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control

HOUSTON - Sixth generation rancher and manager of V8 Ranch, Mr Jim Williams, one of the world’s leading 
judges of Brahman cattle, taking President Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi (right) and First Lady Neo on a tour of the ranch’s 
stall at the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in Texas on Wednesday. President Masisi and other members of the 
Botswana delegation said the precision, orderliness and cleanliness which characterised the show, considered to be 
the world’s largest livestock showpiece and Houston’s signature event, was highly impressive. Photo: Yobe Shonga

Cattle showpiece 
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By Kehumile Moekejo

JWANENG - Jwaneng Mine, 
in partnership with De Beers 
Group and Women in Engineering 
(WomEng), kick-started the second 
phase of the Girls in Engineering 
(GirlEng) programme in an 
endeavour to encourage girls to 
venture into male-dominated 
careers.

Speaking at a workshop 
in Jwaneng on Wednesday, 
Jwaneng Mine senior manager- 
transformation, Ms Ndibo Macheke, 
said the programme resonated 
with Debswana’s Building Forever 
Strategy and provided a platform 
for girls to acquire knowledge on 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) related 
fields.

The programme intends to 
provide an opportunity for girls 
to explore future careers in STEM 
and it attracted around 200 female 
learners from junior secondary 
schools in Jwaneng, Mabutsane and 
Maokane.

Ms Macheke noted that the 
programme was intended to equip 
participants with the necessary 
knowledge and skills that would 
enable them to compete with their 
male counterparts.

“It is for this reason that the 
workshop is designed in a holistic 
way with an integrated approach 
to inspire and ignite passion for 
creating a better future through 
solving problems and challenges 
using STEM,” she said.

She noted that from the 10 000 
girls target in Botswana by 2030, 
a total of 500 girls from Jwaneng 
and its peripheries had benefitted 
since the first phase undertaken in 
September 2019.

She urged the girls to seize the 
opportunity to prepare and position 
themselves for future careers in 
STEM disciplines.

“I implore you to take today’s 
experience as a springboard 
that will launch you to excellent 

academic performance that will 
afford you the opportunity to study 
for STEM-related careers. It is our 
hope that your interaction with 
the women engineers who have 
graced this auspicious event will 
demonstrate to you that consistent 
effort, passion and resilience 
are important to the journey of 
becoming an engineer,” she noted.

For her part, WomEng 
programme coordinator, Ms 
Nomfundo Mkhonto, said as a 
mining country, it was important 
for Botswana to have platforms 
that encouraged young women 
to venture into male-dominated 
space. 

She said even though STEM 
subjects were available in the 
curriculum, there was a need to 
keep encouraging women to follow 
up and eventually be established in 
those careers.

“As we bridge this gap, we want 
girls and women to occupy spaces 
and actually be comfortable in 
those spaces because they are 
equally capable,” she said.

She said they had so far reached 
a total of 70 000 girls between 14 
and 18 years in Botswana, South 
Africa, Namibia and Canada, 
against their one million target by 
2030. 

She noted that the interaction 
with girls from various 
backgrounds was not only an eye-
opening experience but also came 
with long-lasting conversations that 
would make a much-needed impact 
across the world. A geotechnical 
engineer with Jwaneng Mine, Ms 
Queen Kebatsetse implored girls to 
be dedicated in order to persevere 
in their goals. 

She said they should be able to 
persevere despite the challenges for 
them to achieve what they wanted 
in their studies and careers. 

However, she noted that the field 
was interesting since they learnt 
about other disciplines which they 
interacted with in their line of 
work. BOPA

Senior Assistant Commissioner Committee Tlalanyane (left) receiving Child Friendly Policing Standard 
Operating Procedures guidelines package from Mr Ramakorwane (centre) and UNICEF country 
representative, Dr Joan Matji in Gaborone on Tuesday. Mr Ramakorwane said audio-visual techniques 
equipment, which was installed at some police stations, was due for completion in September this year. 
Photo: Gontle Merafhe

Women face challenges in digital 
world - WHO representative
By Manowe Motsaathebe

MATHATHANE -  Online 
gender-based violence (OGBV) is 
one of the problems women face 
in the digital space and it is deeply 
rooted in discriminatory social 
norms, gender inequality and often 
connected to offline violence.

Speaking during International 
Women’s Day (IWD)  in 
Mathathane on Wednesday, World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
representative to Botswana, Dr 
Josephine Namboze, said OGBV 
was a barrier against women and 
their freedom of speech as well 
as their involvement in the public 
agenda.

“These issues can limit and 
discourage women from advancing 
into digital sector careers and 
contribute to the persistent gender 
wage gap,” said Dr Namboze.

She said sexual exploitation 
and harassment in the workplace, 
including the digital sector, had 
negative consequences including 
physical and mental health 
problems, career interruptions, and 
lower earnings for women.

The digital world, Dr Namboze 
said, had become an integral part of 
people’s daily lives although many 
women in Botswana and the world 
in general could not use internet.

“If women are unable to access 
the internet; or are unable to 

develop the necessary digital 
skills to engage in digital spaces, 
it diminishes their opportunities 
to pursue careers in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM) related 
fields,” Dr Namboze said.

She said the resultant disparity 
continued to widen the gender gap.

Despite the challenges facing 
women in the digital spaces, Dr 
Namboze said the world was 
moving into an exciting time in 
history where technology had risen 
up to be at helm of development.

“Such an exciting time also 
expect us to be diverse, equal and 
inclusive,” she said, adding that 
bringing women into technology 
would result in more creative 
solutions.

Also, the WHO representative 
said bringing women into 
technology bore greater potential 
for innovations that would meet 
women’s needs and promote gender 
equality.  By contrast, she said, 
women’s exclusion would have 
detrimental effects on society and 
its development.

Speaking at the same event, 
Minister of Youth, Gender, Sport 
and Culture, Mr Tumiso Rakgare, 
said women and girls were not 
doing well in the digital space, 
science and technology.

He said there were less than 25 
per cent of women and girl children 

in engineering, computer science 
and physics.

