of
many within the community.

“The informal trade sector
contributes significantly as the
backbone of the economy, and it
supports countless families and
drives local economies across the
communities, hence the need
for a comprehensive support,”
he said.

To this end, the minister said

that government was aware of
the plight that fell the region
when the BCL mine closed, hence
more efforts were implemented
towards the revitalisation of the
economy.

He urged business development
agencies such as LEA, Selebi
Phikwe Economic Diversification
Unit and other relevant
stakeholders to harmonise
policies and regulations, eliminate
the bureaucratic obstacles that
may hinder the growth and
success of both the informal
sector and Small, Medium, and
Micro Enterprises (SMMEs).
Mr Ntsima said a cohesive
framework could foster a more
conducive environment for
entrepreneurship, ultimately
driving economic development
and creating job opportunities

within the region.

LEA, Caretaker CEO, Mr
Thato Jensen, said the objective
of the 42 informal sector market
stalls was to contribute towards
revitalisation of the Selebi Phikwe
economic activities through
supporting the informal sector
with the provision of accessible
and affordable ‘working market’.

He said the stalls were also an
attempt to transition the informal
traders to a more organised and
modern trading facility that would
provide a co-learning and co-
creation hub in harmony with
other formal business entities.

Mr Jensen said the P3,2 million
was adequate for completion of 50
stalls; however, the number was
reduced to 42, and the plan was
re-redesigned to cater for the
construction of ablution facilities.

He said that from a total of 42
stalls, 24 would be reserved for
agriculture/horticulture produce,
18 would be allocated to other
sectors such as catering, tailoring,
and general retail.

For his part, Councillor for
Meriting Ward Mr Moagisi Buru
said the introduction of these
stalls represented a renewed hope
for small-scale business operators
and would significantly empower
informal traders, providing them
with much-needed boost in
resources and support.

He emphasised that these new
operational spaces would not
only enhance the visibility of the
vendors but also improve their
working conditions, allowing
them to conduct businesses
in an agile manner and more
efficiently. BOPA
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INTHE HIGH COURT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT
FRANCISTOWN

ESHFT000139-25

FIRST AND FINALDISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT

INTHE ESTATE of the late Mr. Boitumelo
Mpuru - ESHFT000139-25 who died at
Mokgobelele ward Letlhakane Central
- Boteti District on the 23rd August
2024.

NOTICE IS HEREBY First and final
Liquidation and Distribution Account
in the above High Court Francistown
for period of twenty-one (21)

days from the date of the second

publications therefore.
DATE AT FRANCISTOWN THIS 24 DAY OF
FEBUARY 2025

Executor Dative

P OBox 618
Letlhakane

ANDTO:

Master of High Court
Private Bag F13
Francistown

NOTICE OF LOST DEED

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned intends to apply for a
certified copy of deed no 400/1993
dated 17TH NOVEMBER 1993 made in
favour of Alphonse Nsala In respect of;

CERTAIN: TRIBAL LOT 106 TUTUME
MEASURING: 1576m2 (ONE
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND
SEVENTY SIX- SQUARE METERS)
SITUATE: AT BANGWATO TRIBAL
TERRITORY

HELD UNDER: DEED NO: 400/1993
DATED 17TH NOVEMBER 1993

All Persons having objection to the
issue of such copy are required to
lodge the same in writing to the
Registrar of Deeds, Francistown
within three (3) weeks from the last
publication notice.

Dated: 09 DECEMBER 2025
ADDRESS: P O BOX 394, TUTUME
BOTSWANA

NOTICE OF LOST DEED

Notice is hereby given that the
undersigned intends to apply for a
certified copy of deed no 226/1993
dated 23rd June 1993 made in favour
of Alphonse Nsala In respect of;

CERTAIN: TRIBAL LOT 107 TUTUME
MEASURING: 2591m2 (TWO
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND
NINETY-ONE SQUARE METERS)
SITUATE: AT BANGWATO TRIBAL
TERRITORY

HELD UNDER: DEED NO: 226/1993
DATED 23RD JUNE 1993

All Persons having objection to the
issue of such copy are required to
lodge the same in writing to the
Registrar of Deeds, Francistown
within three (3) weeks from the last

Notice of Lost Title Deed

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to apply for a certified copy of
Memorandum of Agreement of Lease N0.60/92 this 14" of February 1992 in favour of
SADISCO Proprietary Limited in respect of the below mentioned property namely:

CERTAIN: Piece of land being Tribal Lot 503, Serowe

SITUATE: at Serowe in the Ngwato Tribal Area

MEASURING: measuring 1999m2

HELD UNDER: Memorandum of Agreement of lease No. 60/92 dated 17™ day of February 1992
made in favour of SADISCO Proprietary Limited.

All persons having objections to the issuance of such copy are hereby required to lodge the same,
in writing, with the registrar of Title Deeds for Botswana within three (3) weeks of publication of
this notice.

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS

IN THE ESTATE of the late ONKEMETSE MODISAOTSILE who died at Mmamatlakala, South Africa,
Limpopo, District on the 28" day of March 2024.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Debtors and Creditors in the above Estate are hereby required to
pay their debts and file claims of whatever nature with the undersigned within thirty (30) days after the
publication hereof.

