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By Esther Mmolai

MAUN - Skills fair and career 
clinics provide career related 
information to prospective 
learners, Human Resources 
Development Council (HRDC), 
chief executive officer, Professor 
Alinah Segobye has said.

Speaking at a two-day skills 
fair and career clinic in Maun 
recently, she said the event availed 
education and training institutions 
an opportunity to converge under 
one roof to showcase learner-
centered education and training 
opportunities.

Prof. Segobye said the clinic was 
a strategic stakeholder engagement 
activity geared towards promoting 
the education and training sector. 

She said in an interview on the 
side-lines of the event that the 
career clinic was meant to assist 
learners, families and businesses to 
understand the nature of skills and 
careers needed in the economy.

She commended education 
and training institutions as 
well as prospective learners for 
responding positively to this year’s 
event, noting that it had provided 

information to learners using 
multiple approaches.

“We have decided to come to 
Maun to bring one of our core 
services to the communities of 
Maun and surroundings to assist 
and advise prospective learners 
about the programmes of study 
that are in line with career paths 
marketable,” she added.

Prof. Segobye expressed concern 
that many young people attended 
school without acquiring literacy 
skills, leaving them unable to 
compete in the job market. 

A lecturer from Botswana 
University of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (BUAN), Dr 
Keoikantse Sianga, hailed the 
initiative as a good move that 
enabled institutions to reach out to 
prospective students.

Many learners, he said, were 
frequenting stalls to enquire about 
available courses, with some of 
them applying on the spot. 

Dr Sianga said BUAN also 
played a key role in demonstrating 
key programmes that learners 
could take to solve real life 
situations.

“We had an interesting 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

DETAILED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) FOR 
RIVERSAND MINING ALONG MAHALAPYE RIVER IN MOKOSWANE 

Multimon invites members of the public to consultation meetings 
for the proposed sand mining in Mokoswane in fulfilment of Section 
7, subsection 2 of the Environmental Assessment Act as of CAP 
(65:07), Notice is hereby given for a public meeting for the proposed 
development. 

The Project
The project involves the riversand extraction near MOKOSWANE 

Negative Impacts 
It is anticipated that the activities outlined above will result in some of 
the following impacts; 

•Groundwater pollution

•Dust nuisance 

Positive Impacts  
Positive impacts will include among others: 

•Employment opportunities for locals

•Availability of sand for construction

Public Meetings 
All residents, interested and affected parties are invited to a Kgotla 
Meeting as scheduled below:

Location Venue Date Time

MOKOSWANE Mokoswane Kgotla 20 March 2023 8:30am

For further details on the EIA project, please contact:

The Project Manager
Tel: 71410145 Fax: 5710770
Email: ecodev.af ica@outlook.com 

KITSISO MO SECHABENG 

TSHEKATSHEKO TIKOLOGO YA GO EPIWA GA MOTLHABA MO 
NOKENG YA MAHALAPYE MO MOKOSWANE 

Multimon e laletsa sechaba go tla phuthegong ya kgotla mabapi le 
go epiwa ga motlhaba mo Nokeng ya Mahalapye mo Mokoswane. 
Phuthego e tlaa tshwarwa go diragatsa molao wa Tshekatsheko 
Tikologo o o rurifaditsweng ke Palamente. 

Tiro e e akanyeditsweng 
Tiro e e akanyeditsweng e akaretsa go epiwa ga motlhaba mo nokeng ya 
Mahalapye mo Mokoswane.

Ditlamorago tsa tiro tse di sa eletsegeng

•Kgotlalesego metsi

•Go tsosa lerole

Ditla morago tse di eletsegang

•Go bulega ga diphatlha tsa mebereko mo banning ba lefelo

•Go nna teng ga mebu ya kago

Diphuthego tsa Kgotla
Baagi ba motse, ba ba nang le kgatlhego le ba ba amegang mo tirong e, 
ba lalediwa go tla phuthegong.

Lefelo Lefelo la Phuthego Letsasi Nako

Mokoswane Mokoswane Kgotla 20 Mopitlo 2023 8:30am

Fa o tlhoka tlhaloso go feta fa, o ka ikgolaganya le:

Mookamedi 
Mogala: 71410145 kgotsa fax: 5710770
Email: ecodev.africa@outlook.com 

Dr Molokomme

G A B O R O N E -Bo t swa na’s 
permanent representative to the 
United Nations in Geneva and 
Ambassador to Switzerland, Dr 
Athaliah Molokomme, has been 
appointed chairperson of the 
General Council of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO).

A press statement from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs states 
that the general council is WTO’s 
highest decision-making body.

“The council is entrusted with 
carrying out the functions of the 
organisation, ensuring compliance 
with the organisation’s rules and 
promoting the conduct of fair and 
transparent international trade by 
all members,” states the release.

It also says the general 
conference oversees the dispute 
settlement body and the trade 
policy review mechanism both of 
which Ambassador Molokomme 
has chaired.

“The council is responsible for 
preparing for presentation to the 
ministerial conference, the annual 
report on its activities and the work 
of the secretariat,” says the release.

Chairperson of the general 
council is mandated to work 
closely with all the 164 WTO 
member states to oversee the 
operations of the WTO agreements 
and ministerial decisions. BOPA

By Bonang Masolotate

GABORONE- The Ministry 
of Health is on course to build a 
resilient health care system able to 
withstand emergent public health 
events as well as  prevent, detect, 
and respond to public health 
threats.

Such system will consider all 
aspects involved in a pandemic 
response, be it surveillance, 
strategic stakeholder engagement, 
access to services, supply chain 
management, financing and 
governance arrangements, among 
other things.

Assistant Minister of Health, 
Mr Setlhomo Lelatisitswe, said 
Wednesday during graduation 
of the second cohort of Frontline 
Field Epidemiology Training 
Programme.

He said enhancing the health 
care system would start bearing 
fruits.

The assistant minister said it was 
essential for every country to have 
an applied epidemiology training 
programme that could result in the 
expansion of knowledge and skills 
of health personnel to conduct 
surveillance, investigate outbreaks, 
estimate disease burden and 
evaluate determinants of health 
as well as impacting positively on 
public health outcomes.

 “As field epidemiology trained 
officers, you are now competent 
to investigate and respond to 
disease outbreaks and public 
health emergencies, not only in 
Botswana, but anywhere where 
your skills and expertise may 
be needed. Your skills are vital 
in preventing illness and saving 
lives,” he said to the 20 field 

epidemiology graduates.
Permanent secretary in the 

ministry, Ms Grace Muzila, said 
the ministry launched a revamped 
programme last year with intention 
to build capacity for effective 
response.

She implored the graduates to 
employ what they had learnt to 
impact communities.

Ms Muzila further said the 
country’s health service was 
expensive and there was need 
for field epidemiology officers 
to work with the community to 
promote good health attitudes.

Deputy director at the Centre 
for Disease Control (CDC), Mr 
Hussein Baseer, said the United 
States had a long standing 
collaboration with Ministry of 
Health,citing the US involvement 
in Botswana’s fight against HIV/
AIDS, among other things.

He said the collaboration 
between CDC and Ministry of 
Health for the Field Epidemiology 
Training Programme 
demonstrated the strong desire by 
the nations to build resilient health 
ecosystem, able to offer rapid 
response to pandemics and other 
public health emergencies.

He said one of the reason learned 
from the COVID 19 pandemic was 
the need to build resilient health 
systems that could minimise 
disruptions to health care systems 
and ensure health security for all, 
adding that there was no better 
time than now for governments to 
invest in the field of epidemiology.

He said as such the US 
government was ready to support 
Botswana to improve the health 
and well-being of its people.  
BOPA

Ministry builds 
resilient health 
care system

Mr Baseer (left),  Ms Muzila (second left), field project frontline graduate, Ms Naomi Kashweeka (second 
right) and Mr Lelatisitswe at a graduation ceremony in Gaborone on Wednesday. Mr Lelatisitswe thanked 
the Field Epidemiology Training Programme graduates for their dedication to improving the health system. 
Photo: Baldwin Nyamande

Career clinics way to go
interaction with our potential 
students in Ngamiland as many 
had an opportunity to select 
courses, which they found key in 
securing jobs after they graduate. 
BOPA

Molokomme 
chairperson of 
WTO general 
council 
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By Moshe Galeragwe

GABORONE - The Ministry of 
Lands and Water Affairs through 
Water Utilities Corporation 
(WUC) is currently engaged in 
more than 100 major projects 
geared at improving the water 
security situation in Botswana.

  The projects, meant to ensure 
constant water supply of the 
right quality and quantity, would 
approach an expenditure of P5 
billion upon completion, Minister 
Kefentse Mzwinila told the media 
in Gaborone Wednesday.

He explained that the projects 
were for potable and waste water 
and included reticulation as well 
as  improvement of infrastructure 
among them construction of 
treatment plants.

 Dr  Mzwinila said one such 
project was the Glen Valley waste 
water recycling project which 
was currently at tender award 
stage.

Grey water from the treatment 
plant would be recycled to potable 
use standard, he said. 

Dr Mzwinila stated that the 
future of water security in 
Botswana was dependent on waste 
water reclamation and getting 
water from external sources. He 
said significant progress had 
been made in drawing water 
from the Chobe-Zambezi River 
for use in the Pandamatenga, 
Boteti, Selebi Phikwe, Bobirwa 
production areas and others in 
southern Botswana.

Minister Mzwinila said the 
country was also working on 
drawing water from the sea in 
Namibia.

The minister revealed 
that WUC was working on 
mechanisms that could be used 
to reduce the amount of water 
lost through among others 
evaporation.
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Over 100 water security related projects ongoing

Dr Mzwinila (left), Ministry of Lands and Water Affairs permanent secretary, Dr Kekgonne Baipoledi 
(centre) and Water Utilities Cooperation CEO, Mr Gaselemogwe Senai updating the media on ongoing 
projects in Gaborone on Wednesday. Dr Mzwinila said the projects were projected to cost P5 billion upon 
completion. Photo: Godfrey Mpuse

President Masisi (third left), Minister of Trade and Industry Mr Mmusi Kgafela (left), Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr Lemogang Kwape (second 
left), Minister of Agriculture  Mr Fidelis Molao (third right), Minister of Local Government and Rural Development Mr Eric Molale (second right) 
and Minister of Entrepreneurship Mr Karabo Gare during the press conference at the National Museum in Gaborone yesterday.
Photo: Phenyo Moalosi

 He said one of the ways that 
could reduce water loss was to 
store it in underground aquifers.

Another project, he said, 
was the introduction of smart 
metres expected to be rolled out 
nationally by August. 

“We have done pilot projects 
and investigations on the use of 
smart metres,” he said.

On challenges, Dr Mzwinila 
revealed that a decline in yields 
and water quality in WUC 
boreholes was being experienced.

 The more the corporation 
pumped water from its 1 000 
plus boreholes, the more the 
water quality deteriorated 
thereby requiring high levels of 
technology to treat it, he said.

Dr Mzwinila said another 

challenge was the staggering  P1 
billion customers owed WUC 
which negatively affected its 
operations.

He pointed out that the 
organisation’s operations 
including maintenance of 
facilities, buying water treatment 
chemicals and payment of salaries 
were dependent on revenue 
generated through payment of 
water bills.

“WUC is owed more than 
P1 billion and this has more 
implications because other 
than operational activities, the 
corporation must also undertake 
projects and since they are owed 
a significant amount of money, 
their funding towards essential 
projects is limited,” he said.

Dr Mzwinila said despite being 
owed millions, the corporation 
was compassionate in dealing 
with its customers. 