The minister buttressed his 
points by quoting statistics from 
multi-topic survey which showed 
that just a per cent (1 per cent) of 
women worked in sectors such as 
mining and quarrying, electricity, 
gas and air, as well as construction.

“Se ke matlhotlha pelo e le 
ruri,” Mr Rakgare said about 
the deplorable and disheartening 
figures.

The minister said the low 
number of women in science and 
technology related fields was 
attributable to, amongst others, low 
uptake of STEM by girl child, a 
belief that STEM is for a boy child 
and abuse of girl child in subjects 
deemed boy child-related.

However, Minister Rakgare 
called for commitment towards 
availing equal opportunities for 
women and girl children to occupy 
and enjoy the digital spaces.

“We are in the fourth industrial 
revolution where the use of 
technology is eminent,” Mr 
Rakgare said and urged that no one 
be left behind.

IWD is celebrated on March 
8, but Botswana commemorated 
the day on March 1 to allow for 
participation at the United Nations 
67th Commission on Status of 
Women to be held March 6-10.
BOPA

Girls in Engineering 
programme bridges 
gender gap

Police standardise procedures for child clients
By Bonang Masolotate

GABORONE -  Botswana Police 
Service has launched child friendly 
policing Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs).

Speaking at the launch in 
Gaborone on Tuesday, acting 
Police Commissioner, Mr Phemelo 
Ramakorwane, said the SOPs 
would facilitate provision of 
quality and comprehensive services 
to children who come into contact 

with the police.
He said the standard operating 

procedures for reception, 
interviewing and referrals of 
cases would help children get 
effective referrals for medical and 
psychological support.

“The main purpose is to 
strengthen and standardise 
child-friendly and age-sensitive 
procedures for all children in 
contact with the law, whether as 
victims, witnesses or suspected 

offenders,” he said.
For instance, the e 2022 statistics 

showed that a total of 2 984 cases 
were recorded across all the child 
friendly centres, he said, adding 
that the most prevalent offence 
was defilement followed by rape 
and females were the most affected 
victims at 91 per cent of cases 
recorded.

“This is a clear indication of 
the vulnerability of the girl child, 
especially to sexual assault,” he 

stated.
Therefore, he said the Standard 

Operating Procedures reinforced 
other available protocols and 
conventions that guaranteed 
dignity, safety and access to justice 
for children.

Mr Ramakorwane further said in 
developing the standards, greater 
attention was given to linkages with 
other international instruments and 
treaties that covered spectrum of 
children’s rights.

He said the underpinning 
linkages included non-
discrimination, best interest of the 
child, the right to life and respect 
for the views of the child.

Botswana Police Service’s 
director for gender and child 
protection branch, Senior Assistant 
Commissioner Ms Goitseone 
Ngono said the police had 
integrated child friendly policing 
within its processes and was 
making strides affording children a 
conducive environment.

She said to achieve the 

Standard Operating Procedures, 
a technical team comprising 
various stakeholders embarked on 
countrywide consultations, which 
identified problems and evaluated 
effectiveness of the police practices 
and policies.

“Based on the findings from these 
consultations and reviews, we have 
made significant improvements to 
our response to child protection 
issues,” he said.

The UNICEF Country 
Representative, Dr Joan Matji 
said statistics showed that at least 
one in every three children in the 
country experienced violence, be 
it physical, sexual or emotional 
before attaining the age of 18.

She said the SOPs were a 
continuation of the national 
agenda and joint commitment 
amongst various stakeholders to 
end violence against children in 
Botswana and to help the police 
provide consistent, uniform and 
effective services to children across 
the country. BOPA
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By Lesego Mohutsiwa

HOUSTON - The Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo has 
provided the Botswana delegation 
with invaluable lessons, President 
Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi has said.

“I want every one of us who 
went to the show to reflect on 
the experiences with the view 
to improve on how we organise 
these events back home,” President 
Masisi told the delegation at the 
show in Texas, United States on 
Wednesday. 

President Masisi said he was 
impressed by the precision at which 
everything played out.

“There is so much orderliness. 

The level of branding and 
documenting is amazing, just so 
much to take back home,” he added.

The delegation was equally 
impressed by the level of 
organisation and coordination 
at the show that accommodated 
people of all ages and different 
interests.

Some took notice of the 
exhibition hall that was kept 
spotless clean.

“We are used to seeing cattle on 
display in kraals back home, but it’s 
amazing how everything is placed 
together with cleanliness being of 
the highest order,” remarked trade 
and industry permanent secretary, 
Ms Malebogo Morakaladi.

The  show enabled Botswana 
Investment and Trade Centre, 
business people and farmers to 
network.

The Brahman cattle stalls led 
by JD Hudgins and Jim Williams 
families boasted of a large number 
of visitors per day. 

The JD Hudgins, Inc. is a family 
ranch that has been in operation 
since 1908 and it provides world 
class Brahman cattle breeding and 
genetics globally.

The Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo, a multimillion cultural 
and economic impacting show, is 
considered Houston’s signature 
event with a global appeal and 
reach. BOPA

Botswana commemorates 
World Hearing Day

By Moshe Galeragwe

GABORONE - The 
entrepreneurship ministry through 
Local Enterprise Authority has been 
assigned to commercialise  rural 
development projects as well as to 
build capacity within trusts and 
communities to embrace business 
management principles.

This was disclosed by Acting 
President Slumber Tsogwane 
when addressing the 161st Rural 
Development Council (RDC)  
meeting in Gaborone yesterday.

Mr Tsogwane, who is RDC 
chairperson, explained that the 
move was prompted by challenges 
of sustainability bedevilling the 
projects due to poor governance and 
accountability.

The projects, he stated, were 
critical to livelihoods improvement 
and had great potential.

The acting president said to 
complement ministries’ efforts, 
a total of P6.3 million had been 
allocated for RDC projects in the 
coming financial year.

Mr Tsogwane said projects 
targeted for funding included 
expansion of Zutshwa salt mine, 
resuscitation of morula processing 
plant covering Kweneng District 
villages of Loologane, Boatlaname, 
Shadishadi, Sojwe, Lephepe and 
another in Tsamaya, North East 
District.

