“With our hope tested by economic pressures, our resolve crystalised and became stronger. We know where we came from, why we needed change, and where we are going” - President Advocate Duma Boko
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Constitutional
Courtamust-B

By Pako L ebanna

GABORONE - The establishment of aConstitutional Court isanimportant
step in developing Botswanas constitutional democratic system, and in
strengthening the judicial process, President Advocate Duma Boko has said.

Contribution to the Constitutional Amendment Bill that has been tabled
before Parliament on Monday, President Boko ventilated the argument that
the Constitutional Court would be an important instrument in developing the
nation’s legal process.

The President said the court was essential to the protection of the rights
and providing an avenue for recourse of everyone resident in Botswana.

It would clearly delineate alegal route and platform where constitutional
matters were handled with urgency, consistency, and
authority, President Boko said. .

He added that by ensuring that institutions
operated within the confines of the constitution,
such aninstitution would uphold theruleof law and
further provide strong protection for vulnerable
groups, promote fairness in governance and
ensure accountability.

In countering the argument that not
sufficient consultation had been made
with the public and societal stakeholders,
President Boko pointed out that among
the findings of the 2022 report presented
by the Presidential Commission into the
Review of the Constitution, the Dibotelo
Commission, was that public opinion was
in favour of establishing a Constitutional
Court.

President advocate Duma Boko on Parliament floor during Constitutional
Amendment Bill debate in Gaborone on Monday. In his contribution to
the bill President Boko argued that the constitutional court would be
an important instrument in developing the nation’s legal process. The
President also said the court was essential to the protection of the rights
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Water project to
support sustainable
livelihoods

By Esther Mmolai

MAUN - Itiscritical for relevant
authorities implementing the
ongoing Maun Water Supply
and Sanitation Phase Il to
consult all key stakeholders,
including the community, to get
feedback.

North West district
commissioner, Mr Thabang
Waloka, made the remarks

during the stakeholder meeting
heldin Maun recently, citing that
the water project was important
for sustainable livelihoods.

“Water is a fundamental right
and driver of socio-economic
development and  growth;
hence, engaging stakeholders
is paramount to promote
ownership,” he said.

Mr Waloka said his office
was experiencing an influx of
reports from some members
of the community blaming
the contractors for lack of
cooperation.

He stated that some residents
complained that the contractor
had destroyed their yards and
nothing had been done to
compensate them.

Mr Waloka called on the
authorities to speedily look into

theissues and do what wasright.

Water Utilities Corporation
general manager in Maun, Mr
Paul Mafavuneh, informed
the gathering that the project
would indeed address severe
water shortages in the village
and its surrounding areas once
complete.

He said Maun needed 15.6
million litres of water daily,
and the corporation could only
supply 118 million litres on
average, something he said
called for measures such as
rationing.

Also, stakeholders learned
that there was a significant
improvement of water supply
since the commissioning of two
boreholes and installation of
generators at Kunyere North.

However, some residents
complained about the quality of
water, saying at times, the water
had rust or a greenish colour;
the fear authorities allayed,
stating that the water supplied
was clean and safe for drinking.

They were informed that
despite the colour, the water
was treated and met acceptable
quality standards in accordance
with the Botswana Bureau of
Standards (BOBS). BOPA

Serowe District
Council hands
over house

By Keamogetse Setilo

THABALA - The Serowe
District Council recently handed
over a one-bedroom house to
Mr Mogogi Mokuni in Thabala
village.

Speaking during the
handover ceremony, Serowe
Council Housng Committee
Chairperson, Mr Baikokobetsi
Lorato, stated that the house
constructed through the Bonno
Turnkey  Housing  Scheme
exemplified the government’s
efforts to fulfill its goal of
providing  quality  housing
for citizens to improve their
livelihoods.

The scheme supports
individuals with an annual
income of between P4,400 and
P95 000.

Additionally, Mr Lorato who
is a councilor for Serowe South
mentioned that the Bonno
Housing Programme was doing
well in the district, emphasising
that up to now, the district
continued to be inundated with
applications and had constructed
houses in various locations
throughout the district.

The programme has various
options, including  turnkey

project, where an individual
provides a plot and the council
constructs a house from the
ground up and delivers the
finished project, he said.

Another option, Mr Lorato
relayed, was home improvement,
whereupon one could utilise the
programme services to expand
or renovate their residence, al at
an agreed fee.

He, however, challenged those
assisted to repay loans extended
to them on time so that more
people could benefit from the
program.

Councilor ~ Lorato  noted
that the house handed over
in Thabala was a turnkey
initiative and commended the
contractor for finishing the work
ahead of schedule and for not
compromising quality.