He said WUC  treated debtors 
with utmost respect even when 
in the process of demanding 
payment.

The minister encouraged 
debtors to make payment plans.

Dr Mzwinila said increased 
vandalism and theft were other 
challenges which affected 
optimal supply of water.

 “Our desire is to provide 
water to every Motswana but 
because of resource constraints 
we are unable to do that,” said 
Dr Mzwinila who however stated 
that the public had 90 per cent  
access to potable water. BOPA

By Pako Lebanna

GABORONE - President Dr 
Mokgweetsi Masisi’s  extensive 
external travel is gradually 
bearing fruit.

This was revealed by the 
President during a press 
conference in Gaborone 

yesterday.
He said his trips to 

international destinations were 
part of government efforts to 
seek investment and beneficial 
partnerships vital for reviving 
the economy, economic 
diversification and development 
of a private sector led economy.

“This informed extensive 
travel as the country’s chief 
diplomat, was to engage the 
international community 
and seek investors. I believe 
presidential power and authority 
has to be used extensively for 
the benefit of the country,” Dr 
Masisi said.

President Masisi said one of 
his recent trips, to Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia for the 36th African 
Union (AU) summit,  saw 
Botswana ratifying the African 
Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) agreement thereby 
joining the world’s largest free 
trade area with a market of 1.3 

Presidential external trips bearing fruit
billion people.

Botswana also assumed  the 
position of AU second vice chair 
which gave President Masisi  an 
opportunity to briefly chair the 
summit proceedings.

Bilateral meetings included  
one with Namibian president 
Mr Hage Geingob and  a special 
envoy of the president of South 
Korea,  Mr Yoon Suk-yeol.

President Masisi revealed 
that for his Ethiopian trip, he 
had flown commercial with an 
economy class ticket in order to 
save costs.

He further revealed that 
government planned to develop 
a formula to reduce international 
travel costs incurred through  
trips by cabinet ministers and 
senior government officials.

Detailing his latest trip, to the 
United States, Dr Masisi said it 
was a follow up engagement with 
Mr John Olajide, a Nigerian born 
American based entrepreneur and 
other American business people 
and companies.

The local private sector was 
part of the entourage as a learning 
opportunity and a way of gaining 
exposure, he said.

President Masisi said in 
Houston, Texas his delegation 
was able to learn about quality 
beef production as well as cattle 
and small stock genetics.

He said negotiations were 
currently underway for a possible 
partnership with a company 
dealing in sexed semen artificial 
insemination.

It entailed the harvesting of 
semen and separation of male 
and female cattle chromosomes, 
explained Dr Masisi.

He said in addition, investment 
in the cattle industry value 
chain and livestock genetics 
improvement, including cloning 
and early flushing technology, 
were explored.

On the country’s challenges, 
Dr Masisi mentioned rising 
unemployment and the high cost 
of living in the aftermath of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

He noted that inflation reached 
double digit levels, well over the 
Bank of Botswana medium to 
long term threshold of three to six 
per cent.

The President reminded his 
audience that government put in 
place mitigation measures among 
them wage subsidies, special 
funds to assist small, medium and 
micro enterprises and reduction 
of Value Added Tax from 14 to 12 
per cent.

Normal state subsidies were 
extended to the water, electricity 
as well as the fuel and lubricants 
sectors, he said adding that 
citizens also benefitted from state 
investment in public health and 
education.

The Economic Recovery and 
Transformation Plan and the 
Reset Agenda were formulated in 
order to put Botswana back on an 
upward development trajectory. 
BOPA
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By Tebagano Ntshole

MOLEPOLOLE - Bakwena 
women on Wednesday turned up 
in large droves to celebrate the 
birthday of Mohumagadi Mma 
Tumagole to honour her for the 
positive role she has played as 
Mma Kgosi.

Although Ms Peggy Sechele’s 
birthday was on January 4, the 
royal family in conjunction with 
office of Molepolole South MP, 
opted to celebrate her birthday on 
International Women’s Day, March 
8.  

She was showered with presents 
from MP for Molepolole South, 
who is also Minister for State 
President, Mr Kabo Morwaeng, 
ABSA Bank, churches and morafe.

Mr Morwaeng urged Bakwena 
to rally behind their kgosi and give 
him the respect he deserved.

He said they fully appreciated 
mohumagadi for the vital role 
she played in the development of 
her people, saying she performed 
her duties diligently, hence their 
appreciation.

The minister said upon being 
elected to the office in 2019, he 
made a decision to closely work 
with the royal family and all 
magosi in his constituency to fully 
engage them on his development 
agenda, which included fighting 
evils engulfing the Molepolole 
community.

He said he had worked with Mma 
Tumagole, hence they decided 
to make a birthday bash for her,  
few weeks after Kgosi Kgari III 
celebrated his.

Mma Tumagole has been offered 
a scholarship to undertake PhD in 
Medical Microbiology in the UK 
and Minister Morwaeng promised 
her a flight ticket to celebrate 
International Women’s Day again 

next year, depending on her 
academic schedule.

The minister has meanwhile 
appealed to Bakwena to promote 
the name of their village, saying 
they were liable for creating a good 
image about their village.

“Molepolole has been in the 
news mainly for wrong reasons, 
and it is time for a change,” MP 
Morwaeng said.

A member of the family, Kgosi 
Sarah Sechele further said they 
loved their in-law and wanted her 
to feel the love and the appreciation 
they had for her.

She further said through their 
gifts, they were promoting the 
spirit of giving.

Echoing the sentiments as the 
minister, she said time was ripe 
for the villagers to reclaim their 
position and produce quality girls 
the nation had ever seen.

For her part, Mma Tumagole, 
who has been married for 15 
years, expressed happiness, saying 
however that she wished her 
mother-in-law was alive to witness 
the amount of love surrounding her.

“She loved me so much,” she 
said, adding that she was emotional 
because of the love and support 
she had received ever since she got 
married.

Her mother graced the event and 
saw that her daughter was fully 
loved.

She also thanked the government 
for giving women equal 
opportunities as men, saying this 
meant that they too could do and 
achieve anything they wanted 
without hindrances.

Mma Tumagole appealed to 
the community to continue with 
development projects and other 
events such as Dithubaruba during 
her four years of absence while on 
an academic journey. BOPA

By Kedirebofe Pelontle

GUMARE - There is need 
to incorporate Sexual and 
Reproduction Health (SRH) in 
disaster aid strategies as some 
life activities, such as child birth, 
continued despite disasters or 
emergencies.

United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) SRH/HIV linkages 
coordinator, Ms Kesaobaka 
Dikgole made the clarion call on 
Wednesday at a two-day workshop 
organised by the Ministry of 
Health and UNFPA, in Gumare.

Ms Dikgole said it was crucial for 
the District Disaster Management 
Committees to have an SRH 
component during emergencies or 
humanitarian emergencies, adding 
that it was important to invest time 
and resources in preparedness 

and effective response to such 
predicaments.

She said districts disaster teams 
ought to familiarise themselves 
with the Minimum Initial 
Service Package for Sexual and 
Reproductive Health (MISP) in 
emergencies.

Ms Dikgole said MISP was 
aimed at prevention of sexual 
violence and response to needs 
of survivors during emergencies; 
reduction of transmission, 
morbidity and mortality of HIV 
and other sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs); prevention 
of excess maternal and new-
born morbidity and mortality, 
prevention of unintended 
pregnancies and ensuring a 
comprehensive and integration of 
SRH services.

She observed that as health 

services were disrupted during 
emergencies or disasters, people 
were at risk of unintended 
pregnancies, complications during 
pregnancy and delivery, unsafe 
abortion, sexual violence, STI and 
HIV acquisition, as well as early, 
child, and forced marriages.

Ministry of Health SRH/HIV 
coordinator, Ms Galaletsang 
Mudungo said the objective of 
the workshop was for the district 
to reflect on its disaster response 
mechanisms and see how to 
integrate SRH into disaster plans.

In her welcome remarks, 
Okavango District Acting deputy 
commissioner, Ms Tumelo Chibua 
appreciated the need to include 
SRH in disaster relief, adding that 
the Okavango District was prone 
to disasters such as floods and 
locusts. BOPA

By Naomi Leepile 
and Bakang Wren

GABORONE - The late Ms 
Julia Molefhe, a remarkable nurse 
who contributed immensely to the 
development of a robust healthcare 
system in Botswana, was laid to 
rest on Wednesday.

Different speakers described the 
85-year-old as God’s masterpiece.

They said for her, nursing was 
a calling, a lifestyle and a way of 
life with the true virtues of the 
famous Florence Nightingale she 
portrayed during her service.

Consequently, because of her 
selflessness as a pioneer and 
pillar of the country’s healthcare 
service, she enjoyed the naming 
legacy of Block 9’s Julia Molefe 
Clinic while she was still alive.

Speaking during the funeral 
service, Ms Molefe’s daughter 
Koketso Molefhe-Motalaote said 
her mother was a selfless person 
who had instilled in them the spirit 
of love, humility and giving back 
to the community.

“My mother worked tirelessly 
during her nursing career 
to develop a strong national 
healthcare system in Botswana 

and as a family, we are honoured 
that her contribution was 
memorialised in naming the last 
clinic built during her tenure the 
Julia Molefhe Clinic in Block 9,” 
she said.

Ms Molefhe-Motalaote said  
her family was also grateful to 
have learnt good qualities such 
as discipline and family values, 
something that she said they would 
transfer to generations to come.

Other speakers at the funeral 
also included Gender Activist, Ms 
Ntombi Setshwaelo, who is also a 
family friend of the Molefes. 

Ms Setshwaelo remembers the 
diseased as a good leader who had 
strong moral principles, respect 
and kindness. 

She said even though gone, Ms 
Molefe had left a legacy that would 
be valued and treasured.

To the Molefhe family, she 
said while in the process of grief, 
they should focus on the positive 
influence she left behind and 
observe the goals that she had 
achieved.

Meanwhile, during a memorial 
service in her honour on 
Tuesday, Batswana paid tribute 
in remembrance of her relentless 

UNFPA challenges Okavango District to 
include SRH in disaster relief efforts

‘Julia Molefhe God’s masterpiece’

Bakwena 
celebrate 
queen’s birthday 

Right reverend, Dr Celestino Chishimba conducting burial proceedings at Ms Molefhe’s funeral in Gaborone 
on Wednesday. Speakers said her deeds secured her a good name and reputation testament to  Gaborone’s 
Block 9 clinic being named after her. Photo: Ogopoleng Kgomoethata

dedication to the nursing fraternity 
in the yesteryears.

Her former colleague, Ms Ruth 
Manyelela said Ms Molefhe could 
be counted among those who laid 
the building blocks that changed 
the face of health facilities from 
rudimentary amenities to what 
exists today.

Ms Manyelela noted that some 
of her footprints include turning 
mobile facilities into full-fledged 
clinics through the aid of the World 
Bank, an initiative she pushed 
to fruition when the healthcare 
system was still in its infancy.

“Ms Molefhe’s selfless 
commitment to service further saw 
her assist members of the public 
on medical issues and nursing care 
to nearby communities, even post 
her retirement,” she said.

She further described her as a 
charismatic and people-centred 
person who was passionate about 
her work and carried herself with 
diligence and integrity.

Veteran trade unionist, Mr 
Johnson Motshwarakgole said 
the legacy that Ms Molefhe left 
behind would forever be a constant 
reminder to many as she was an 

epitome of a good public servant.
Mr Motshwarakgole further 

said people like Ms Molefhe 
should be treated exceptionally in 
their retirement for the relentless 
service they rendered during their 
service.

“These people should highly be 
recognised. 