He said also earmarked for 
funding was the resource mapping 
of morula in Tswapong, North East 
District and Nata-Gweta areas.

Mr Tsogwane (right) and Assistant Minister of Local Government and Rural Development, Mr Sethabelo 
Modukanele during the Rural Development Council meeting in Gaborone yesterday. Photo: Phenyo Moalosi

“As RDC, we must remember that 
the decision to resuscitate Lobu small 
stock farm in Kgalagadi is meant to 
turn the district into Botswana small 
stock centre of excellence and hub,” 
he said.

Mr Tsogwane said government 
would continue to invest and improve 
the farm to become a centre of 
excellence.

The acting president also talked 
about other small stock hubs of Setata 
and Impala and recommended that 
RDC take them on board as they were 
an important component of rural 
development.

Equally important was the 
development of livestock farms 
allocated to some remote area 
dwellers settlements, he said adding 
that some P7 million was disbursed 
to resuscitate the projects.

  Detailing the benefits of small 
stock production, Mr Tsogwane said 
it contributed to household security, 
provided farmers with meat and milk 
as well as income.

He pointed out that small stock 
was often reared by women thereby 
leading to greater economic 
empowerment of families along 
the lines of health, education and 
nutritional status of children.

Additionally, Mr Tsogwane said 
small stock had great adaptation 
potential.  On another issue, the 
acting president announced that the 
Botswana Vulnerability Assessment 
Committee would undertake a 
drought and household food security 
assessment April 12-May 5.

The findings would be presented to 
the RDC meeting in June, he said.

The meeting heard that Botswana 
was currently implementing drought 
relief measures introduced during 
the last financial year including 
an arable agriculture insurance 
scheme, livestock feeder subsidy, 
supplementary feeding and 
provision of special food baskets for 
malnourished under fives in hot spots.

Mr Tsogwane said the relief 
measures would be coming to an end 
on June 30.

Stating that yesterday’s meeting 
was to consider an early warning 
systems report on the current drought 
and food security situation, Mr 
Tsogwane said it was crucial for 
providing insight into availability, 
quality and accessibility as well as 
vulnerabilities.

He said raising awareness among 
affected communities was key for 
risk reduction.

Turning to the role of RDC, Mr 
Tsogwane said through it government 
was implementing an element of 
social justice where people in rural 
areas were being included in the 
development agenda.He said the RDC 
process was critical to a government 
that wanted to advance inclusivity 
and reduce inequalities between the 
poor and rich.

 “The three primary goals of RDC 
policy were to reduce poverty, provide 
opportunities for employment, 
income generation and involvement 
in economic activities and to enhance 
popular participation in development 
planning and implementation 
processes as a basis for broad based, 
balanced sustainable development,” 
he said. BOPA

Justice ministry’s 2022/23 performance unimpressive
By Jeremiah Sejabosigo

LOBATSE - The Ministry of 
Justice’s 2022/23 performance in 
terms of project implementation 
is not impressive, says Minister 
Machana Shamukuni. 

Speaking during the ministry’s 
annual retreat at Manong Game 
Lodge near Lobatse on Wednesday, 
he stressed the importance of 
timely execution of projects.

Any failure to deliver projects 

on time translated into failure of 
expending services to the nation, 
stated Mr Shamukuni.

The minister challenged 
officials to redefine the ministry’s 
operational focus for the next 
two years under the Transitional 
Development Plan which he said 
called for radical change and 
transformation.

Mr Shamukuni vowed to leave no 
stone unturned towards improving 
access to justice and reducing the 

backlog of cases in the coming 
financial year. 

He said improved access to 
justice by every member of society 
was among his top priorities. 

“The second commitment is the 
review and the reform of the justice 
system. The third commitment 
is public education and outreach, 
and lastly the reduction of cases 
backlog,” he said.  

Minister Shamukuni called  for 
collaboration among the ministry’s  

GABORONE - In compliance 
with this year’s theme for World 
Hearing Day:  Ear and Hearing 
care for all, Let’s make it a reality, 
Botswana’s youth and elderly are 
provided with hearing assistive 
devices free of charge.

A Ministry of Health press 
release states that all Batswana 
below the age of 18 or above 65 
who have been determined to be 
suffering from severe ear health 
conditions should be provided 
with free hearing assistive devices.

“The ministry facilities across 
the country should stand ready 
to assist all Batswana on ear and 
hearing care conditions, for early 
diagnosis and possible prevention 
of complications,” says the release.

It calls upon all Batswana to 
take their ear health seriously and 
always seek medical attention at 
the earliest suspicion of some ear 
condition.

The release cautions Batswana 
not to expose their ears to loud 
noise for a prolonged period of 

time without any protection as 
that can put them at a high risk 
of ear damage and ultimately 
hearing loss (deafness).

WHO designated March 3 
World Hearing Day with the 
aim of raising awareness about 
deafness and the importance of 
ear care.

The 2023 theme encourages 
everyone to make a commitment 
towards ensuring that they 
promote ear and hearing care at 
all times. BOPA

accounting officers to ensure 
achievement of the objectives.

  The retreat, he said, offered 
the ministry an opportunity to 
introspect, find corrections and 
adopt new strategies aimed at 
achieving its mandate of delivering 
justice for all.

The ministry’s acting permanent 
secretary, Ms Dimpho Mogami  
concurred saying ‘this retreat 
offers us an opportunity to look 
back and reflect on how we have 
been performing in the past year, 
to make necessary interventions 
and to develop ourselves’.

 Ms Mogami said for the next 
financial year, the ministry must  
focus on the Transitional National 
Development Plan. 

 “As the justice sector it is upon 
us to ensure that we deliver on that 
plan and especially projects in that 
plan,” she said. 

Ms Mogami called on the 
ministry leadership to leverage 
technology to expedite services. 