“We are fortunate as a country
to have initiatives like Bonno
Housing Pogramme; it is our
responsbility to utilise these
programmes to improve our
standard of living,” he stated.

Kgos Abd Kgaboyaronafrom
Thabala opined that housing
provided dignity to individuals
and urged all eigible individuals
to apply for Bonno to improve
their lives. BOPA

Participants during the Maun Water Supply and Sanitation Phase |1 stakeholder engagement meeting
in Maun on Friday. Photo: Courtesy of Ministry of Water and Human Settlement
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Maele urges African universities to lead dev.

By Lorato Gaofise

GABORONE - African higher
education leaders have been urged
to strengthen university leadership,
deepen collaboration and
accelerate innovation to help drive
the continent's socio-economic
transformation.

Speaking at the 21% Regional
Universities Forum for Capacity
Building in Agriculture
(RUFORUM) Annual General
Meeting (AGM) in Gaborone
on Monday, Minister of Higher
Education Mr Prince Maele said
Africas development challenges
demanded a new modd of
university engagement, one that
moved beyond traditional roles and
prioritises real-world impact.

He identified youth
unemployment, climate change,
food insecurity, low value addition,
duggish economic growth and

risng insecurity as persistent
barriers undermining Africds
progress.

“Our science output must receive
a catalytic boost. Universities must
evolve from centres of teaching
and research into mission-driven
institutions that generate solutions,
technologies, productsand services
aligned with national and regional
priorities,” he said.

Minister Maele described the
conference theme:  Positioning
Africas universities and the higher
education sector to effectively
impact development processes
on the continent as timely and
forward-looking, reflecting
growing recognition that African
universitiesmust be more proactive
in shaping national and regional
development.

“The theme clearly recognises
that it is through innovation that
higher education can build resilient
societies and advance economic
development,” he added.

Mr Maelechallengedinstitutions
tolead Africdstransitiontoagreen
and climate-resilient economy,
noting that the continent currently
secured only 3.6 per cent of global
climate finance, far below what
was needed.

He urged universities and the
private sector to critically assess
the bottlenecks limiting Africds
participation in global climate
financing and to scale efforts
to attract investment into clean
energy, climate-smart agriculture
and green job creation.

The minister also commended
long-standing development
partners, including the Mastercard
Foundation, Bill & Médinda
Gates Foundation, the African
Development Bank and the World
Bank, for sustained investment in

DailyNews

Published by: Department of Information Services
37795 Wellie Seboni Drive
Private Bag BR 139 Gaborone
bopa@gov.bw
dailynews@gov.bw

Online Edition: https:/dailynews.gov.bw
Printed by: Government Printing and Publishing Services

Editors

Ms Lorato Okaile

Tel: 365 3640

Email: lgaleage@gov.bw
Mr Sefhako Sefhako

Tel: 365 3589

Email: sesthako@gov.bw

¢ Ms Masego Pilane
: Tel: 365 3569
* Email: mkpilane@gov.bw

For Adverts Call:
3653555/3587/3591/
3592/3593 /3599 /3620

: Head of Marketing
i MsLucretia Chima

i Tel: 3653574

i Email: chima@gov.bw

Head of Photography
MrYobe Shonga
Tel: 365 3604
Email: yshonga@gov.bw

Circulation 20 000 per day except Saturdays, Sundays and
Public Holidays.

Africds higher education sector,
and appealed for continued support
to help build work-ready graduates
and resilient economies.

Botswana University of

Agriculture and Natural Resources
(BUAN) Vice Chancellor
Professor Ketlhatlogile Mosepele
echoed the cal for cohesion
and  purposeful  partnerships,

describing the conference as “a
historic convergence of knowledge,
action and purpose.”

Prof. Mosepele stressed
that Africads agricultural and

Minister of Higher Education, Mr Prince Maele officially opening the 218 Regional Universities
Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture (RUFORUM) Annual General Meeting and Conference
in Gaborone on Monday. Mr Maele challenged African universities to lead transition to a green and
climate-resilient economies, and create smart jobs for the continent. Photo: Felicity Male

higher education transformation
depended on stronger collaboration
between universities, governments,
communities and industry.

He urged public universities to
demonstrate measurable impact
and ensure society received a
meaningful return on investment.

He further said universities
must redesign curricula, embed
entrepreneurship, strengthen
inclusion for women and youth, and
ground researchin real community
challenges.

Prof. Mosepele also highlighted
digital transformation and
leadership development as critical
levers for building globally
competitive African ingtitutions.