Luckily the clinic was named 
after her when she was still alive. 

She will forever remain a sung 
heroine,” he said.

The late Julia Molefhe was born 
in South Africa on January 2, 
1937. 

She attended her primary and 
secondary schools in Alexandra 
Township in South Africa and in 
1958 she came to Botswana. 

She completed her nursing 
studies in the United Kingdom in 
1965.

In 1966 she began working at 
the Botswana Meat Commission 
as an Industrial Nursing Sister 
where she set up a clinic offering 
public health programmes for the 
BMC location in Lobatse.

In 1969 Ms Molefhe oversaw the 
transformation of Bontleng Clinic 
from a two-roomed structure to a 

modern health facility.
In the 1980s when Princess 

Marina was upgraded to a 
referral hospital, she embarked 
on an expansion project to serve 
Gaborone’s growing population 
and nearby villages.

Other milestones in improving 
clinic administration included the 
establishment of a dispensary in 
all council clinics and positions 
for pharmacy technicians.

Following a global call to 
immunise school-going children 
against various illnesses, she 
launched the first school health 
programme in Gaborone.

In 1998 she retired from 
formal employment and founded 
Botswana’s first home-based 
nursing agency, and continued to 
serve on various boards, the first 
old age home in Gaborone and the 
Botswana youth centre, among 
others.

Julia Molefhe is survived by 
husband Potlako Molefhe and 
daughters; Boitumelo and Koketso, 
as well as four grandchildren. Also 
present at the service were Kgosi 
Mosadi Seboko of Balete and 
Professor Sheila Tlou. BOPA
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By Itumeleng Naane

MOGOBANE - The 
commemoration of Women’s 
Day presents an opportunity to 
encourage their participation and 
involvement in all spheres of life 
to ensure their empowerment.

This is according to United 
Congregation Church of Southern 
Africa (UCCSA)’s Reverend 
Bonolo Burns, who was speaking 
at International Women’s Days 
Commemoration in Mogobane 
on Wednesday.

Reverend Burns, who was the 
guest speaker at the event, said 
the commemoration was meant 
to help disseminate information 
on gender and development 
issues at all levels.

She said at such events, women 
were also able to review what 
struggles they went through for 
equality as they unite, network 
and mobilise for meaningful 
change.

She said it also availed an 
opportunity for women to speak 
out against issues of gender 
based-violence (GBV).

Ms Burns said during the 
COVID-19 era, technology 
came in handy for professional, 
economic, social and political 
lives. 

She said she believed that the 
theme: Digital: Innovation and 
Technology for Gender Equality, 
advocated for a gender responsive 
approach to innovation, 
technology and digital education 
and could increase the awareness 
regarding women and girls’ rights 
and civic engagement.

She said online or digital 
experiences were essential for 
children and young people’s 
development, urging all 
stakeholders to adopt the use of 
technology for online education, 
access to formal and informal 
learning, access to information 
relating to health and one’s 
wellbeing, access job and career 
opportunities.

Ms Burns said though the 
use of technology had proven 
to be essential, females were 
disadvantaged on issues of 
digital adoption as they were 
still left behind in involvement 
or interests in context of digital 
skills and access to technologies. 

She said studies showed that 
only 0.5 per cent of 15-year- 
old girls wished to become 
Information Communication 
Technology professionals 
compared to five per cent of boys, 
while girls lost interest in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics as they got older due 
to engendered social expectations 
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of the profession.
She added that women 

were still reluctant to adopt 
technology due to issues of 
harassment and other forms 
of violence they experience 
through online platforms.

Ms Burns however said though 
technology had its negativess, it 
had proven to ‘open avenues for 
women’s economic and social 
empowerment and could be used 
to boost gender equality if we 
are strategic about it’. 

She also noted that it was 
imperative to reflect on 
women’s contribution to the 
social, economic, cultural and 

political spheres of the society 
as reports showed that women’s 
exclusion from the digital world 
contributed to the economic 
decline of low and middle 
income countries.

To emphasise Ms Burns 
words, in a debate Mogobane 
Junior Secondary School pupils 
said they strongly believed that 
for women to achieve or reach 
their full potential there should 
be equality in distribution of 
resources that empowered both 
men and women and all should 
remember that equality went 
hand in hand with equity.

They however acknowledged 

that there was no women 
empowerment without the 
support of their counterparts.

South East Sub-district 
Council chairperson, Mr 
Oshima Peloewetse applauded 
men for being part of platforms 
meant to empower women, 
adding that they could do better 
through technology. 

He encouraged women to 
self-empower through fending 
for self and not relying on 
government or the next person. 

He said ‘phatlaphatla e a 
iphatlalaletsa, kgobokgobo 
e a ikgobokanyetsa,’ urging 
women and girls to stand up 

for themselves and follow their 
dreams.

South East’s Assistant District 
Commissioner,  Ms Kushata 
Tsokedi said the day was meant 
to celebrate women’s successes 
and achievements, as well as 
their socio-economic impact 
and to discuss challenges that 
hindered women from reaching 
their potential in all areas of 
their lives.

The event was organised 
by the Ministry of Youth, 
Gender, Sports and Culture in 
collaboration with the South East 
Sub-district gender committee. 
BOPA

‘Closing digital gender gap urgent priority’

Rev. Burns
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Seatbelts Are  For  Everyone
BUCKLE UP!

By Calviniah Kgautlhe

LOBU - Notable progress is 
made to transform Lobu Small 
Stock Farm into a smart farm 
that will leverage advanced 
technology in the management of 
small stock.

“So far, information and 
communications technology 
infrastructure has been put in 
place and an optic fibre cable, 
which runs from Middlepits 
to Lobu has been connected, 
Lobu Smallstock Farm manager, 
Mr Geoffrey Balogi said in an 
interview.

Mr Balogi also noted that 
SmartBots Wi-Fi was functional 
adding that some internet ports 
had been installed in classrooms 
to facilitate online training as 
part of the efforts to transform the 
farm into a centre of excellence 
for small stock farming.

He said the Wi-Fi, which had 
been availed at the administration 
block, would be extended to 
residential sites and the auction 
sale site during phase three of the 
project roll out.

He said a deliberate action had 
been taken to digitise the farm 
to enable it to conduct auctions 
online in future to allow any 
Motswana anywhere in the 
country to stand an equal chance 
to procure stock.

Furthermore, he said the 
development would position 
Lobu in a space to be able to 

compete and sell its services 
internationally.

Meanwhile, Mr Balogi said 
their target was to develop the 
farm and increase stock, which 
was currently at 3 300 livestock 
63 of which are cattle, 31 horses, 
and the rest constitute sheep and 
goats.

“Our aim is to increase the 
numbers and the quality of flock 
so that we are able to supply local 
farmers with quality breeds to 
improve their herd,” he said.

He said training on small 
stock farming and management 
was ongoing, but farmers had 
been reluctant to attend since 
the introduction of cost recovery 
measures. 

Nonetheless, he said they 
had trained 158 people in the 
2022/2023 financial year, who 
were able to pay a cost of P330 
per day or P1 650 for five days.

Furthermore, Mr Balogi 
said Lobu produced studs and 
commercial breeds, hence the 
need to accredit with relevant 
associations who had authority 
on breed standards.

“We have registered with the 
Botswana Boer Goat Breeders 
Society and Botswana Dorper 
Breeders Society. 

We have applied to the 
Botswana Meat Masters Breeders 
Society. As for Damara and 
Swakara, we are still to subscribe 
to Namibia as we do not have a 
society locally. 

By Lindi Morwaeng

MOLEPOLOLE -  Standard 
Chartered Bank has gone an extra 
mile in providing a faster and 
safer way of making transactions 
through its newly launched Easy 
Pula service.

The service is meant to enable 
both its traditional and non-
traditional clients to access its 
banking services through various 
agents countrywide.

The bank, in partnership with 
BotswanaPost and Motovac 
Botswana, launched the product 
on Tuesday in Molepolole at their 
various sites, exactly two years 
after the bank closed down most 
of its branches in the country 
including the only branch they 
had in Molepolole.

The bank’s move is seen as 
a digitisation strategy that will 
ensure increased access to its 
banking services.

In the initial rollout of the 
project, Standard Chartered has 
partnered with BotswanaPost 
to deliver 16 sites in phase one 
in such villages as Bobonong, 
Francistown, Ghanzi, Good 
Hope, Rakops and Seronga. 

Speaking at the launch, 
Standard Chartered CEO, 
Mr Mpho Masupe thanked 
BotswanaPost and Motovac for 

partnering with them to ascertain 
that Batswana were able to access 
services.

“We are fully aligned to the 
notion of leaving no one behind 
as we find a solution towards 
optimising our distribution 
models for the benefit of our 
various clients,” said Mr Masupe.

He said a further 20 cites were 
available with other partners 
including Motovac, Cellphone 
Warehouse, Sesigo and 
Seanokeng Service Station. 

Mr Masupe also said his bank 
was committed to growing the 
Agent Banking Service Eazy 
Pula from 36 to 150 sites by the 
end of 2023. 

For his part, BotswanaPost 
CEO, Mr Cornelius 
Ramatlhakwane emphasised the 
century old legacy of the two 
entities, stressing the strategic 
direction of BotswanaPost 
towards digitisation.

“This has in the last 10 years 
been made possible by infusing 
technology into our strategic and 
developmental plans across our 
various business lines,’’ he said, 
emphasising that BotswanaPost 
was no longer a typical traditional 
post office.

The Easy Pula agent banking 
service, alongside other Standard 
Chartered products such as 

cardless cash, voucher-based 
ATM withdrawal service and 
mobile transfers through their 
mobile money operators, provide 
access to financial services. 

Kweneng District Council 
chairman, Mr Allen Jacobs 
extended a huge thank you 
to Standard Chartered and 
BotswanaPost for bringing 
services closer to Batswana. 

He commended them for 
acknowledging specifically 
the unbanked and making sure 
that they too became part of the 
digital world by transacting in an 
easy, faster and safe manner.

Kgosi Kgari III of Bakwena 
also commended the two entities 
for bringing financial solutions 
closer to the people and cutting 
distances travelled to access cash 
services.

Eazy Pula service is a form 
of an urgent banking platform, 
a fully digital instrument that 
enables users to withdraw or 
deposit cash. 

Customers can access the 
service through their bank card 
and they should also show their 
identity card for verification 
process when depositing cash at 
any site. 

The service is provided in real 
time anywhere in the country. 
BOPA

VANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Finestar Diamonds Pty Ltd requires the services of skilled     
and self-driven individuals for the following positions:

1. Fancy Diamonds Polisher-Supervisors/Trainers (5)
2. Diamond Polisher-Supervisor

Requirements
a. Minimum of 10 years of experience
b. 5 years in the supervisory level
3. Fancy Diamond Polishers & Round Diamonds Polishers 
(Preparation, Bottom final, Top 8, Stars & halves) (7)
4. QC grading (1)
5. Window Controller (1)
6. Photos and Video Operator (1)
7. Water Jet Machine Operator (1)

Requirements
a. BGCSE
b. Minimum of 2 years of experience in diamond cutting 
and Polishing industry
c. Good spoken English and writing skills

Compensation:
Finestar Diamonds Pty Ltd offers attractive packages to 
the most suitable candidates, interested candidates should 
forward their CVs and certified copies of certificates and at 
least two traceable referees to PO Box 81007 Gaborone 
or hand deliver them at Finestar Diamonds Pty Ltd 
Plot 69365 Unit 6 Western Industrial Estate, Block 3 
industrial ,you can also email to admin.bw@finestar.in 
or call +267 3110975

Closing date: 15th March 2023
Note: Only short listed candidates will be contacted.