The three-day retreat was 
attended by ministry leadership, 
directors and accounting 
officers from its organs 
such as Attorney General’s 
Chambers, Administration of 
Justice, Department of Public 
Prosecutions, Industrial Court, 
Ombudsman and Land Tribunal. 
BOPA

Commercialisation  
of rural development 
projects mooted 

Cattle showpiece wows delegation
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By Tshiamiso Mosetlha

SEROWE -  Kgosi Oral 
Mokgadi is the new chairperson 
of Serowe men sector committee.

His deputy is Mr Simon 
Baitshephi.

The duo was elected after Kgosi 
Daniel Orufheng and his deputy 
Mr Phillip Mokoto stepped down 
from their positions.

Kgosi Orufheng informed the 
commitee meeting in Serowe on 
Tuesday that they faced a myriad 
of challenges, which made it 
difficult for them to execute their 
mandate. 

Among the challenges faced, 
he said, was reluctance by  
some government departments 
to release their staff members, 
even those elected as committee 
members, to partake in men 
sector activities.

Kgosi Orufheng also cited 
poor communication between 
the committee and the mother 
body from office of the district 
commissioner, as well as shortage 
of transport and other resources 
as some of the challenges.

He further said there was 
visible friction among the 
committee members, with some 
not wanting to be advised. 

In his acceptance speech, 
Kgosi Mokgadi promised to work 
harmoniously and peacefully 
with the committee.

 He pleaded for support from 
the committee.

For her part, one of the advisors 
from Gender Affairs Department, 
Ms Abaleng Khombane said 
their intention was to visit areas 
where Gender Based Violence 
was prevalent to educate men on 
their role as family leaders.

 Ms Khombane said one of 
objectives of Men’s Sector was 
to ensure that men played a part 
in the reduction of new HIV 
infections of and other sexually 
transmitted infections.

She appealed to men to join 
Men Sector committees to 
contribute towards the reduction 
of HIV/AIDS, Gender Based 
Violence and mitigate the 
impact of social ills among the 

youth in Botswana. She also 
advocated for men’s involvement 
and mobilisation of the male 
population.

 “Membership to Men Sector 
is open to all male dominated 
organisations, their employees 
and their clients, she said.

The committee members 
drafted the 2023/24 annual plan, 
suggesting HIV/AIDS testing, 
testing at football tournaments, 
men sector wellness day, parents 
guidance workshop, dipitso tsa 
borre, visit to churches, lessons 
about teenage pregnancy and 
couple and partner testing as 
some of the activities they could 
undertake. BOPA

Inmates rehabilitation priority - Mmolawa
By Thandy Tebogo

LETLHAKANE - Prison 
officers have been encouraged 
to come up with initiatives that 
could develop the service. 

Addressing prison officers 
in Letlhakane on Tuesday, 

Botswana Prison Services Deputy 
Commissioner Dikakanyo 
Mmolawa said the main objective 

officers were doing their 
mandate professionally. 

Deputy Commissioner 
Mmolawa encouraged officers to 
work in a smart way so that they 

could assist customers. 
He also said prisons were not 

meant to work in isolation but 
were part of the government 
system.  He said the recent prison 
leadership conference noted that 
prisoners were not encouraged 
to participate in rehabilitation 

Chairperson calls for service delivery improvement 
By Thato Modiakgotla

KANYE - The Good Hope 
district leadership has been 
urged to join hands and work 
towards the achievement of 
Vision 2036 goals.

Addressing Good Hope 
full council session on 
Monday, council chairperson 
Mr Kenaleone Motsaathebe 
reminded the district leadership 
of their mandate to deliver 
service to Batswana.

“Be reminded that as leaders, 
our major role is to serve local 
people and develop our country. 

As a full district, we are now 
in a good position to successfully 

deliver President Dr Mokgweetsi 
Masisi’s Reset Agenda,” he said.

Councillor Motsaathebe said 
he was hopeful that as leaders 
they would introspect on their 
achievements and objectively 
evaluate challenges faced and 
address them as opportunities to 
improve service delivery.

 “I trust that as a team we 
will attain higher standards, 
more so that we are a complete 
establishment,” he said.

Regarding the district’s 
performance in 2022 Primary 
Schools Leaving Examinations, 
he said the average percentage 
dropped by more than 10 per 
cent. 

Mr Mmolawa has urged Letlhakane Prison to intensify food production, stating that agriculture and 
education were critical areas that they encouraged inmates to participate in. Photo: Thandy Tebogo

Mr Motsaathebe (left) and Good Hope District Council vice chairperson, Mr Ketlhogile Keipeile at a 
full council session on Monday. Mr Motsaathebe urged the district leadership to join hands towards 
achievement of Vision 2036 goals. Photo: Thato Modiakgotla

Mokgadi new 
Serowe men sector  
chairperson

“The average percentage had 
been between 65 and 69 per 
cent during the past years until 
2021,” he said.

Councillor Motsaathebe 
however said in an effort to 
address the challenge, there was 
a plan to support schools that 
performed badly in order for 
them to come up with strategies 
to improve performance.

He further highlighted that 
the district had an increased 
number of child neglect and 
abuse cases, which ranged from 
defilement of minors, rape and 
child abandonment.

The council chairperson 
pointed out that the council had 
therefore through Community 

Development and Social 
Services Committee sensitised 
the community in kgotla 
meetings about the issues.

“This was achieved with the 
support of the community and 
key stakeholders as the old 
adage goes, ‘it takes a village to 
raise a child,” he said.

 Meanwhile, Councillor 
Motsaathebe highlighted that 
fields, boreholes, integrated 
farms and kraals were being 
registered by veterinary 
services for animals eligible 
for the lucrative EU market and 
urged farmers to liaise with 
the relevant authorities for the 
registration process.

He explained that live cattle 

export from farms and beef 
export from licensed abattoirs 
was still ongoing until December 
31, noting that the district had so 
far exported 2 300 animals.

“All farmers are eligible to 
export their animals and those 
interested can liaise with the 
Department of Veterinary for 
permit issuance and export 
compliance,” he said. 

The Good Hope district 
council chairperson said 
projects implemented through 
the Development Maintenance 
Fund covered five villages, 
where road edge repairs were 
done and delivered within 
budget, time and specification. 
BOPA

programmes. 
He said Letlhakane Prisons had 

78 recordings and that 25 engaged 
in educational programmes. 