The five-day meeting has
attracted delegates from 175
universities across more than
40 African countries, with
discussions focusing on higher
education reform, climate-
responsive agriculture, innovation
ecosystems and strategies to
strengthen Africa's human capital
for sustainable development.

As the conference progresses,
leaders havereiterated that Africds
universities were not just academic
ingtitutions as they were vital
engines for innovation, resilience
and economic growth. BOPA

Wetlands protection key to birds conservation

By Esther Mmolai

MAUN - Botswanahasbeen urged
to strengthen stakeholder support
for wetland protection, which plays
avital rolein conserving migratory
waterbird species that flock to the
country during the rainy season.
Botswana is a party to the

African  Eurasian  Waterbird
Agreement (AEWA), an
intergovernmental  treaty  that

coordinates conservation action
across 255 migratory waterbird
species along their flyways.

Reports presented at the recently
held Bird Migration Conference
revedled that Botswana hosts
93 migratory waterbird species,
making its contribution to the
network central to regional habitat
protection and sustainable use.

The two-day  conference,
convened by Re Jada Peo
Organisation, sought to spotlight
bird migration and its ecological
significance, while encouraging
dialogue on managing threats such
as deforestation, climate pressures,
predators, pollution and human
activity.

Held a Maun Lodge the
event attracted schoolchildren,
conservationists, researchers, bird
experts and professional wildlife
guides, who all shared insights on
sustainability practices that benefit
both birds and communities.

Lecturer at Botswana Wildlife
Training Institute, Ms Onalenna
Sakarea, emphasised that greater
stakeholder  participation  was
critica for the protection of
migratory waterbirds and their
habitats.

She said Botswana was
expected to collaborate with other
AEWA contracting parties by
implementing conservation plans,
protecting critical habitats and
submitting regular status reports
on its progress.

Ms Sakarea noted that
stakeholder  contributions  were
key in helping the country meet its
obligation to report conservation
outcomes to other parties within

the agreement.

“Itisimpressiveto seeyoungsters
and environmental leaders under
one roof, sharing information on
protecting wildlife species and
managing human activities for
sustainable use” she added.

She further highlighted the
importance of continuous bird
monitoring, explaining  that
migratory waterbirds served as
indicator speciesfor environmental
health and biodiversity stability.

The Department of Wildlife and
National Parks also plays a central
role in protecting Botswands
wildlife resources for present and
future generations, often working
with partner organisations to
monitor bird populations and

maintain
impact.

Professional ranger and guide Mr
Patrick Malats echoed the call for
more support, saying conservation
efforts must be prioritised to ensure
migratory birds continued to grace
Botswands skies.

He added that migratory birds
undertook extraordinary seasonal
journeys, often crossing continents
and oceans to find favourable
breeding sites, food sources or to
escape extreme weather conditions.

Mr Malats aso said that
migratory birds were a fascinating
group of avian species that
undertook regular, seasonal
journeys between their breeding
and non-breeding grounds.

long-term programme

“The birds have evolved the
remarkable ability to navigate
over vast distance often crossing
continents and even oceans in
search of favourable breeding
habitats, food sources or escape
harsh weather conditions.”

Re Jda Peo continues to
drive  conservation  awareness
at community level, equipping
children, youth and women with
life skills education, environmental
stewardship training and hands-on
engagement with local ecosystems
in schools across Botswana.

Through these programmes,
learners participate in habitat
care, wildlife protection, tree
planting and ecosystem monitoring
initiatives. BOPA

Constitutional Court a must - Boko

... from page 1

Outlining the historical path
Botswana undertook towards its
constitution, President Boko said
the Order in Council of May 9,
1891 declared Bechuanaland a
British Protectorate, and over
the following century, the British
Parliament proclaimed in August
1966 to grant Bechuanaland
independence as the Republic of
Botswana.

This was after the 1963,
Lobatse Conference and the
Malborough House Conference
held in London in February 1966
agreed to the terms of Botswana's
independence and basic tenets of
its constitution.

But, minority ethnic groups
and vulnerable groups including
women were not represented at
L obatse and Malborough House,
President Boko argued and the
country thus needed a broader,
inclusive constitutional review
process that would involve the

viewsof adiverse sector of society.
He said the Constitutional Court
would be the first step in creating
an avenue where any party felt
aggrieved by the constitutional
review process could find a fair
arbitrary process.

President Boko noted that the
Botswana constitution had a Bill
of Rights, Section 3 to 16, which
protects the fundamental rights
and freedoms of the individual,
including the rights to life
personal liberty,  protection
from inhuman treatment and
the freedoms of conscience,
expression, movement, association
and assembly.