These societies have the 
authority of breed standards,” he 
said.

He said the associations 
determined quality such that 
when a weaner reaches 12 
months.

Inspectors are invited annually 

to judge breeds and categorise 
them according to stud, 
commercial and cull.

In alignment with the vision of 
the centre, he said they were in the 
process of implementing small 
stock artificial insemination 
(AI) through the Ramatlabama 

Research Centre even though it 
required technical know-how.

The farm manager said they 
intended to hold auctions every 
six months between March and 
April after categorising flock 
to avail them to the farming 
community. BOPA

Lobu turns into smart farm

Standard Chartered launches Eazy Pula

Department of Animal Production, senior scientific officer, Mr Edward Stegling (left) and Mr Kruger 
inspecting dorper rams on Tuesday. Photo: Calviniah Kgautlhe
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GABORONE - Review of the 
Administration of Estate Act is 
currently ongoing to introduce 
shortened processes for distribution 
of small funds.

This was said by Minister of 
Justice, Mr Machana Shamukuni 
when he was responding to 
a parliamentary question on 
Wednesday. Mr Shamukuni said 
a deputy master was recently 
appointed and was hopeful that 
such manpower would assist in 
reducing the workload per master 
as well as fast-track some of the 
payments which would otherwise 
had to wait long for assessment.

Acknowledging delays in 
payment out of the Guardian’s 
Fund, he indicated that on average, 
it took 30 to 60 days from the 
time of submission of a request 
for payment to the time of actual 
payment.

“A more involved and detailed 
process is of the receipt of 
funds into the Guardian’s Fund, 
advertisement of next of kin 
meetings, scheduling, assessment 
of claim to the time of actual 
payment,” he explained.

He added that there were 
legal steps laid down by the 
Administration of Estates Act that 
had to be complied with from the 
time of receipt of funds to the time 
of payment, which cut across two 
different departments, the master’s 
office and OAG.

Again, he said 61 Guardian’s 
Fund files were opened for the 
payment of compensation for 
the deceased beneficiaries of 
the Disana/Maun International 
Airport move in July last year.

The minister told Parliament 
that the Office of the Accountant 

General’s (OAG) had not yet 
established a Guardian’s Fund 
office at the fairly new Maun 
High Court and therefore funds 
were deposited in Francistown, 
adding that however did not stop 
beneficiaries from submitting their 
claims at Maun High Court.

Parliament also heard that 
there were 12 922 active files 
in Gaborone and Francistown 
High Court under the Guardian’s 
Fund, while on average 194 
payments were processed per 
week for various claims submitted, 
including majors claiming their 
share of inheritance.

“However, a backlog eradication 
plan has been developed and is in 
place. Backlog of cases for the year 
2018 to 2021 were advertised for 
the next of kin meetings to be held 
last year and there are still being 
attended to up to the end of this 
month,” he added.

The minister indicated that next 
of kin meetings would be advertised 
next month to commence in May 
or June this year.

He said the meetings would be 
held at the Maun High Court where 
payments would also be processed 
even though the Guardian’s Fund 
account holding the funds was in 
Francistown.

Maun East Member of 
Parliament, Mr Goretetse 
Kekgonegile had wanted to know 
if the minister was aware of the 
delays in paying beneficiaries of 
trusts funds, garnishee orders, 
inheritance funds, among others, 
as well as turnaround time the 
High Court must pay a beneficiary 
upon receipt of funds. BOPA

By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE - Botswana’s 
diamond cutting and polishing 
industry has experienced 
significant growth over the past 
few years.

Presenting the Ministry of 
Minerals and Energy’s budget 
estimates for the 2023/2024 
financial year on Wednesday, 
Minister Lefoko Moagi said the 
local industry boast 48 licensed 
diamond cutting and polishing 
companies, half of which were 
licensed last year and were at 
different stages of setting up.

Mr Moagi said there had also 
been an increase in employment 
with 4 001 employees registered 
as by January this year compared 
2 332 employees registered the 
same period last year.

He also indicated that state-
owned Okavango Diamond 
Company (ODC) had hugely 
leveraged on the curtailed 
diamond supply from Russia in 
the diamonds markets.

The company, he said supplied 
the diamond industry with over 
P16 billion (US$1.2 billion) 
worth of rough diamonds last 
year compared to over P12.9 
billion (US$963 million) in 2021.

“The start of the Russia-
Ukraine war created a new 
environment in the midstream 
as secondary rough diamond 
and polished diamond trading 
softened. The polished inventory 
increased as the midstream 
became uncertain regarding 
how retailers would scrutinise 
their purchases following US 

By Olekantse Sennamose

GABORONE - As a ministry 
at the heart of daily lives of 
Batswana, especially in rural areas, 
the Ministry of Local Government 
and Rural Development deserves 
a bigger share from the national 
coffers than what it is allocated.

That was according to various 
legislators who made an input on 
the ministry’s budget proposals for 
the 2023/2024 financial year.

They indicated that more funds 
were justified more so that the 
ministry had taken a decision 
to decentralise powers of local 
authorities by upgrading sub-
councils to fully-fledged councils.

Member of Parliament for 
Gaborone Bonnington South, 
Mr Christian Greeff said most 
developments in the country 
depended on the ministry, such as 
storm water drainages and internal 
roads development, among many 
others.

“A good example is the 
Gaborone City Council’s storm 
water drainage network, which 
alone requires P3 billion, but we 
were informed that only a budget of 
about P480 million was available 
for the project, which is also 
supposed to cover similar projects 
at Mahalapye and Thamaga. This 

is an indication that this ministry 
should have been allocated more 
funds,” Mr Greeff said.

Tlokweng MP, Mr Thulagano 
Segokgo also said if given 
more funds, the ministry would 
be enabled to attend to some 
challenges such as shortage of 
classrooms in schools across the 
country, which caused congestion.

For his part, Thamaga/
Kumakwane MP, Mr Palelo 
Motaosane argued that with the 
insufficient funds that the ministry 
had been allocated, it meant that 
most of their development project 
requests would be but just dreams.

“With the decision to 
decentralise, it means that the 
ministry has a lot of work to do 
infrastructure-wise,” he said.

Some legislators also called 
on the ministry to give council 
leadership executive powers 
to enable them to freely take 
decisions, hence speed up service 
delivery.

Legislators were commenting 
on the local government and rural 
development ministry’s budget 
proposals for the 2023/2024 
financial year of over P10.559 
billion (P10 559 428 090) presented 
by Minister Kgotla Autlwetse 
recently.

The total estimates comprise 

over P8.224 billion (P8 224 186 
090) for the recurrent budget and 
over P2.335 billion (P2 335 242 
000) for development budget which 
Parliament subsequently passed.

Mr Autlwetse also agreed with 
legislators that most infrastructure 
in primary schools around the 
country was dilapidated and 
needed attention.

“It is not a desirable sight, but it 
is a pity that the current economic 
status could not allow for more 
funds,” he regretted.

He added that the menu at 
primary schools allowed for the 
provision of local produce such 
as corn, and the same should be 
encouraged at other government 
institutions like prisons and 
hospitals. 

That was in response to 
suggestions made by some MPs that 
consumption of traditional food at 
schools should be encouraged. 

Again, he said opening of private 
pre-schools was allowed under the 
laws of the country.

In other issues, the minister said 
corruption was rooted in local 
government projects, especially at 
tendering stage.

However, he encouraged 
legislators to report any suspicions 
of corruption to relevant offices 
such as the police. BOPA

GABORONE - Government 
plans to construct horse racing 
track measuring 20.2546 hectares 
of accepted standards in Palapye 
and provide for recreational 
activities.

Assistant Minister of Youth, 
Gender, Sport and Culture, Mr 
Buti Billy said this when he 
was responding to a question in 
Parliament on Wednesday.

“Unfortunately I am not aware 
of any task team established to 
work on direct investment of the 
proposed track development. Due 
to challenges of funding, I cannot 
promise anything on the exact 
date of when the project will 

commence,” Mr Billy.
He added that the ministry can 

only estimate the employment 
opportunities to be created by the 
project once detailed scope and 
benefits associated with it were 
availed.

Mr Billy said the delay of 
project commencement was due 
to financial constraints and the 
ministry endeavoured to prioritise 
it in the National Development 
Plan.

Member of Parliament for 
Palapye, Mr Onneetse Ramogapi 
had asked the minister to give an 
update on the international horse 
track to be built in Palapye. BOPA

Diamond industry 
experiences growth

International horse 
track for Palapye

Administration of 
Estate Act review 
ongoing

Local government ministry 
needs bigger share - MPs

Mr Moagi stated that rough diamond sales remained robust and 
the positive supply and demand conditions continued to support 
polished price growth.

sanctions on Russia,” he said.
Mr Moagi stated that rough 

diamond sales thus remained 
robust and the positive supply and 
demand conditions continued to 
support polished price growth.

Also, he said the sanctions 
further led to a greater focus 
on provenance and supply chain 
transparency as the global rough 
diamond markets performed 
better last year compared to 
2021.

“DeBeers supplied the 
industry with over P60.2 billion 
(US$4.3 billion) worth of rough 
diamonds last year, representing 
a 13 per cent increase over the 
2021 sales,” he said.

Further, the minister said the 
local industry was supplied with 

over P15.4 billion (US$1.1billion) 
worth of rough diamonds last 
year reflecting 33 per cent 
increase over the 2021 supply of 
P10.1 billion (US$728 million).

Meanwhile, in the presentation 
of the ministry’s budget 
estimates, Minister Moagi thus 
requested for approval of over 
P364.1 million under recurrent 
budget and over P1.1 billion 
under the development estimates 
for the 2023/2024 financial year.

The development budget 
proposals, he said constituted 
for electricity generation, 
transmission and distribution, 
national security of petroleum 
supply as well as research and 
development of mining and 
mineral governance. BOPA
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GABORONE - Government 
has taken a deliberate decision to 
reserve some business activities 
for Batswana as a way of 
promoting citizen participation 
in the economy.

Such a decision was premised 
on the fact that such business 
activities were easy to operate 
because they did not need much 
technical expertise.

This was said by Assistant 
Minister of Trade and Industry, 
Ms Beauty Manake when she 
was responding to a question in 
Parliament on Tuesday.

Ms Manake said, as such, she 
was not aware that majority of 
salons in Gaborone West were 
operated by foreigners, adding 
records showed that all licensed 
hair or beauty parlours in the 
area were citizen owned.

The assistant minister told 
Parliament that the ministry 
conducted routine inspections to 

check for compliance to trading 
statutes.

“Such as an inspection was 
conducted at Gaborone West in 
April last year whereby four of 
the 33 business inspected were 
salons. Three of them complied 
with the provisions of the Trade 
Act and one was warned for 
failure to display trade license,” 
she said.

Also, she said the ministry 
engaged the public and business 
community through various 
platforms, adding however 
there had not been a specific 
engagement with Gaborone West 
businesses.

“There had been several 
public radio engagements on the 
Trade Act and its Regulations 
about various provisions of the 
Act including sensitisation on 
reserved activities,” she said.

On the other hand, she said 
that since inception, Citizen 

Enterprise Development Agency 
(CEDA) had funded 29 hair and 
beauty parlours within Gaborone 
and surrounding areas to the tune 
of over P1.1 million).

She added that two salons 
and a beauty spa and a make-up 
service were funded through the 
Youth Development Fund (YDF) 
to the tune of P389, 286.85.

Gaborone Bonnington South 
MP, Mr Christiaan Greeff had 
asked the minister to apprise 
Parliament on businesses 
reserved for Batswana and the 
impact of such dispensation.