Literacy, he said, was high in 
the institution, an indication that 
prisoners were encouraged to 
learn. 

He added that education and 
agriculture were critical areas 
that they encouraged their 
customers to take part in.

He commended Letlhakane 
Prison for being innovate 
although small with not many 
rehabilitation programmes.

He also said the Letlhakane 
Prison reintegration committee 
was the best in the country 
and urged officers to visit the 
committee and learn from them.

Deputy Commissioner 
Mmolawa said in the 2023/24 
financial year every station 
would be given a target to achieve 
with regard to rehabilitation. 

He also urged prison officers 
to intensify training on food 
production so that they could 
feed from their produce, adding 
that they were mandated to feed  
prisoners vegetables. 

He urged prisoners to accept 
their situation and to seek 
counselling. BOPA
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Seatbelts Are  For  Everyone
BUCKLE UP!

Farmers appeal for 
government intervention 
By Kedirebofe Pelontle

BEETSHA - Acting North 
West District Agricultural 
Coordinator Dr Ramosamo 
Rancheke has appealed to farmers 
in the Okavango to familiarise 
themselves with control measures 
mainly dipping to deal with 
the current state of Bont tick 
infestation in the area.

Dr Rancheke told BOPA in an 
interview that farmers should 
take lead in managing the tick 
incursion by buying dips and 
administering them as required.

“Bont tick or be mobile tick as 
locals call it is easy to manage 
through dipping of cattle either by 
water-based dipping or oil-based 
dipping which remains effective 
for two weeks and four weeks 
respectively. Farmers should not 
panic and they should also avoid 
relocating cattle affected by the 
tick,” he said.

Dr Rancheke advised farmers 
in his area of jurisdiction to learn 
from those in other areas such 
as the Central District saying 
from way back such farmers have 
adopted control measures on how 
to manage it.

He said the Bont tick was first 
identified in the eastern side of 
the Okavango in around 2015 and 
was usually common during the 
rainy season.

On how the office was 
assisting farmers to remedy 
the infestation, he said, to the 
veterinary department was 
currently on the ground in the 
Beetsha extension area and other 
affected areas educating farmers 
by demonstrating how to manage 
the tick.

“The department has acquired 
about P100 000 worth of dipping 
sprays to demonstrate to farmers 

how to spray their cattle,” he said.
He said it was important for 

farmers to differentiate between 
Bont tick and dermatophilosis or 
Senkobo in the vernacular. 

He said Senkobo was a 
secondary infection due a 
bacteria and often caused more 
damage to the skin of an animal 
through wounds.

He said in most cases, as 
farmers delayed to control the 
tick, they ended up losing their 
animals to Senkobo due to the 
risks of infections.

For Senkobo, he said the 
veterinary department treated the 
affected cattle three times with 
the prescribed medication for the 
animals to recover.

Dr Rancheke said an estimation 
of 13 farmers in the Beetsha 
extension area had been affected 
by Senkobo while about 491 
cattle had died in the same area 
from 2022 to 2023.

Dr Rancheke said 87 farmers 
in the Gumare/Tubu/Nokaneng 
area had been affected while 23 
cattle and 45 goats have died in 
the same area from 2022 to 2023.

He said the other area affected 
in the North West district was 
Shorobe. Dr Rancheke said in 
2022 about 4 759 cattle were 
dipped for Bont tick at the 
Beetsha extension of which 1 815 
were treated for Senkobo.

In the Gumare/Tubu area, 1 
724 were dipped for Bont tick last 
year of which 199 were treated 
for Senkobo. He said 2 800 cattle 
were dipped for Bont Tick in the 
Beetsha extension this year of 
which 2 476 cattle were treated 
for Senkobo.

However, farmers in Beetsha 
appealed to government to 
employ a robust approach in the 
fight against Bont tick.

Farmers said they had been 
struggling with tick infestation 
since around 2015 when the first 
cases were identified at Jongwe 
cattle post near Beetsha.

“Before 2015 we have never 
heard of the tick in our area, 
we have heard about it on the 
Western side of the Okavango 
such as Gumare,” said Kgosi 
Bonang Karondu of Beetsha.

Kgosi Karondu said even 
though cattle were dipped for 
ticks it did not help much as the 
ticks appeared to exist in the 
vegetation.

He said their wish was for 
government to treat the Be-
mobile tick as an outbreak.

“During the Tsetse Fly 
outbreak, government engaged 
even the use of aircrafts to spray 
the wilderness to eliminate the 
fly, the same method should be 
employed against the tick,” he 
said.

A farmer in Beetsha Mr 
Keboetswe Rebatang also 
chairperson of the recently 
formed Gweetsha farmers 
association in Beetsha said 
farmers in the Beetsha extension 
had lost a lot of cattle due to the 
disease.

Mr Rebatang said even though 
the veterinary department helped 
with spraying and treatment of 
Senkobo, it was not enough.

He suggested that the 
government adopted the Tsetse 
Fly method to eliminate the Bont 
tick.

Another Beetsha farmer Mr 
Itanga Itanga said his cattle were 
attacked by the Bont tick since 
2016 and had since lost about 98 
cattle with only 25 remaining 
despite following instructions to 
curb the disease as recommended. 
BOPA

Farmers 
role key  
in  disease 
control
By Esther Mmolai

QUQAO - Lack of knowledge 
on how to apply dips has been 
identified as one of the factors 
exacerbating livestock diseases. 

Speaking at the launch of a 
strategy to educate farmers and 
demonstrate how to dip and 
control ticks that cause senkobo 
disease, in Ngamiland, the 
assistant minister of Agriculture, 
Mr Molebatsi Molebatsi said 
senkobo disease had caused 
damage to the economy of the 
district as many farmers had 
lost many animals, hence the 
strategy. 

He said tick borne disease 
continued to ravage some areas 
in the district resulting in some 
farmers losing their livestock. 

He  urged them to play an 
active role in fighting livestock 
disease outbreaks in their region.