This, the President pronounced
was international best practice
flowing from the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
other international instruments
that provided for life, liberty and
equal protection before the law.

Such are sacrosanct clauses
that needed to be protected as the
constitution is amended, President
Boko said, in order to ensure

that as the country became more
inclusive, basic rights remained
protected.

He said Section 18 of the
Constitution already provided
for the enforcement of protective
provisions.

“Furthermore, the past
precedent of the judgment from
Attorney General of Botswana
versus Unity Dow case is that the
Section 3 provision that ‘every
person in Botswana is entitled to
fundamental rights and freedoms
is legally binding and not a mere
preamble.

Nonetheless, Botswana still
requires a Constitutional Court,”
the President argued, pointing out
that the Aguda Commission led
by Justice Akinola Aguda (1923-
2001), aNigerianjurist and former
Chief Justice of Botswanahad also
recommended that there should
be a Supreme Court established
in the country; with the Dibotelo
Commission later pointing to
public opinion being in favour of a
Constitutional Court. BOPA
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Motshegwa clarifies
medical supplies
distribution

GABORONE - The Ministry of
Local Government and Traditional
Affairs isnot avarenor hasreceived
any reports of transportation of
medical supplies by nurses private
vehicles in small villages and
remote clinics.

Mr  Ketlhalefile  Motshegwa
explained to Parliament recently
that Boteti West Constituency had
three ddivery points of drugs and
medical supplies from the Central
Medical Stores (CMS), which also
served as distribution points for
their respective clusters and all
the facilities within clusters order
their drugs and supplies from their
ddivery points.

However, he said facilities
occasionally request from one
another as a way of rationalising
distribution.

Mr Motshegwa explained that
Inter-facility ~ transportation  of

medical supplies, was done using
government vehicles and if there
were any such cases, it would be
contrary to the existing government
procedures whereby all medical
supplies and drugs should be
transported in safe and secure
official vehicles.

The ministry takes highly the
welfare of officers and therefore,
endeavours to ensure that all
officers perform duties within the
boundaries of their line of duty as
dtipulated in the Job Effectiveness
Description, Minister Motshegwa
said.

Boteti West MP, Mr Sam Digwa
had asked the minister if he was
aware that nurses in some small
villages and remote village clinics
were using their private vehicles
to collect medical supplies from
larger nearby medical facilities and
whether that was procedural. BOPA

Financial limitation
hinders office renovations

GABORONE - Acting minister
of Lands and Agriculture, Dr
Edwin Dikoloti says he is unable
to state when the Mathangwane
Agricultural  Offices  will  be
renovaeted, due to financia
limitations.

Responding to a question in
Parliament on Thursday, from
Shashe West legidator, Mr Jeremiah
Frenzel, theminister said the offices
were budgeted for renovations
during the 2025/2026 financia
period but could not be carried out
due to financial limitations and
insufficient funding.

He said due to the same the
ministry was unable to state when
the village of and Natale Japane
lands would have their own specific
agricultural officers.

Presently, Natale is assisted by an
officer stationed in Shashemooke
while farmersin Japane are assisted
by an officer based in Borolong, Dr
Dikoloti said, adding that the two
areas had a combined number of
about 120 farmers, which was a a
ratio of 1.60 agricultural officer to
afarmer.

He said the ratio far much better
than other area which stood at 1:1
200 against the target ratio 1:100.

Dr Dikoloti said that the ministry
was working on improving
extension support through different
meanssuch asproduction clustering,
and that the two areas could be
assessed on their comparative
or competitive advantage and
facilitated accordingly.

He noted that the land overseers
were paid a daly alowance

equivalent to the sitting allowance
of land board members and the
review of their daily allowances
was dependent on the review of the
sitting alowance for land board
members, but due to the prevailing
financial situation, the ministry had
no plansto review the allowances at
the moment.

Mr Frenzel wanted the minister
to state when the Mathangwane
agricultural  offices would be
renovated and when the Natale
and Japane lands would start being
serviced by their own designated
Agricultural Officer .

He aso wanted the minister to
state when the allowances for land-
overseers would be reviewed to
meet the current standard of living.
BOPA

“Terminal benefits yet to
be processed’

GABORONE - Minigter of
Communications and Innovation,
Mr David Tshere says employees
of Meropa Resources were issued
letters of intent to retrench end of
August thisyear.

Responding to a question in
Parliament on behalf of Minister
of Minerals and Energy, Mr
Tshere said due to the current
liquidity challenges faced by the
company, terminal benefits were
yet to be processed.