Mr Greeff also wanted to 
know the number of salons that 
were registered or licensed for 
operation in Gaborone West, 
arguing that majority of them 
were operated by foreigners.

The legislator also wanted to 
know the number of those who 
had benefitted from CEDA and 
YDF. BOPA

By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE- Liberalising 
power supply for all villages that 
depend on cross border power 
supplies will relieve them from 
experiencing frequent power 
outages, Minister of Minerals 
and Energy, Mr Lefoko Moagi 
has said.

Presenting the ministry’s 

budget estimates for the 
2023/2024 financial year in 
Parliament on March 8, Mr 
Moagi said liberalising power 
supply would also ensure 
equitable supply and distribution 
of power to all villages connected 
to the local power grid.

“In our quest to attain security 
of electricity supply and self-
sufficiency in line with our 

Mr Moagi said liberalising power supply would ensure equitable supply and distribution of power to all 
villages connected to the local power grid.

Govt to liberalise power supply
National Vision to become a net 
exporter of power, government 
has made significant progress 
in implanting the Integrated 
Resource Plan (IRP),” he said.

As such, he highlighted the 
need to fast track implementation 
of the IRP in order to achieve 
reasonable power generation 
security as well as ensure power 
export in the medium to long-
term, saying that would improve 
and reduce the cost of the power 
build and supply programme.

“To this end, development 
of a new 300 Mega Watts 
(300MW) coal fired power 
generation plant is at negotiation 
stage with the preferred bidder 
while procurement 200MW 
concentrated solar thermal power 
station is at tender stage,” the 
minister said.

He added that plans to facilitate 
implementation of a 50MW wind 
power for electricity generation 
were also at an advanced 
stage, with the aim to increase 
contribution of renewable energy 

technologies to total local power 
generation capacity for the 
country. Additionally, Minister 
Moagi indicated that there had 
been substantial uptake of the 
renewable energy programme 
as witnessed by the continued 
implementation of 2x50MW 
solar photovoltaic (PV) power 
plants in Selebi-Phikwe and 
Jwaneng as well as development 
of the 12 solar PV grid tied 
electricity generation mini plants.

That, he said was important 
because the country had already 
committed to addressing climate 
change issues by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 15 
per cent in 2036.

Furthermore, Mr Moagi noted 
that the ministry continued to 
develop relevant regulations 
and regulatory instruments to 
promote energy security and 
sector transformation.

He said the ministry was 
in process of developing and 
implementing a power sector 
reforms strategy, which involved 

unbundling of power generation 
and allowing Botswana Power 
Corporation (BPC) to retain 
transmission and distribution 
operations.

“The legislation and regulatory 
framework will also be 
strengthened to facilitate selected 
electricity market structure to 
allow for unbundling of BPC,” he 
added.

With regard to the rural village 
electrification programme, 
Mr Moagi acknowledged that 
the programme continued to 
be implemented and funded 
from the domestic development 
budget, save for the P50 million 
that was secured from the 
national electrification fund for 
electrification of 40 villages. The 
programme, he said remained 
critical in improving the quality 
of lives of Batswana.

To date, he said electrification 
of gazetted villages stood at 
79.1 per cent with 447 out of 
565 gazetted villages electrified. 
BOPA

Gaborone West salons 
citizen owned - Manake

GABORONE - A tender for 
survey and examination of the 
survey diagrams was floated in 
August last year as a measure to 
accelerate registration of Secure 
Land Titles (SLT)

Answering a question on 
Wednesday, Minister of Lands 
and Water Affairs, Dr Kefentse 
Mzwinila told Parliament that the 
tender consisted of three parts, 
in Part A which entailed the 
Cadastral Survey and consisted 
of the survey of the general plans 
of plots and was awarded to 27 
companies.

Dr Mzwinila said Part B 
consisted of the examination 
of the survey records and it had 
been awarded to six companies, 
while Part C, being the survey of 
the outside figures was awarded 
to 13 companies.

In the past, he said survey in 
tribal land did not follow the 
prescribed requirements of the 
SLTs as the general plans were in 
some cases surveyed without the 
outside figures.

“Therefore, the tender was 
meant to among others normalise 
the arrangement so that each land 
parcel can be easily traced to its 
parent plot,” he said.

However, the minister said the 
award of the Cadastral Survey 
(Part A) was challenged by one 
of the bidders, leading to the 
procurement tribunal setting 
aside Part A of the tender. He 
added that the incident resulted 
in the delay of the tendering 
exercise as Part B of the tender 
depended on the output of Part A.

He indicated that the tender was 
expected to yield an additional 63 
316 plots ready for allocation and 
issuance of SLTs.

“The situation has affected 
their delivery timelines as the 
tendering process has to restart. 
The exercise began on March 6 
this year and it is expected to be 
completed by April 5. Therefore, 
the plots will be ready in the 
first quarter of the financial year 
2023/2024,” he said.

Further, the minister said by 
end of February this year, 493 
004 people had registered their 
plots since the introduction of 
SLTs, out of which 1 953 people 
had since been issued with SLTs.

He also told legislators that the 
ministry intended to complete 
the registration exercise of the 
exiting land rights by the end of 
the 2023/2024 financial year.

“The expected number of land 
parcels to be registered for SLTs 
is 836 906. So far the ministry has 
registered approximately 58.9 per 
cent since April last year. It must 
be noted that completion of the 
registration exercise depended 
on plot owners forthcoming to 
register their plots and update 
their records at landboards,” 
the minister said, adding the 
ministry continued to encourage 
plot holders to register.

He further explained that the 
introduction of SLTs followed 
the commencement of the re-
enacted Tribal Land Act of 
2018 and the Deeds Registry 
(Amendment) Act, 2017 and the 
process required plot holders to 
register their land rights with the 
Registrar of Deeds through the 
landboards.

He added that the individual 
land parcels’ registration must 
be preceded by registration of 
the parents’ plots in the name of 
the concerned landboards with 
the Registrar of Deeds and the 
process involved the survey and 
registration of Cadastral Areas 
which were village boundaries.

To date, he said 454 out of 
532 village boundaries had been 
registered and the registration 
of village boundaries would be 
followed by the registration of 
Certificate of Registered Titles 
(CRTs), which entailed boundary 
of wards or blocks of plots 
commonly known as outside 
figures.

Parliament was further told 
that so far, 290 out of 1 433 CRTs 
had been registered, adding “the 
next stage is the registration of 
General Plans (GPs) which details 
each ward in terms of individual 
plots and their land uses.”

To date, he said 23 out of 1432 
GPs had been registered, yielding 
7 286 plots that culminated in 
the production of the individual 
SLTs.

Sefhare-Ramokgonami MP, 
Dr Kekgonegile Gobotswang 
had asked the minister to update 
Parliament on progress in the 
introduction of SLTs and state 
the number of people that had 
registered their plots since the 
beginning of the exercise.

Dr Gobotswang also wanted 
to know the number of plot 
owners that had registered to be 
issued with SLTs and if there 
were targets set to complete the 
registration exercise. BOPA

Ministry speeds 
up land titles 
registration
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Ka Gaboselwe Olesitse

TSHOKWE -  E re ntswa balemi le barui 
ba nona dipelo ka mathe fa dipula di na,  
paka ya dipula ke sekaku mo go bangwe 
jaaka mo banning ba metse ya Tshokwe 
le Tobane, ba ba reng dipula di emisa 
matshelo a bone.

Fa go le dipula, banni ba, ga ba  kgone 
go bona ditirelo, ka noka ya Molabe e e 
kgaoganyang metse ya bone, e ba itsa go ka 
kgabaganyetsa ntlheng e nngwe fa e ela. 

Malabe ke nngwe ya dinoka tse di tona 
mo kgaolong ya Mmadinare. 

Banni ba Tshokwe le Tobane ba e tlola 
go ya go tlhola leruo kana go bona ba 
bongaka.

Pele o goroga kwa Tshokwe o tswa 
Tobane, o tlola noka e tona ya Motloutse 
ebe o tlola ya Molabe go goroga kwa 
Tshokwe.

Go tlola noka ya Motloutse go bonolo 
ka  puso e kgonne go aga  borogo mo 
go yone, mme kgwetlho e nne go tlola 
noka ya Molabe ka go sena borogo kana 
motshelakgabo. “Seemo se ga se re jese 
diwelang ka gore re tsaya ditlamelo tse 
dintsi kwa Selebi Phikwe le mafelo a 
mangwe,” ga bua Kgosi ya Tshokwe Kgosi 

Itumeleng Pelotona mo potsolotsong 
bosheng. Kgosi Pelotona o supile fa ba 
tsaya ditlamelo tsotlhe tsa botsogo kwa 
Selebi Phikwe mme ka ntlha ya seemo sa 
metsi bangwe ba felela ba paletswe ke go 
ya go kopa thuso.

A re jaaka dipula di tsweletse ka go na ba 
patelesega go dirisa tsela e e dikologang, 
selo se se dirang gore go nne turu.

Tsela e feta ka motse wa Robelela 
e bo e feta ka Mmadinare sekgele sa 
dikhilomethara tse di masome a supa le 
bone, selo se kgosi a tlhalosang fa se se ba 
jela nako gape ba dirisa madi a mantsi.

Kgosi a re e ne ya re mo ngwageng o o 
fetileng go ne ga nna le beng ba dikoloi tsa 
setshaba ba ba neng ba ithaopa go rwala 
setshaba mme ka ntlha ya seemo se le bone 
ba simolotse go lapa dipelo, ka gore fa 
dipula di nele kgwebo e a ema go fitlhelela 
metsi a kgala.

A re seemo se se dira gore ba seka ba 
akola meamuso e batho ba metse e mengwe 
ba e bonang e bile se dia motse wa bone go 
tlhabologa.  E re ka tsholofelo e sa tlhabise 
ditlhong Kgosi Pelotona a re ba solofela 
gore motlha mongwe ba tlaa tsenyediwa 
borogo go nolofatsa matshelo a bone. 
BOPA

By Mothusi Galekhutle

GHANZI -  Mapodisi a Ghanzi a 
tshegeditse bomme ba le babedi go ba 
botsolotsa mabapi le  tiragalo e mo go 
yone monna wa  dingwaga tse di masome 
mararo le motso a fitlhetsweng a rapaletse 
mo tseleng kwa kgotleng ya Mereting kwa 
Ghanzi.

Mogolwane wa mapodisi a Ghanzi, 
Superintendent Modiro Lekone o boletse 
mo potsolosong gore tiragalo eo, ene ya 
begwa ke mme mongwe yo a neng a feta ka 
tsela ka nako ya masome a mararo morago 
ga botlhano maitseboa Mopitlo e tlhola 
gabedi. 

Superintendent Lekone o ne a tlhalosa 
gore rre yoo, o ne a selwa ke bangwe pele ga 
mapodise a goroga kwa lefelong la tiragalo, 
mme ba mo isa sepatela kwa dingaka di 

neng tsa tlhalosa fa a setse a tlhokafetse. 
Moswi o ne a na le ntho mo letsogong la 
molema. Superintendent Lekone o boletse 
gore bomme bao ke motho le mogolwe, ba 
dingwaga tse di masome mabedi le bofera 
bobedi le tse di masome a mararo le bofera 
bongwe.

O tlhalositse gore ba santse ba 
tlhotlhomisa gore a madi a fitlhetsweng 
mo fensetereng ya ntlo kwa bomme bao 
ba nnang teng le madi a a fitlhetsweng 
kwa moswi a neng a rapalatse teng a a 
tsamaelana.