Mr Molebatsi, who was 
engaging with farmers at Quqao 
crush, which falls under Shorobe 
extension area, said government 
could not curb the outbreaks 
without the farmers’ input. 

He said the strategy was meant 
to upscale farmers’ knowledge 
so that they could take the lead 
in the fight.

Acknowledging that livestock 
contributed significantly to 
the livelihoods of the majority 
of the rural populace, he said 
government was committed to 
supporting farmers to overcome 
the problem.

“I plead with you to help 
the government to combat the 
problem before the situation 
turns worse,” he added.

Mr Molebatsi noted that the 
situation in Quqao extension 
area, was doing better than some 
areas in the Okavango district.

He said the best defence 
against tick borne diseases, was 
to control vectors by dipping 
using various methods. 

The assistant minister said 
the government had seen it fit 
to come up with a strategy to 
educate farmers and demonstrate 
on dipping because it was 

regarded as the most effective 
method for preventing tick borne 
diseases and associated losses.

“Education on animal health 
issues is one of our flagship 
programmes because we believe 
that it is important for the farmers 
to be knowledgeable so that they 
can do the right thing to control 
livestock disease,” he added. 

Mr Molebatsi said they would 
like to see farmers taking the 
lead and starting their own 
dipping exercise and vaccinating 
livestock from time to time to 
prevent tick borne diseases.

Farmers were urged to take 
the demonstrations seriously 
and also start stocking vaccines 
to guard against tick-borne 
diseases. 

They were also advised to 
take farming as a business and 
use part of the profits to secure 
vaccines for their herd.

Principal veterinary officer, 
Dr Thito Seomile noted that tick 
borne disease was under control 
in Shorobe extension area that 
covers Quqao area as they acted 
swiftly to assist farmers to 
contain it before it could spread.

Farmers, he noted, also 
adhered to advice from 
veterinary officers, adding that 
since the outbreak last November 
to date, farmers had lost 1 200 
cattle, 500 goats and 50 horses to 
tick-borne disease.

Meanwhile, Dr Bruce Mafonko 
from Veterinary Services said 
they had formed four teams to do 
demonstrations in four crushes, 
adding that the treatment usually 
took nine days. 

He urged farmers to exercise 
patience and work closely with 
veterinary teams.

Farmers appreciated 
government assistance, saying 
they lacked resources to control 
disease outbreaks  One of the 
farmers, Mr Olerato Letsatsi 
said tick borne disease had 
impoverished them with some 
farmers left empty handed 
especially those in small stock 
production. BOPA

Mr Molebatsi at Quqao crush, which falls under Shorobe extension area. Farmers were encouraged to 
join forces with government to fight livestock disease outbreaks. Photo: Esther Mmolai

C A L L   3 6 5  3 5 9 2
fo r  a d ve r t i s e m e n t s



Friday  March 3, 2023  No. 035  Page  7 DailyNews

By Kedirebofe Pelontle

GUMARE - Efforts to improve 
academic results by Make a 
Change, an organisation formed 
by Gumare youth in 2021, have not 
gone unnoticed.

This became evident on 
Wednesday during a stakeholder 
meeting and an award ceremony 

for best schools in Ngami where 
speakers took turns to speak 
positively about the good work of 
the organisation.

Guest speaker, Professor 
Nkobi Pansiri of the University 
of Botswana, said a research he 
carried out in Ngami constituency 
in 2016 identified cultural 
differences and prejudices as issues 

Stakeholders appreciate Make a Change

By Thuso Kgakatsi

KANYE -  Female learners at 
Chichi Junior Secondary School 
have been implored to focus on 
their studies.

They were advised to derive life 
lessons from a Japanese Ikigai 
concept which means the value or 
worth of life.

Miss Botswana 2021/22, 
Palesa Molefe said this during 
a motivational event that was 
organised by the school’s guidance 
and counselling office recently.

 “Your Ikigai is your life purpose 
or your bliss, it is what brings joy 
and inspires you to get out of bed 
everyday,” she said.

Molefe implored the girls to 
know what pleased them and how 
they could use that to serve the 
world, adding that by so doing 
they would be able to define their 
personal meaning of life.

“You should use what you are 
good at to find your purpose in 
life and develop the conviction to 
do something in life as this will 
persuade you to study,” she said.

She advised them not to clutter 
their minds with a lot of things 
as such would confuse them and 
make it difficult for them to find 
purpose.

While sharing her experience in 
pageantry, Molefe made reference 
to Miss World 2021 where she 
made it to Top 40 by winning 
head-to-head fast track challenge, 
also placed Top 27 at the talent 
competition and Top 32 at the 
sports competition

She noted that having met a 
lot of different characters in the 
field made her to develop a spirit 
of adaptation as a young black 
woman. “You need to always 
remember your beauty, power, 
strength, and make sure you take 
that space,” she said.

She urged them never to 
doubt their worth and always be 
conscious that they were different 
and unique. “Above all you should 
never give up in what you want 
to achieve, always try, fail, accept 
failure and try again till you 
succeed,” she said.

The school head, Mr Gaonyadiwe 
Nyere said girls contributed 
significantly to the academic 
performance of the school.

“Girls in our school are leading 
in terms of academic performance, 
we have improved from 21 per 
cent to 33 per cent in the 2022 JCE 
results and our target this year is 35 
per cent pass, but even so we are 
optimistic that we shall achieve 52 
percent pass rate,” he said.

He, however, implored them 
to run with the message from the 
former beauty queen to transform 
their lives for a better future.

“As a girl child you need to 
be exemplary in good etiquette 
and manners so that you can be 

Molefe implores 
girls to focus

empowered to be independent, 
especially in this challenging 
times, ” he added. BOPA

that required to be eliminated to 
realise transformation in education.

He said the constituency 
had challenges of high number 
of school drop outs and poor 
academic results in primary, junior 
and senior secondary levels.

“For example, out of 4 697 
children who withdrew from 
primary schools in 2004, 17 per 
cent were recorded in Ngamiland. 
Of the 4 163 drop outs in secondary 
schools in 2005, 12.1 per cent of 
them were recorded in Ngami 
south,” said Prof. Pansiri.