He said the matter was outlined

during the last engagement with
employees in Lentsweletau on
August 19 where management
explained the steps being taken to
contain the escalating costs.
“Itisevident that lack of payment
of terminal benefits has likely
delayed medical exit clearances,
however, | wish to darify
that pre-employment medica
examinations are  conducted
by each prospective employer,
regardless of previous employer
clearances asthoserecordsremain

L= .

Minister of Communications and Innovation, Mr David Tshere
said employees of Meropa Resources were issued letters of intent to

retrench end of August thisyear.

specific to the former employer,”
said Mr Tshere

“While this does not diminate
the inconvenience caused, it
ensures that new employers
can ill assess fitness for duty
independently,” he added.

He said Mineral Development
Corporation Botswana (MDCB),
Botswana Development
Corporation and Minergy Limited
were engaged in joint negotiation
with potential investorsto securea
capital infusion into the business.

Mr Tshere stated that a key
component of the process was
the resolution of outstanding
employee payment obligationsand
that the ministry acknowledged
the severity of the stuation and
the hardship endured by the
employees.

“While this is a complex and
lengthy undertaking, negotiations
have advanced significantly with
several investors and government
remains committed to ensuring
that employees receive their due
entittements,” he said.

To mitigate the stuation, Mr
Tshere said a four-month salary
payout was extended through
MDCB, to cover the period up
to July 31 this year, providing
temporary relief while long-term
solutions were being pursued.

Member of Parliament for
Tswapong South, Dr Kestegile
Gobotswang had asked the
minister to appraise Parliament on
the fate of some 500 employees of
Meropa Resources.

Dr Gobotswang wanted the
minister to gtate if the ministry
was aware that employees of the
company were issued letters of
intent to retrench effective August
31 yet there had been no proper
communication  or  progress
regarding payment of terminal
benefits and the completion of the
medical exit procedures.

He also wanted the minister
to sate if the dday had placed
the employees a a severe
disadvantage as the lack of
medical exit clearance had
prevented them from seeking
and securing new employment
opportunities elsewhere.

Dr Gobotswang asked if the
ministry was aware that as a
result of prolonged uncertainty
surrounding their retrenchment
and outstanding entitlements,
employees continued to suffer
financial and emotional distress,
and what remedies were in place
to assist the employees. BOPA

Ministry inspects butcheries annually

GABORONE - Butcheries and
food vendors are inspected for
compliance with meat hygiene
requirements  annually  and
biannually  respectively, says
Minister of Local Government
and Traditional Affairs.
Responding to a question in
Parliament on Thursday, Mr
Ketlhalefile Motshegwa said food
vendors who cooked and sold
food were classified as high-risk
establishments and were therefore
inspected twice a year, while
butcheries that sold raw meat
were generally inspected once a

year, unless conditions warranted
frequent visits.

The Food Control Act 1993 and
itssubsidiary legidation, regulates
food safety for butcheriesand food
vendors.

Mr Motshegwa indicated that
routine inspections were guided
by the level of risk associated with
the type of food handled hence
the frequency of inspections
was determined by the risk
categorisation and any emerging
food safety concerns identified
during routine monitoring.

He said that the main findings

from such inspections included,
sale of uninspected meat, poor
storage of food items, filthy or
unhygienic  premises, vermin
infestation, and failure to use
appropriate Personal Protective
Equipment, issues that had
in some instances, resulted
in the temporary closure of
establishments.

“More recently, some
establishments have also been
publicly named to raise awareness
on food safety among operators
and consumers,” he said.

In recognition of

the role

butcheries and food vendors
play, Mr Motshegwa said in local
economic  activities,  councils
engaged them continuousy on
food safety.

Mr Motshegwa was answering
aquestion by Kanye West MP, Mr
Victor Phologolo who inquired
about the frequency with which
butcheries and operations of
food vendors were inspected for
compliance with meat hygiene
requirements.

He also asked about the main
findings from such inspections in
the last three years. BOPA
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Govt suspends sand mining activities

GABORONE - Demand for
sand continues to increase asthe
country’s developments steadily
grow through construction of
new infrastructure  making
it an important commodity
in the economic development
of Botswands construction
industry.

Responding on behalf of
the Minister of Minerals and
Energy, Ms Bogolo Kenewendo,
Assistant Minister of Transport
and Infrastructure, Mr Keoagile
Atamelang said that with the
limited sand resources in the
Southern part of the country,
sand mining activities in
the greater Gaborone were
suspended due to the state of
degradation in the river systems.

He explained that the river
systems were damaged due to
excessive sand mining and other
uses of the river systems such
water abstraction, especially for
agricultural use, got affected.