A re dipelaelo ke gore gone ga nna le ntwa 
kwa ntlong ya bomme bao, ka go fitlhetswe 
dilwana mo ntlong di tlhakatlhakane le 
fensetere e thubegile e bile e na le madi.

Superintendent Lekone o kopile gore 
ope yoo itseng ka tiragalo eo a ikgolaganye 
le mapodisi a Ghanzi ka bofefo. BOPA

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ref: OPC 4/11/19 XI       03rd March 2023

NOTICE OF BEST ADJUDICATED TECHNICAL BIDS - SP/OP/016/22-
23 -PROCUREMENT FOR THE DESIGN, SUPPLY, INSTALLATION AND 
COMMISSIONING, OPERATION AND SUPPORT OF INTERNET CONNECTIVITY TO 
FACILITIES IN 61 VILLAGES FOR A PERIOD OF 24 MONTHS

The bidders listed below are hereby notified that the Accounting Officer on her decision dated 28th February 
2023 has authorized the opening of the financial bids of the above mentioned tender after ten (10) working days 

from the date of display of this notice. Debriefing of all the unsuccessful bidders will be done from 6th March 
2023 until the 24th March 2023 on request. Unsuccessful bidders are duly informed to book any date 

for debriefing within these dates. Bids results are as follows:

The following bidders has passed the technical evaluation:

1. Botswana Telecommunications Cooperation(Pty) Ltd

2. Desert Roads (Pty) Ltd

3. Vertigo Enterprises (Pty) Ltd

4. Metrotech (Pty) Ltd

5. App Space Group (Pty) ltd

6. IT-IQ Botswana (Pty) Ltd

The following bidders did not pass the technical evaluation:

1. Hardpro Pty) Ltd

2. Electrometic Enterprises (Pty) Ltd

3. Comsoft (Pty) Ltd

It is the intention of the Procuring Entity to open financial bids of the successful bidders on the 27th March 2023 at 

0900 hours.

Kindly note that this Notice does not constitute an award of contract to the bidders mentioned above. Bid acceptance 

and contract placement shall be in accordance with the Public Procurement Act and Regulations. 

Bidders have the right to appeal against the proposed decision in accordance with the Public Procurement Act and 

Regulations. 

Any queries relating to this communication are to be addressed to: Botsoma Botsoma (72661176)/ bbotsoma@

gov.bw 

……………………………

Stanley Makosha

Smart Botswana Project Coordinator

Ministry for State President

Bomme ba 
le babedi ba 
tshwerwe

Noka ya Molabe sekgoreletsi 
kwa Tobane le Tshokwe

Molaodi wa Francistown Mme Chabongwa Matseka (molemeng) le mogokgo wa BIUST 
Prof. Otlogetswe Totolo kwa moletlong wa segopotso sa letsatsi la mafatshefatshe la 
go ipelela bomme kwa Francistown ka Laboraro. Prof. Totolo a re tekatekano ya bong 
e ka godisa itsholelo ya lefatshe. Senepe: Gaseitsiwe Moruakgomoi
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Dikgang

Ka Cathrine Simane

OMAWENENO - Malwapa 
a le mararo kwa Omaweneno 
mo kgaolong ya Tsabong a setse 
mo logoeleleng morago ga gore 
diphefo tse di mashetla le pula ya 
sefako di ba senyetse bosheng.

Mo potsolosong kgosana 
Matanka Simane o ne a rurifatsa 
tiragalo eo, a tlhalosa fa ba 
begetswe fa diphefo tseo di ne tsa 
diga ditlhare mo malwapeng  le mo 
nageng. 

Kgosana Simane o ne a 
tlhalosa fa lekoko le le akaretsang 
mokhanselara, ba boipelego, ba 
komiti ya ditlhabololo , kgosi 
le dikgosana  gammogo le 
baeteledipele ba bangwe ba ne 
ba ya  go lekola dikgotlana tse di 
amegileng mo motseng oo.

Rre Mosimanyana Osenoneng a 
re ba wetswe ke seru se, a tlhalosa 
gore marulelo a ntlo gagwe a 
rutlulotswe ke diphefo. 

A re ka lesego la modimo ga 
ba bona dikgobalo dipe ka nako 
ya tiragalo, fa e se go senyegelwa 
ke dithoto di akaretsa didirisiwa 
tsa mo ntlong, diaparo, le tse 
dingwe. 

O boletse fa se se diragaletseng 
ba lelwapa lwa gagwe e le poelo 
morago ka a sa bereke gope mme a 
itshetsa ka temo thuo.

O ikuetse mo pusong le setshaba 
ka kakaretso go ba ema nokeng.

Fa a tswa la gagwe mokhanselara 
wa Omaweneno/ Maralaleng /Kisa 
o ne a supa fa mo ditshekatshekong 
tsa bone e le boeteledipele le ba 
boipelego go amegile malwapa a 
le mararo go akarediwa ntlo ya ga 
Rre Osenoneng e e amegileng go 
feta a mangwe.

Rre Ronald Baitsiwe yo gape 
e leng mothusa modulasetilo 
wa Khansele ya Tsabong o ne a 
tlhalosa fa go ya ka ditshekatsheko 
tsa ba dibetso tsa tlholego go tswa 
mo ofising ya ga molaodi, ba 
thusitse ba malapa a a amegileng 
ka ditante go latsa tlhogo.

 Are dilwana tsa ntlo tsone go 
supagetse fa di kolobile fela mme 
dijo di sa amiwa ke metsi.

A re o sa tswa go lekola gape 
Rre Osenoneng yo a fitlhetseng a 
dira ka natla go busetsa ntlo mo 
seemong. 

Rre Baitsiwe  are tiragalo e, 
ga se ya ntlha mo motseng oo, 
ka ngwaga oo fetileng pula e ne 
ya senya dikago kwa sekoleng. 
BOPA

Terms and conditions apply. 

This product is underwritten by Absa Life Botswana. Absa Bank Botswana 
(registered number BW00001237900) is regulated by the Bank of Botswana.

www.absalife.co.bw

That’s Africanacity. That’s Absa.

Visit any Absa branch or insure.absalife.co.bw 
to apply for a cover of your choice

The Botshelo Life suite of products is designed to protect the things 
that mean the most to you. In just 30 minutes, you can apply for 

for your whole life. We will also give you 20% of your premiums as 

Apply for lifetime cover in 
just 30 minutes. Diragatsa.

Malwapa 
a amilwe 
ke pula 



Friday  March 10, 2023  No. 040   Page  12DailyNews

ClassifiedAds

CHANGE OF LAND USE
Owner Plot 75773 located in Setlhoa Block 10 would like change 
the land use of the Multi-Family residential plot to Mixed use 
(Residential and Commercial)
Therefore owners of adjacent plots who may have objections to 
the proposal are requested to forward them to Gaborone City 
Council, Physical Planning Office or call 3657537 within 14 days 
of publication of this notice.

VACANCIES
COLIC CONSTRUCTION DEVELOPMENT CO.(PTY) LTD  

1. CIVIL ENGINEER (3)
Bachelor Degree in Engineering / Civil Engineering,Valid E,.R. B Certificate, Proven 
working experience in Civil Engineering projects with more than 9 years’ experience.
2. SITE ENGINEER (2)
Bachelor’s Degree in engineering / Civil Engineering, Valid E.R.B experience Proven 
working experience in civil engineering projects with a minimum of 10 years’ experience. 
3. SITE AGENT (2)
Site Agent needed,responsible for the management of the construction site in order to 
achieve required projects delivery to the customers,objective while maintaining quality 
and cost control with 9 years working experience.
4. SITE FOREMAN / SECTION FOREMAN (2)
Applicant should have more than 15years experience in construction industry.
Please respond in writing by enclosing a detailed C.V, certified academics and contactable 
references to:Colic Construction Development (Pty) Ltd
 P O Box 47597, Phakalane Gaborone

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
                                                        Master’s Reference: ESHGB-000422-21
IN THE ESTATE of the late EVAH SETUTA MOLALE who died at 
Lesirane Clinic, Mogoditshane, Kweneng District, Botswana on the
21st May 2018.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that debtors and creditors in the above 
Estate are hereby required to pay their debts and file claims of 
whatever nature with the undersigned within thirty (30) days after 
publication thereof.
Dated at Gaborone on this 10th Day of March 2023                                               
The Executor
Shepherd L. Molale
P O Box 328  METSIMOTLHABE   TEL: 72522892 / 75463346

IN THE COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA HELD AT FRANCISTOWN 
FIRST AND FINAL DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNT 

      ESHFT000031-22
IN THE ESTATE of the Late PATRICK GONTSE ESHFT 000031-22 who died at NYANGABGWE REFERRAL 
HOSPITAL, FRANCISTOWN, DISTRICT, on the  15th February 2022.

NOTICE IS HEREBY First and Final Liquidation and Distribution Account in the above Estate will lie open 

for inspection at the Chambers of the Assistant Registrar and Master of the High Court Francistown for a 

period of twenty one (21) days from the date of the second publications thereof. 

DATE AT FRANCISTOWN THIS 07th DAY OF MARCH 2023
 

 Executor Dative 

 Thapelo Amos 

 P O Box 30780    Francistown 

    AND TO:      Master of the High Court 

                                                Private Bag F13       Francistown 

IN THE ESTATE of the Late LULWAMANE 
NKOMO who died at Princess Marina 
Hospital, Gaborone District, on the 27th day 
of May 2013.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Debtors 
and Creditors in the above Estate are hereby 
required to pay their debts and file claims 
of whatever nature with the undersigned 
within (30) days after the publication hereof.

DATED at ___ on this ___ Day of_____2023

__________________

The Executor
Joseph Keonyatse Tshabangu
P. O. Box 40815
GABORONE
Tel: 71919426/75080794/71683379

NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
Master’s Reference:  ESHGB 000094/22

An expanding Group of companies based in Gaborone invites applications from suitably 

qualified candidates for the under-mentioned positions.

1.    DRIVER X 1

The successful candidate will be responsible for driving company vehicles both light and 

heavy duty and a tractor, as well as ensuring their safety measures. The candidate should 

be conversant with tractors and farming implements and also responsible for ensuring the 

cleanliness of the vehicles, and ensuring that they are well maintained to continue being 

roadworthy, for whatever duties they are required for, as well as performing routine clerical 

duties.

Job Requirements

Interested individuals meeting the above requirements should forward their application 

of two referees to:

Closing date for applications 20th March 2023

Experience:
- Procurement of ATEX material.
- Installation of Electrical equipment as per design.
- Commissioning of complete system.
- Issuing Certificate of Compliance for the complete system.
- Managing Project
- 8 Year Experience 
Job Type:
Contractor
Application Deadline:  2023/03/31
Expected Start Date:     2023/04/01

WE ARE HIRING

Three Electrical and Instrumentation Technician with Masters and 
8years experience in the petrochemical field that will be responsible 
for the electrical installation, Inspection and Certifying of the electrical 
installation.