He said the trend of poor 
performance in the area had not 
changed from the time the research 
was conducted.

He said PSLE and JCE results 
of 2022 showed that 95.5 per 
cent of learners fell in the CDE 

attainment in PSLE and 96.8 per 
cent of learners fell in the CDEUX 
bracket in JCE. Prof. Pansiri said 
although officials cited reasons 
as truancy, pregnancy, illness and 
school fees as reasons for early 
school withdrawals, some findings 
from the research were corporal 
punishment, abuse by teachers, 
bullying by fellow learners, 
school language mismatch, poor 
school climate at hostels and 
distance between some schools 
and villages of learners. He said it 
was important for parents to have 
a voice and be listened to because 
effective dialogue was the way 
forward.

Nominated councillor, Ms 
Keokeditswe Rangosa, thanked 
Make a Change for its initiative.

Make a Change vice chairperson, 

Mr Bathusi Maipelo, said the 
organiaation was formed in 2021 
as a response to improve the 
poor academic results initially in 
Gumare, but was later extended to 
the rest of the constituency.

Mr Maipelo said the organisation 
promoted dialogue among 
stakeholders in the education 
sector for better results and came 
up with awards for best performing 
schools to motivate schools and 
learners. Gumare Primary school 
was awarded a trophy courtesy 
of Ngami MP, Mr Caterpillar 
Hikuama as the number one 
performer in primary schools in 
the constituency with pass rate of 
81.5 per cent while Okavango JSS 
was awarded a trophy for beating 
schools with performance rate of 
26.7 per cent. BOPA
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Mr Tsogwane stressed the importance of adequately financing the 
Ministry for State President to continue promoting good governance 
through effective leadership and coordination of government 
policies and programmes.

By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE - It is important 
to adequately finance the 
Ministry for State President 
to continue promoting good 
governance through effective 
leadership and coordination 
of government policies and 
programmes.

Acting President, Mr Slumber 
Tsogwane, also Member of 
Parliament for Boteti West, 
said the such would result in 
sustainable development and 
improved quality of life.

He highlighted such as he 
supported the ministry’s budget 
estimates for the 2023/2024 
financial year presented by 
Minister Kabo Morwaeng 
recently.

In support of the proposed 
estimates, Mr Tsogwane said 
the ministry’s inclusion of 
the National Transformation 
Strategy (NTS) under its wing 
was a commendable move 
because, though still in its 
infancy, the strategy played a 
key role in aiding government’s 
efforts to diversify and transform 
the country’s economy in order 
to achieve high prosperity.

He also acknowledged the 
ministry’s efforts to develop the 
contract management framework 
and business excellence model.

The frameworks, he said, 
would enhance project 
management capacity across 
government.

“It is pleasing that the contract 
management framework was 
outsourced to the Attorney 
General’s Chambers for 
facilitation on account of their 
in-house expertise, hence the 
expectations are for it to be water 
tight and guard against allocation 
of projects to incompetent 
companies,” Mr Tsogwane said.

He highlighted the need 
to differentiate between the 
Ministry for State President and 
Office of the President, arguing 
that the two had dissimilar 
mandates.

Responding to the legislators’ 
comments, Minister Morwaeng 
reaffirmed government’s 
commitment to root out 
corruption. He said corruption, 
if left unchecked, could destroy 
the country’s economy, therefore 
urged Batswana to be part of 
the fight against corruption in 
order to eliminate the scourge 
that was increasingly becoming 
institutionalised in both public 
and private sectors and hindered 
economic transformation.

‘Adequate funds for 
ministry important’

On concerns raised by some 
MPs, among them inaccessibility 
of Parliament proceedings on 
Btv, Mr Morwaeng told them that 
proceedings were always aired 
on Btv2, which was a public 
information channel that aired  
information and educational and 
government programmes such 
as Ntlo Ya Dikgosi proceedings, 
kgotla meetings and others.

The channel, he said, was 
available on the set-top box on 
channel number three, adding the 
gadgets were available at various 
distributors and at a once-off 
affordable price with no monthly 
subscriptions.

The minister further indicated 
that it was not surprising for 
President Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi 
to headline news on state media.

“The President as the head 

of state is tirelessly working 
to improve the livelihoods of 
Batswana and committed to 
lead the country in various 
developmental strides, hence the 
extent of his media coverage,” he 
said.

Mr Morwaeng further 
dismissed claims that the 
Directorate on Corruption and 
Economic Crime (DCEC) was 
under executive claws.

“The DCEC independently 
executes its duties delicately 
without any intimidation or 
restriction from the Office of the 
President,” he said.

Meanwhile, Parliament 
approved the ministry’s requested 
funds of over P2.3 billion and 
over P1 billion as the recurrent 
and development budgets  
respectively. BOPA

GABORONE - Government’s 
initiative to restrict imports of 
horticulture products could shape 
the trade laws going forward, 
Assistant Minister of Trade and 
Industry, Ms Beauty Manake has 
said.

Answering a question in 
Parliament on Wednesday, 
Ms Manake explained that 
restrictions on imports of 
horticulture products that 
government implemented from 
January 1 last year were an 
effort to encourage uptake on the 
supply as well as consumption 
of locally produced horticultural 
produce.

“It is to the best of interest of 
the country for supermarkets 
operating in Botswana to support 
locally produced products as this 
would assist to reduce the import 
bill. 

Support of locally produced 
products would eventually lead to 
increased productivity, improved 
quality standards, reduced 
unemployment and improved 
food security,” she said.

Again, she indicated that most 
of the farm produce currently 
found in local supermarkets were 
products from Botswana and 
the initiative was meant to assist 
visibility and shelf space for local 
products. 

“Depending on how this 
initiative is impactful it will shape 
government trade laws going 
forward to continue encouraging 

consumption of locally produced 
products,” she added.

Other efforts, she said, included 
the PushaBW initiative, which 
has resulted in local products 
being listed in retail stores.

Ms Manake said the 
Competition Act of 2018 did 
not pronounce it illegal for big 
supermarkets to sell products 
such as menoto.