Mr Atamelang dsated that
during the past rainy season,
communities were impacted due
to excessive sand mining.

‘Expect
more
medical
supplies’

GABORONE - Drug availability
a Kgaleng East Congtituency
currently stands at 56 per cent, a
figure below the national target of
97 per cent.

Minister of Local Government
and Traditional Affairs Mr
Ketlhalefile Motshwegwa informed
Parliament recently that the decline
in drugs availability at the Central
Medical Stores (CMS) had in turn
contributed to reduced stock levels
acrossclinics.

Minister Motshegwa said that the
President had, in his State-of-the-
Nation Address (SONA), indicated
that the country could expect
significant increase in supplies in
the coming weeks, an intervention,
that was anticipated to improve
the availability of medicines in the
facilities.

Furthermore, he said that
immediate measures being
implemented to address the current
shortages included re-distribution
and sharing of medicines between
clinics and hospitals within the
districts and across the country.

Minister Motshegwa added
that the digtrict also continued to
timeoudy place orders with CMS
for items that were in stock and in
thelong term, the ministry intended
to strengthen stock level monitoring
system and to ensure continuous
placing and tracking of orders with
CMS to ensure timeous ddlivery.

Kgatleng East MB, Mr Mabuse
Pule wanted the minister to update
the House on the availability of
essential medicines in  clinics
and hedth posts throughout
Kgatleng East Constituency and
to state immediate measures being
implemented to address any current
shortages identified and long term
drategies to ensure consstent
as well as reliable availability of
medicines and medical supplies in
the stated facilities going forward.
BOPA

Her further highlighted that
the ministry was aware that
natural resources particularly
sand, were being illegally mined
or extracted, and the ministry
continued to engage with other
stakeholders to combat such
acts that were savaging the
Greater Gaborone including
Metsmotlhabe River.

Of recent, he sad law
enforcement organisations had
strengthened their patrols along
the affected areas and river
system in an effort to combat
illegal activities.

Mr Atameang explained
that the amended Mines and
Minerals Act included harsher
punitive measures  through

revison of finesand giving more
powers to authorised officers to
confiscate, impound and dispose
of equipment that was found

and used to commit such illegal
activities

He sad al government
departments and ministries with
authority over land or itsuse such
as the Ministry of Lands and
Agriculture (land boards and
Department of Lands), Ministry
of Environment and Tourism
(Department of Environmental
Protection), Botswana Police
Service and dikgos, should
not allow illegal mining to be
occurring on the land they had
custody over.

Mr Atameang said that
al parties entrusted with the
administration of land and the
environment must not allow
any of such activities to be
happening on their land without
their knowledge and authority.

Hetherefore, said the ministry
minerals had intentions, funds

Responding on behalf of the Minister of Minerals and Energy, Ms
Bogolo Kenewendo, Assistant Minister of Transport and Infrastructure,
Mr Keoagile Atamelang, said the limited sand resourcesin the Southern
part of the country, has resulted in suspension of sand mining activities
in the greater Gaborone due to the state of degradation in the river

systems.

permitting, to conduct studies
aong al mgor rivers in the
country, to establish the extent
of damage caused by excessive
sand mining, in order to inform
considerations for the proposed
initiative, to allow for controlled
and legal sand mining, strictly
for use by young citizensin their
personal or community projects.

Mmopane/ MetsimotlhabeM P,

Ms Helen Manyeneng had asked
if the minister was aware that
natural resources, particularly
sand, were being extracted from
the Metsmotlhabe River and in
the  Mmopane/Mets motlhabe
area and if so, would the
ministry condder putting in
place clear regulations to allow
for controlled legal sand mining.
BOPA

Road project
design works in

progress -

GABORONE - The 27-kilometre
Mogoditshane-Gabane-
Mmankgodi Road project awarded
to Zutari, October last year under
the Development Manager (DM)
model, is among those permitted to
proceed, subject to negotiations on
financing and the delivery method.
Minister of Transport and
Infrastructure, Mr Noah Salakae
informed Parliament on Monday
that the project, the scope of which

entailed design, construction,
supervision, and delivery of works
remained, following Cabinet's

revocation of implementing the DM
model.

“My  ministry has dnce
established a task team to engage
with the development managers
and provide recommendations to
government on the way forward,”
said Mr Salakae.

He said the current physical or
construction progress of the project
stood at one per cent againgt the
planned four per cent, whiledetailed
desgn works were progressing
concurrently with construction, with
actual design progressat 95 per cent
against the planned 100 per cent.