Contact: henco.vanheerdenex-p.co.zalisa@ex-p.co.za
010 065 0699/078 156 6755

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFIED COPY OF A LOST TITLE DEED                                                    

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to apply for a certified copy of a 

lost Notarial Deed of Cession and Delegation of Lease No. FT MA 189/2020 dated the 

19th day of August 2020 made in favour of SEMINOLE INVESTMENTS (PROPRIETARY) 

LIMITED in respect of the following property: 

CERTAIN:      piece of land being Lease Area No. 49 - MP

SITUATE:      in the Bangwato Tribal Territory of Botswana 

MEASURING:   4092,7858 Ha (Four Zero Nine Two Comma Seven Eight Five Eight Hectares)

HELD UNDER:  Memorandum of Agreement of Lease No. FT TG44/2011 between the   

               Ngwato  Land Board and Poitshego Matheatau and subsequent 

        Deeds, the  last being Notarial Deed of Cession and Delegation of Lease  

        No. FT MA 189/2020 dated 19th day of August 2020  made in favour of   

               Seminole Investments (Proprietary) Limited 

All persons having objections to the issue of such copy are hereby required to lodge the 

same with the Registrar of Deeds for Botswana at Gaborone within three (3) weeks from the 

last publication of this notice.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS 6th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2023

BEWLAY CORPORATE LAW

Attorneys for the Applicant

Plot 3189, Sechaba Close 

Extension 12 

P O Box 2365       Gaborone 

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned 

intends to apply for a certified copy of Deed 

No FT 942/2008 dated 25.11.2008 made in 

favour of THE LATE MAKHANIKA GWALOBA 

in respect of:

CERTAIN: Piece of land being LOT 26348 

FRANCISTOWN   

MEASURING: 300m2 (THREE HUNDRED 

SQUARE METRES)

SITUATE: FRANCISTOWN EXTENTION 47 

All persons having objection to the issue of 

such copy are hereby required to lodge the 

same in writing to the Registrar of Deeds, 

Francistown within three weeks (3) from the 

last publication of the notice.

        

ADDRESS

P/BAG F72

FRANCISTOWN

DATED: 07/03/2023

NOTICE OF LOST DEED

SITUATION VACANT:  FARM WORKERS  
How to Apply

Applicants with more than 3 years’ experience should 

send their applications with a detailed CV and certified 

copies of their academic qualifications to: The Office 

Manager, Maoto Mabedi Farm (Pty) Ltd, P.O. Box 403200, 

Gaborone, Tel:3181285. Applications to be sent via email 

are to be sent to; reception@estateconstruction.co.bw.  on 

or before the 20TH of March 2023.

VACANCIES

FARM WORKERS

BUSINESS SERVICES

NEIGHBOUR CONSULTATION

ADS 365 3599

AUTOMOTIVES

FARM WORKER WANTED at 
Letlhakane. Box 1276 Mmadinare

EXPERIENCED HERDBOY NEEDED
at Zoroga catllepost contact Mr 
Ronald Mokgachane at 72 391 568 
P O Box 301066 Francistown 

THREE FARM WORKERSWANTED
P/BAGF177 Ftown at Matsitama 
Mompati Joko 75 665 147

3 EXPERIENCED LABOURERS to 
work in a vegetable garden farm, 
males or females to start ASAP. 
Contact 73 491 408.

LOOKING FOR 3 FARM WORKERS
at P.O Box 3087 Gaborone for more 
call 76 113 319

FARM WORKER NEEDED at 
Mmanare with experience of 
growing vegetables etc. Apply to P 
O BOX 20243 Francistown

FARM WORKER REQUIRED
at Modimotsebe . Apply to 
Lebang Keswelang P/Bag F23 via 
Francistown.

FARM WORKER WANTED. 2 
workers are wanted to do general 
duties in a farm in Mmashoro. 
Please send your application to: The 
Manager P O Box 301260 Tlokweng.

FARM WORKER NEEDED for doing 
daily farming activities at the farm. 
Basic knowledge in reading and 
writing for records keeping purpose 
are essential. Livestock is our core 
business. Experience in farming 
will be an added advantage. Please 
apply to: Primefast (Pty) Ltd. P O 
Box 68 Hereford. Closing date: 
24/03/2023

FARM WORKERS REQUIRED at 
Mokubilo lands.Apply to:Seeletso 
Kebonang P/Bag F23 via 
Francistown

THREE FARM-WORKERS
needed,Mochudi. Double twelve 
investments. Box 2258,Mochudi

FARM SUPERVISOR NEEDED.
Experience in bag potato farming. 
Apply- Fatty Ngope Box 231, 
Moshupa.

2 FARM WORKERS Ghanzi 
72456587/ 71 482 766

BOREHOLE DRILLING AT Low rates 
call: 76 274 598 / 76 834 659

Ms MISHODZI SEBULANTLO
(contacts: 71 368 351  communicates 
the intention to change ownership 
of toyota land cruizer B158ADL, 
chasis; F575-0077026 bought from 
Mr Mathew Allen Walker Quinn

KAM MEDICALS PTY Ltd is looking 
for a Pharmacist. Contact 71366077/ 
kammedicals@gmail.com

THE OWNER OF plot 6480 located 
at Kazungula wishes to change land 
use from residential to commercial 
guest house. For any objections 
contact physical planning office 
CHDC or 71 372 425

URGENTLY NEEDED DUCT 
ERECTOR. Qualifications- Diploma 
in plumbing / sheet metal work. 
Experience- 15 years knowledge of 
fire fighting an added advantage. 
Chobe Mult Tech (PTY) LTD Box 485 
Kasane.

NEW APPLICATION ARE invited 
if you are God called, candidates 
qualified to fill the position of 
pastoral work after training at 
Fraternity Evangelical Pentecostal 
Church of Africa in Botswana 
Fepabo, God is good. Apply to Box 
30756 Tlokweng Gaborone Email 
fepabogodisgood@yahoo.com Tel: 
73 787 860

SALES AND MARKETING
MANAGER needed, apply to P. 
O. Box 1176 Mogoditshane with 
diploma in tourism

AUTOMOTIVE PRECISION 
MACHINISTS required with 
national certificate in related field 
with crankshaft rebuild, grinding, 
blocks rebore and resleeving and 
control resizing and rebushing. 
Apply to Hanpec Auto Grinders 
Bag AE 945 AEH Gaborone

ACCOMODATION AND 
HOUSING Assistant needed. 
Apply to P O Box 1176 
Mogoditshane.

365 3592 / 3587 / 3593 / 3591365 3592 / 3587 / 3593 / 3591
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Decoppering initiative set to improve 
Quality and Customer Experience 

One of the things we get really excited about here at BTC is our ability to bring 
high-speed broadband internet to homes and businesses. Fixed broadband internet 
has become a basic need for most homes and it is based on this reason that BTC 
since 2018 embarked of providing  FTTx (Fibre to x) to  many localities within 
Botswana.  This has delivered quality of experience to these areas as fibre is more 
reliable than the traditional medium of copper. 

There were areas that still had internet delivered through copper and with the 
current surge of copper theft which caused massive service disruption and resulted 
in customer churn, BTC has embarked on a robust decoppering initiative to remove 
the copper and replace it with fibre. Areas such as Block 9 has now enjoying fibre 
connectivity and this will continue to areas such Tlokweng (Senn foods area, 
Masetlheng), Block 7, Block 6, Jwaneng, Orapa and F-Town Molapo. BTC will continue 
to embark on this Decoppering by replacing it with Fibre optics and using fixed 
wireless technology to ensure that our customers continue to enjoy seamless and 
quality internet services. Through our commercial and technological transformation
strategy deploying Fiber to the home – our customers can rest assured BTC is 
working tirelessly to bring greater connectivity value through Fiber.

Our ongoing initiatives have seen BTC deploy and commission a total of 81 FIBRE to 
the cabinet nodes in Gaborone, Francistown, Kasane and Maun and has extended 
Fiber to the home in Phakalane Golf Estate and Gaborone North, providing 
Fiber-based connectivity to hundreds of households. The FTTx service was launched 
in major centers and customers are now able to experience high speed internet 
connectivity; up to 50 Mbps for FFTC and 100 Mbps for FTTH.
Determined, BTC is now become purposeful not only to deploy access of reliable and 
fast broadband but also interact with our customers to gauge their internet 
demands and needs to design tailored solutions to match their specific needs.  
Broadband access is increasingly becoming an essential utility for customers to 
connect with each other, work, school and access opportunities  from the 
convenience of our homes. 

As BTC we are not only determined to provide technology through our ongoing fixed 
broadband and 4.5G deployment but we have also taken a further step to go door to 
door at the households, corporates clients and using our mobile shop to educate our 
customers about the quality of our network, to make them aware of our fibre 
roll-out and the services that they can enjoy from BTC.

Ultimately broadband evolution matched with BTC’s FBB transformational process is 
dedicated to delivering a reliable and user experience and to connect every home 
with the digital world we live in that requires a multi-access broadband strategy that 
combines an expanding range of fixed and wireless access technologies with 
benefits which include:

Real-time communications High-speed broadband connections that enable 

Many of these OTT applications such as Microsoft Teams, Skype, WhatsApp and 

include video capability in addition to voice, as well as additional functionality 

such as messaging, screen sharing, file transfers, and high-resolution voice 

encoding

As we continue to embark on our, NATIONAL IN YOUR AREA FIBRE DRIVE our 

customers can anticipate, learn and engage more on; Unlimited Internet 

requirements & specifications, Content options, devices. Our services as indicated 

below offer customers convenience and quality of experience: 

Customers are able to get this services through our online platforms such as the  

website (www.btc.bw, mobile App or go to our 26 nationwide shops and through our 

door-to-door activations. Customers are able to use online platforms to apply for 

internet services, upgrade to higher speeds and even pay at the convenience of their 

homes, anywhere they are. 

As we continue to map our  digital transformation journey, we as BTC intend to offer 

innovative solutions and  quality internet to enable homes to have digital 

experience and thus delivering to our Purpose of transforming homes through 

unlimited home internet solutions. 

BTC - Transforming homes through FIBRE internet connectivity to empower 

Batswana in their life ambitions

4Mbps
P488.00

10Mbps
P538.00

INSTALLATION FEE: P250

20Mbps
P728.00

50Mbps
P1,344.00

4Mbps is ideal for a 

small family with 

young kids, do usual 

browsing activities & 

social networking on 

up to 4 devices

10Mbps ideal 5-7 

device with monthly 

online streaming, 

gaming for multiple 

devices

20Mbps is fit for a 

larger family with 

older kids, have 

multiple devices.  

Great for speed 

junkies & gamers who 

want faster 

downloads & uploads

Best for connecting 

multiple devices 

online & seamless 

browsing of the 

internet. Allows faster 

downloads, file 

sharing, video, music 

streaming, gaming & 

more

Entertainment video services: streaming media (particularly video content) is 

growing rapidly thus our expansive FBB and Fiber rollout of broadband 

networks. The benefits for homes which our ground force teams are educating 

customers on weekly, both North and South include both distribution of 

commercial content, i.e movies, television shows, and live sports as well as 

sharing of short video clips and user-generated content on services such as 

YouTube. 

Work From Home/Telework/telepresence Telework – Our FBB solutions allow 

employees and independent professionals to work remotely rather than in 

centralized offices seamlessly, with many potential benefits. BTC FBB and Fiber 

packages cut costs and time of commuting.

Cloud computing and storage from FBB offerings - Cloud services can benefit 

from the high speeds of Fiber networks. Higher broadband speeds allow data 

stored remotely to be accessed as quickly as on a local hard drive and 

synchronized transparently across multiple devices.

Smart homes – Key to our ambitions at BTC is to deploy sufficient Fiber and 

FBB networks that have the potential to connect to energy-consuming 

equipment inside homes, and the electric distribution network outside of it. 

These So-called smart grids will enable real-time feedback and with our 

high-capacity deployment of Fiber support the growth of Smart Homes  
Apply online TODAY visit www.btc.bw

Get Unlimited
Internet with
BTC Fibre

VAT Incl. | 36 months contract

Unlimited
Internet

P538
Only Only

P728
20Mbps10Mbps

Only

P1,344
50Mbps

VAT Incl.   36 months contract
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By Kehumile Moekejo

JWANENG - Setswana word Seriti 
denotes dignity and integrity, and so does 
the petite black signature leather handbag by 
Xandye Boutique.