DATED at ..... on this ..... Day of ..... 2025

The Executrix

Segametsi Modisaotsile

P O BOX 2927, MOLEPOLOLE
CELL: 72220140

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFIED COPY OF LOST TITLE DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends applying for a certified copy of Deed
of Fixed Period State Grant No: 59/80 dated 6* day of February 1980 passed in favour of
BONIFACE CALIB MASETE registered over the following property:

CERTAIN: Piece of Land being Lot 8017;
SITUATE: in Gaborone Extension 25;
MEASURING: 770 Square Metres

All persons having objection to the issue of such copy are hereby required to lodge their
objection with the REGISTRAR OF DEEDS for BOTSWANA at GABORONE within three weeks
of the date of the second publication of this notice.
Rabashwa Attorneys
Applicant’s Attorneys
Gaborone West P.O.Box 6AAH

Plot 23714, Phase 4 GABORONE

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFIED COPY OF LOST TITLE DEED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends applying for a certified copy of Deed
of Transfer No: 25/82 dated 28t day of January 1982 passed in favour of CALIB BONIFACE
MASETE registered over the following property:

CERTAIN: Piece of Land being Lot 4758;
SITUATE: in Gaborone Extension 16;
MEASURING: 907.50m? (Nine Hundred And Seven decimal five Nought Square Metres);

All persons having objection to the issue of such copy are hereby required to lodge their
objection with the REGISTRAR OF DEEDS for BOTSWANA at GABORONE within three weeks
of the date of the second publication of this notice.
Rabashwa Attorneys
Applicant’s Attorneys
Gaborone West P.0.Box 6AAH

Plot 23714, Phase 4 GABORONE

Public Notice

National Public Procurement Pitso to Shape the Future of Procurement in Botswana

The Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) will host the inaugural National Public
Procurement Pitso in February 2026 at the Gaborone International Convention Centre (GICC). The
event, themed “Driving an Agile and Transformative Public Procurement System,” will convene over
600 delegates to reflect on the progress, challenges, and future of Botswana's public procurement
landscape under the Public Procurement Act (PP Act), 2021.

The PP Act, which came into force on 14 April 2022, established a modern framework for public
procurement across central government, local authorities, parastatals, and all entities utilizing
public funds. The PPRA, which succeeded the former Public Procurement and Asset Disposal Board
(PPADB), is mandated to promote efficiency, transparency, accountability, and innovation in the

procurement system.

While notable progress has been made in capacity building, compliance assessments, and public
education, gaps persist in implementing the Act. Key areas requiring further attention include the

professionalization of procurement

personnel,

development and implementation of an

e-procurement system, administration sanctions, and Public Procurement Entity Model Structure.
Allegations of non-compliance and unethical conduct further emphasize the need for a national

platform to address these issues collaboratively.

Objectives of the National Public Procurement Pitso

The Pitso seeks to:

® Engage stakeholders in open dialogue on the current state of public procurement in Botswana.
e Identify implementation gaps within the PP Act and develop actionable improvement

strategies.

® Share knowledge, experiences and best practices in public procurement.
® Examine challenges affecting effective implementation and propose practical solutions.
® Reinforce the contribution of public procurement to economic growth and citizen

empowerment.

® Explore innovation, technology, and governance as drivers of transformation in procurement.

The Pitso will feature a Keynote Address by the Vice President of the Republic of Botswana and

Minister of Finance, Mr. Ndaba Gaolathe.

Presentations are also expected from PPRA development partners and networks such as the World
Bank and the African Public Procurement Network (APPN), Public Procurement Regulators from
the African continent and other institutions such as from Tanzania, Egypt and Malawi and the
South African National Roads Agency Limited (SANRAL).

Local institutions such as DEBSWANA, Directorate on Corruption and Economic Crime (DCEC) and
Consumer and Competition Authority (CCA) will also share insights. A wide range of topics including

e-procurement,

professionalization, corruption prevention, citizen economic empowerment,

infrastructure development, open contracting, and data analytics in procurement will be delivered.

publication notice. The gathering will also attract key partners including the African Development Bank, United States

Trade and Development Agency, Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply, Companies and
Intellectual Property Authority, Botswana Unified Revenue Services, and Botswana Bureau of
Standards, Procurement Professionals, Accounting Officers, Policy-Makers, Legislators,
Representatives from Business Botswana, Regulators, Sponsors, and Media.

Dated: 09 DECEMBER 2025
ADDRESS: P O BOX 394, TUTUME
BOTSWANA

Delegates will engage in constructive discussions, share insights, and provide feedback on the
implementation of the PP Act. The forum aims to foster continuous improvement, inclusivity, and
innovation within Botswana's public procurement system. Plans are underway to make the
National Public Procurement Pitso an annual, rotational event, promoting broader participation
and accessibility across the world.

Daily
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For more information, please contact: Public Relations Office at Tel: 3602017 / 2014 / 2022 or Email:

proffice@ppra.co.bw.

Public Procurement Regulatory Authority

Francistown

Tel: (+267) 242 5900

Plot 44149, Third f