Mr Salakae said the total amount
expended on the project to date was
P177, 258, 737, including VAT, and
the amount had primarily covered
road maintenance works during
the last rainy season, design works,
land expropriation, and relocation of
services.

The project anticipated to be
completed in October 2028, the
minister said was within schedule.

However, he said the payment
frequency as a result of the
constrained fiscal sStuation,
presented a dgnificant potential
risk to the project as it impacted

Salakae

the cash flow of the contractor and
subcontractors.

He said to date, road maintenance
costs paid to the contractor
amounted to P4, 318, 285 including
VAT, and that the figure comprised
P2, 310, 393 for road widening and
P2, 007, 891 for pothole repairs.

The pothole repairs were
undertaken during the early part of
2025 and completed at the end of
April 2025.

Mr Salakae said no payments
have yet been made towards
traffic management, as no mgor
construction activities had
commenced.

He said the ministry had engaged
with the contractor, having observed
the recent development of potholes
along Roads A10 and A129 of the
project since the onset of the rainy
season in October, a development
that necessitated urgent intervention
to restore and improve road
conditions for safe travel.

Mogoditshane East MPB Mr
Letlhogonolo Barongwang had
asked the minister to update the
House on the ongoing 27km
Mogoditshane-Mmankgodi  dual
carriageway with specifics to when
the project commenced and the
volume of work done against what
was planned, total amount spent
thus far and expected completion
date,

Mr Barongwang aso wanted
the minister to state if he foresaw
the project being completed on
time and on budget considering
the progress rate, how much
itemised maintenance and traffic
management costs to the existing
road had aready been paid to the
contractor and if the minister.
BOPA

Strategy focuses on irrigation systems - Dikoloti

GABORONE - Botswands
Water for Agriculture Strategy is a
cornerstone of national agricultural
transformation agenda under NDP
12, says Acting Minister of Lands
and Agriculture, Dr Edwin Dikoloti.

Responding to a parliamentary
question recently, Dr Dikoloti said
the strategy focused on efficient
irrigation  systems,  sustainable
water harvesting technologies, and
precison agriculture to optimise
resource use and maximise
productivity.

The minister told Parliament
tha the commitment reflected
government’s  determination  to
secure food sovereignty, reduce
reliance on imports, and build
climate-resilient agricultural
systems.

“In implementing the strategy,
my ministry will over the next four
years, drive a comprehensive water

development agenda to strengthen
livestock production nationwide
through the revised Livestock
Development Programme.

“This will include borehole
drilling and acquisition, equipping
and reticulation,  desalination
as wel as the rehabilitation of
boreholes, wells, and dams across
agricultural production areas” said
Dr Dikoloti.

The programme, he said, had
been budgeted for under NDP 12, to
integrate water, infrastructure and
other input subsidy components to
ensure sustainable farmer support.

Furthermore, Dr Dikoloti said the
ministry had forged multi strategic
partnerships  with international
development ingtitutions, such as
Green Climate Fund, GIZ, and the
International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD) to advance
water development as well as

the restoration and sustainable

management of Botswands
rangelands.
He indicated that these

collaborations congtituted a vital
component of broader water
development agenda, amed at
strengthening food security and

ensuring  sustainable  livestock
production  through  building
climate resilience.

“We ae expanding land

consolidation in agricultural areas
to achieve economies of scale
enabling advanced irrigation
systems and coordinated water
management,” he said.
Additionally, Dr Dikoloti said
the ministry was also promoting
subsidy  drategies  for  smart
technologies, such as sensors and
real-time monitoring systems, to
enhance precisonirrigation, reduce
water loss, and strengthen farm-

level water management.

As for funding and
implementation, he said it would
be anchored on a Public-Private
Partnership moddl, targeting high
groundwater potential areas and
consolidated land schemes.

This approach, Dr Dikoloti
explained, would ensure that
investment was mobilised
sustainably, infrastructure
modernised, and farmers
empowered to adopt innovative
practices.

Through these  deliberate

measures, he said Botswana s Water
for Agriculture Strategy would
deliver a redlient, efficient and
inclusve agricultural sector that
secured food security.

Bobirwa MP, Mr Taolo Lucas
wanted the minister to appraise
the Parliament on the Water for
Agriculture Strategy. BOPA
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Council targets illegal vendors

By Gontle Merafhe

GABORONE - Gaborone
City Council has intensfied its
crackdown on illegal operations
as city leadership reiterates
growing frustration over non-
compliance with municipal and
national laws.