The make and fine finishes ooze elegance 
and are bound to add a sophisticated and 
classy look to a woman’s outfit. 

Established in 2020, Seriti handbag is a 
brainchild of a Motswana woman, Sandra 
Kenanao, who designs the product and sends 
it for manufacturing oversees.

Kenanao’s deep passion for fashion and 
entrepreneurship from a young age saw 
her pursue her dream three years ago when 
she sent her first product specifications 
to her manufacturers, but COVID-19 hit 
before she could receive the first sample 
for approval. “I have always loved fashion, 
especially handbags and I wanted to come 
up with something which is portable and 
gives a sophisticated and classic finish to an 
outfit. I sent the first design in 2020 and due 
to COVID-19, the sample took too long to 
arrive owing to logistical issues,” Kenanao 
said in a recent interview.

After several attempts to nail the 
specifications, the genuine leather Seriti 
handbag finally hit Botswana market, 
through the Xandye’s Online Boutique. Even 
though Kenanao had ditched her job as a 
financial advisor in the corporate world, the 
Bcom Accounting and Retail Management 
graduate had confidence that her passion 
coupled with p e r s eve r a n c e 
w o u l d fulfil her 

By Portia Ikgopoleng

MAUN - The new documentary film, 
Nkashi: Race for the Okavango, has 
touched international shores thereby 
elevating creators and players involved in its 
production.

In an interview, one of the stars featured 
in the film, Gobonamang ‘GB’ Kgetho, who 
is a dugout canoe or mokoro poler, said the 
motion picture had become his backbone 
especially after losing his father in 2021 
when production was on.

He said for him to be able to share 
knowledge and experience about the 
Okavango Delta with the world ignited 
a sense of pride in him and the rest of the 
people in the Okavango Delta. 

Having been declared a National 
Geographic explorer, Kgetho said he 
intended to expand his knowledge, not just 
on being a poler, but as an ambassador of 
Botswana’s flora and fauna.

He explained that having been raised 
in Seronga made him appreciate natural 
resources as he was able to coexist with 
wildlife through education from Botswana 
World Bird Trust.

The poler stated that the Okavango Delta 
was significant to his life having been born 
and raised in Seronga 

“Our forefathers preserved the Okavango 

Delta so that we would enjoy it as it is and 
now it is upon us to do the same by protecting 
it for future generations likewise.’’

Kgetho said ever since the promotion of 
Nkashi film on media platforms, people 
approached him for knowledge sharing 
while some expressed how much they 
wanted to go on a mokoro ride with him.

“I am honoured to have worked with 
National Geographic on this film and 
I believe it will open many doors and 
opportunities for me.’’

Speaking at a press screening on Tuesday, 
National Geographic explorer and producer 
of Nkashi: Race for Okavango, Thalefang 
Charles, said many stories of the Okavango 
Delta had been produced but missed to 
capture the human element of day to day 
lives of people of the delta.

This, he said, provoked him as a storyteller 
with 16 years’ experience in journalism to 
relay a story that incorporated people of 
Okavango as a way to also help protect the 
natural resources.

“There are many stories in the Okavango 
Delta yet to be unearthed and told, therefore 
we need more Batswana filmmakers to be 
part of this. I also acknowledge the need for 
support and funds but most importantly we 
need passion.’’

Charles said this project opened his 
eyes extensively having learnt a lot from 

Film creators relish working on Nkashi

Passion for fashion births 
Seriti handbag

Kenanao’s passion for fashion and entrepreneurship led her to making portable bags 
that give a sophisticated and classic finish to an outfit. INSERT: Thobo cardholder 
and Lefika wallet for men are some of her other products. 
Photo: Courtesy of Xandye Boutique

knowledgeable veterans who yielded 
indigenous knowledge that had been 
transferred from generations to generations.

He said being a National Geographic 
explorer was an opportunity that he 

treasured. 
‘“It has always been my dream and passion 

to tell a Botswana story and I am thankful 
that I am an explorer who has a platform to 
express my creativity.’’ BOPA

dream.
She ensured that the structure and the 

finishes of the bag were durable for it to be 
competitive in the international market. 

“This bag best describes us as Batswana 
because we are known for cattle rearing and 
the leather is from these cattle.  At the same 
time I make sure that the finishes are durable 
to maintain the classiness of the product,” she 
explains.

However, she regretted that she was yet 
to find leather processors locally who could 
be capable of producing the same finished 
product with her preferred specifications. 

Her wish was to finally see her products 
fully manufactured in Botswana, thereby 
creating more employment.

Even though Seriti handbag is the business 
signature product, the Thobo cardholder and 
Lefika wallet for men also form part of the 
Xandye Boutique. 

Due to the limited editions, the Lefika 
wallet has since been sold out. 

“We only make 100 products per item 
and after that we don’t do more. Due to high 
demand, the Lefika wallet has been sold out,” 
she says.

The self-funded creative director says 
even though she had managed to stay afloat 
despite the movement restrictions due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, she still needed 
to grow the business by incorporating other 
products and opening up to the international 
market. 

She said additional funding would assist 
in mass production to ensure products are 
readily available to a wider market.

“At the moment, accessing financial 
assistance is a stumbling block because my 
products are not manufacture locally, but 
rather I design, choose finished and send 
outside the country for manufacturing. 
But I wish the creative industry could be 
recognised as a contributor to the country’s 
economy.” BOPA
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MADRID - Javier Tebas, 
president of the Spanish football 
league, La Liga, has denied that 
the competition is in a financial 
crisis. 

Tebas was responding to a 
story published in the El Espanol 
newspaper, which reported that 
La Liga’s TV deal with the 
DAZN platform and a contract 
with the CVC investment fund, 
which has given money to most 
of the clubs in the tournament for 
a share of their money from the 
sale of audiovisual rights, were 
on the verge of falling apart. 

The article reports that DAZN 
is not getting the return it had 
hoped for from its investment 
in TV rights, while CVC was 
having doubts over the viability 
of its agreement (part of which 
includes money from the sale of 
rights) and that the agreements 
were subsequently in ‘serious 
danger of not being maintained.’ 

Tebas responded to the story 
with a tweet describing it was 
‘fake news’, adding that ‘DAZN 
is fulfilling its payments in 
agreement and everything is 
calm and as expected with 
CVC.’ 

Tebas’ post on social media 
was followed by a communique 
from La Liga which insisted “it 
is absolutely false that DAZN 
and CVC are studying breaking 
their contracts with La Liga for 
economic and legal problems.” 

“DAZN is up to date with 
payments and is fulfilling 
the signed contract,” says the 
statement, adding “La Liga and 
DAZN are and have worked 
together from the first moment 
in harmony and with common 
objectives.” 

La Liga has tried to control 
the spending of clubs in La Liga, 
introducing wage ceilings in an 
attempt to prevent clubs getting 
into financial difficulty. 

However, this has made it 
difficult for many Spanish clubs 
to compete with the wages 
offered in other competitions, 
such as the Premier League. 
Xinhua

No 
problems 
with key 
contracts 
- La Liga 
president

Nagelsmann steps into limelight 
BERLIN - It has been an 
unwritten law in the books of 
Bayern Munich for decades that a 
coach’s expiration date is closely 
connected to success. 

In advance of the second leg 
of the UEFA Champions League 
last-16 tie against Paris Saint-
Germain, Bayern coach Julian 
Nagelsmann spoke about a game 
of paramount relevance. Former 

Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge expressed things 
more drastically by calling it “the 
season’s most important game.”

Considering the emerging 
tensions around the club in 
advance, Nagelsmann has 
survived a do-or-die challenge. 

Last season’s disappointing 
exit in the quarterfinal 
against underdogs Villareal in 
Nagelsmann’s first Bayern year 
remained a threatening and heavy 
burden for the former RB Leipzig 
manager until the early stages of 
2023. 

Considering the expectations 
the 2020 treble winners’ coaches 
traditionally face, Nagelsmann 

made a step out of the dark into 
the pleasantly warming light by 
winning the duel 3-0 on aggregate 
and proceeding to the next round. 

Statistics might have spoken 
in favor of the reigning German 
champions from the beginning as 
Bayern have lost only two of 23 
Champions League duels after 
having won the first leg. 

As a curious side-effect, it 
was again a former PSG player 
scoring a decisive goal. In Paris 
in mid-February, PSG graduate 
Kingsley Coman delivered the 
winner for Bayern. 

This time, it was fellow PSG 
alumnus Eric Maxim Choupo-
Moting who netted the first goal, 

followed by Serge Gnabry’s late 
strike.

Coman’s goal echoed his 
strike in the 2020 Champions 
League final, when the French 
international scored the only goal 
as Bayern beat PSG in that year’s 
showpiece event. 

Facing PSG has not only been a 
mental stress test for Nagelsmann, 
but turned into a successful test of 
character for the squad. 

The victory in Paris was mainly 
grounded on Nagelsmann’s 
tactical inspirations. 

Things haven’t been different 
as the Bayern coach managed to 
keep his side’s mental strength 
alive to shackle two of the world’s 

best footballers in Kylian Mbappe 
and Lionel Messi. 

Prospects have changed to good 
for now as the next round has 
been reached, while the team are 
still leading the Bundesliga and 
remain in the German Cup. 

“We survived some tricky 
situations in the first half but in 
the end turned into the superior 
side,” said striker Thomas Muller, 
praising his team’s robustness and 
tenacity. 

Nagelsmann spoke about a 
bumpy start but “we have turned 
things around and can be happy 
about the team’s strong will 
and passionate fighting spirit.” 
Xinhua
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By Anastacia Sibanda

GABORONE - A fierce battle 
is expected when Untouchable and 
Ginomai meet in a DTCB women’s 
league encounter at Lekidi East on 
Saturday.

Sparks are expected to fly as 
both teams vie to improve their log 
standings. 

Ginomai sit at position four 
after winning three and losing two 
games.

Untouchable are on fifth spot, 
having registered two wins, two 
losses and a draw.

Expectations are that 
Untouchable would give their all 
to ensure that they cut the string of 
losses.

But again Untouchable will 
have to take into account that 
Ginomai are no walk overs, as 
they hammered FC Legends 
6-0, a strong statement to their 
opponents. 

Untouchable coach, Boni 
Mmametse, said their loss against 
Mazottie last week was now water 
under the bridge.

He said they had been preparing 
extensively for the game, adding 
that he only had two injuries. 

Mmametse said he was happy 
with the team’s progress in the 
league. “As much as we are trying 
to make the league entertaining 
and competitive, I think referees 
should also up their game. Honestly 

I am not happy with some of their 
decisions,” he said.

For his part, Ginomai coach, 
Thato Tshauwe, said despite 
some of his players not making 
it to training due to school 
commitment, all in all they had 
prepared well and ready to go.

He said Untouchable was a 
closed book to him, but expecting 
to have a good game based on their 
results from previous games.  

“We do know that Untouchable 

have a good experience of the 
league. They have been there, 
compared to us, we are still 
learning the ropes,” he said.

The coach promised to give 
the spectators a good display of 
football.

In other games, Geronah will 
battle it out with Vicomates at 
Lekidi West. Big Sisters will clash 
with FC Legends at Lekidi East in 
the afternoon with Police taking 
on Mazottie at Lekidi West. BOPA
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Untouchable, Ginomai face off 
DTCB women’s league continues this weekend with Untouchable facing Ginomai while Big Sisters will clash with FC Legends at Lekidi East on Saturday, among other games.