The Mayor, Mr Oarabile
Motlaleng, told the full council
meeting on Monday that
illegal  trading,  unlicensed
manufacturing, and breaches
of public health and child-care
regulations were among the most
persistent challenges facing the

city.
He reported that 13 non-
citizens were charged for

violating the council’s hawking
and street-vending bye-laws,
saying these demonstrated the
municipality's firm stance on
regulating informal trade within
itsjurisdiction.

In a separate enforcement

action, seven individuals
were charged for operating
manufacturing busi nesses

without an industrial licence,
in violation of Section 6 of the
Industrial Development Act.

Food safety inspections also
revealed 19 cases involving
unhygienic  preparation and
handling of food, which he
described as a serious public
health concern.

Mr Motlaleng stressed that
traders and food handlers must
prioritise cleanliness and strict
adherence to hygiene principles,
adding that council teams
would continue to educate both
vendors and consumers on safety
standards.

He said they would continue
to sendtise the public and
build a culture of vigilance

and compliance, adding that
responsible trading protected the
community and strengthened the

—

Gaborone City Council Town Clerk, Mr Daniel Katjinotjiwa (left), mayor, Mr Oarabile Motlaleng
(centre) and deputy mayor, Ms Mankie Sekete during a full council session in Gaborone on Monday.
Mr Motlaleng said 13 non-citizens were charged for violating the council’s hawking and street-vending
bye-laws. Photo: Gaseitsiwe Moruakgomo

environment.
Child-care services were not
spared from scrutiny, as eight

day-care centres were charged
for operating contrary to Section
97 (1) of the Children's Act,
which governs registration and
conduct of child-care facilities.
The Mayor emphasised that
adherence to the Act was non-
negotiable to safeguard children’s
welfare.

Speaking broadly to the
business sector, Mr Motlaleng
urged continued legal
compliance, warning that failure
to meet regulatory obligations
compromised public well-being.

“We urge the business
community to consistently adhere
to the provisions of the law to
ensure compliance and contribute
positively to the environment in
which we operate. Upholding
these regulations not only
promotes responsible business
practices but also safeguards
the health and well-being of our
community,” he said.

The council also registered
eight cases of urinating in public,
an offence under the Sanitation
and Public Health Bye-laws.

These incidents, he noted,
pointed to declining public
hygiene discipline and the
need for renewed awareness
campaigns. BOPA

Ethiopia launches five-year strategy

ADDIS ABABA - Ethiopia
government has launched the
Digital Ethiopia 2030 Strategy,
aiming to foster theintegration of
technology across all economic
sectors and digitize the country’s

economy.
The Ethiopian Council of
Ministers, the country’s executive
body, approved the five-year
national digital transformation
strategy on Saturday to accelerate

HANGZHOU - Containersbeing loaded onto a container ship at the Meishan port area of the Ningbo-

Zhoushan Port in east China’s Zhgjiang Province on Tuesday, marking the port’s annual container
throughput exceeding 40 million TEUs for the first time. The Ningbo-Zhoushan Port isthe only onein
the world that has handled over 1 billion tonnes of cargo annually for 16 consecutive years.

Photo: Xinhua

economic growth and improve
public services, the Office of
the Ethiopian Prime Minister
announced in a statement.

The strategy aimsto bolster the
country’s technological capacity,
expand critical infrastructure,
and create new socio-economic
opportunities for citizens, mainly
for the country’s burgeoning
youth population, the statement
said.

The new initiative has been
introduced as a successor to the
initial Digital Ethiopia 2025
Strategy, which was launched
in June 2020. The Ethiopian
Ministry of Innovation and

Technology said recently that the
Digital Ethiopia 2025 Strategy
was" 100 per cent successful,” and
laid the foundation for fostering a
technology-led and knowledge-
based digital economy.

“Following the successful
completion of the Digital
Ethiopia 2025 Strategy, which
focused on  technology-led
innovation and modernisation,
we have now unveiled the Digital
Ethiopia 2030 Strategy, which
will strengthen service delivery
through greater use of machine
inputs and automation,” Ethiopia
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
said. Xinhua

Chinese shares close
higher Monday

BEIJING - Chinese stocks
closed higher on Monday,
with the benchmark Shanghai
Composite Index up 0.65 per cent
to 3,914.01 points. The Shenzhen
Component Index closed 1.25 per
cent higher at 13,146.72 points.
The combined turnover of
these two indices stood at 1.87
trillion yuan, about US$264.28
billion, up from 159 trillion
yuan on the previous trading day.

Shares related to ceramics,
tourism and non-ferrous metals
led the gains, while the furniture
production, road and bridge
operation, and printing and
packaging sectors saw notable
declines.

The ChiNext Index, trackin