However, she noted that a 
takeaway or fresh produce/
butchery which were reserved 
businesses for citizens or 
companies wholly owned by 
citizens may be operated within 
a supermarket and allow sale of 
such.

Member of Parliament for 
Gaborone North, Mr Mpho 
Balopi had asked the minister 
to state policies or laws in place 
to protect local small, medium 
and micro enterprises, which 
had potential to unlock jobs for 
Batswana.

Mr Balopi had also wanted to 
know if existing competition laws 
did not outlaw big supermarkets 
from competing unfairly with 
small businesses by selling 
products that should be left for 
small ones.

He further asked the minister 
if she was aware that some 
supermarkets did not buy or stock 
adequate local farm produce and 
if government would consider 
making laws that would promote 
uptake of such. BOPA

Restrictions to 
shape trade laws

Ms Manake explained that restrictions on importation of 
horticultural products that government imposed since January 1 
last year could shape the trade laws going forward.
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GABORONE - Development 
of informal sector model bye 
laws is ongoing and will be 
sent to the Attorney General’s 
Chambers for legislative drafting 
in the 2023/2024 financial year.

Assistant Minister of 
Local Government and Rural 
Development, Mr Sethabelo 
Modukanele revealed this 
when he was responding to a 
parliamentarian question on 
Wednesday and said it was 
anticipated that the instrument 
would be completed in the same 
financial year.

Mr Modukanele said in 2019, 
upon realising the challenges 
faced by members of the public 
when trying to set up temporary 
kitchen businesses, councils were 
advised to adopt the Francistown 
City Council (FCC) temporary 
structures guidelines.

He added that the main 
challenge was that some councils 
did not have the requisite 
statutory instruments, and 
therefore the guidelines were 
suggested to such councils in 
order to open up and allow small 
enterprises to operate while 
observing good public health 
practices and maintaining safety 
and order.

“The instrument circulated 
was not Bye Laws, but guidelines 
and councils were informed that 
they were at liberty to vary them 
to suit their circumstances,” he 
explained.

Furthermore, he said the 
Savingram did not constitute 
an instruction, but suggested 
a solution meant to facilitate 
operation of the informal sector.

He acknowledged that the 
ministry had initially intended to 
develop national guidelines, but 
upon further reflection, it was 
decided that the scope should 
change to encompass other 
informal sector trading activities.

“Eventually a decision was 
taken given the importance of the 

Mr Modukanele said in 2019, upon realising the challenges faced by members of the public when trying 
to set up temporary kitchen businesses, councils were advised to adopt the Francistown City Council 
temporary structures guidelines.

GABORONE - Any employer 
paying below the minimum wage 
for any sector as prescribed by 
the law is liable to penalties as 
prescribed by Section 151 of the 
Employment Act. Minister of 
Labour and Home Affairs, Ms 
Annah Mokgethi said this when 
responding to a parliamentary 
question on Wednesday.

“Employers remain at liberty 
to realise the value that their 
employees bring to the business 
and reward them accordingly,” 
Minister Mokgethi said.

She indicated that the Minimum 
Wages Advisory Board, 
comprising representatives of 

government, business workers 
and independent society 
members, convened as directed 
by the minister to consider 
adjustment of minimum wage 
rates in terms of Section 132 of 
the Employment Act.

She said the board met in 
2021 on February 22, October 
7 and November 3, where 
recommendations were made for 
adjustment of minimum wages 
by 8.4 per cent across the board 
for all sectors for the 2021/2022 
financial year, in order to cushion 
employees against inflation for 
industries, which were covered 
by minimum wage regulations.

“Before making 
recommendations, the Ministry 
of Finance facilitates the board 
by presenting a detailed paper 
on Botswana’s Micro Economic 
Outlook. 

The paper also assists the board 
to reflect on issues pertaining to 
the level of wages and employer’s 
ability to pay, amongst other 
things,” she explained.

She added that the board 
made recommendations after 
considering economic factors, 
the cost of living, social security 
benefits and other relevant 
matters.

Ms Mokgethi, however, noted 

that the ministry was reviewing 
labour laws to accommodate 
decent work, which would 
allow the commissioner to be 
empowered to set industrial 
sector councils, which would 
grant for bargaining per sector.

Francistown West legislator, 
Mr Ignatius Moswaane, had asked 
the minister what government 
had done to prove that private 
sector salaries were considered 
annually when government 
made salary adjustments of its 
employees. Mr Moswaane also 
wanted to know when the last 
increment was and why private 
sector salaries were low. BOPA

GABORONE  - The Ministry 
of Environment and Tourism 
will resuscitate and facilitate the
Makgadikgadi Wetlands 
Management Committee to 
commence its activities during 

the 2023/2024 financial year.
This was said by Minister 

Philda Kereng in response to 
a question in Parliament on 
Wednesday.

Ms Kereng said implementation 

of the Makgadikgadi Framework 
Management Plan (MFMP) of 
2010 was a continuous process 
through different government 
departments and stakeholders.

She said a significant part of 

Informal sector model bye laws development on

‘Employers should reward accordingly’

Ministry to resuscitate wetlands committee
the plan, which was developed 
through participatory process 
involving all stakeholders 
including the 32 villages within 
the Makgadikgadi catchment 
area, had been on identifying 
opportunities for local 
communities to utilise natural 
resources to improve their 
livelihoods.

To that effect, she said 
the ministry worked with 
communities to mobilise 
resources for projects, which 
included, developing the 
Makgadikgadi heritage trail map 
to enhance the tourism potential 
of the area as well as gazetting 
the Flamingo breeding site in the 
southern Sua Pan.

Also, she said the Gwezotshaa 
Community Trust of Gweta, 
Zoroga and Tsokatshaa was 
funded for P970 000 through the 
National Environmental Fund 
to develop its campsite on the 
boundaries of the Makgadikgadi 
Nxai Pan National Park.

Ms Kereng, however, 
acknowledged that the 
ministry’s programmes, 
especially those that involved 
congregation of people, were 
derailed by COVID-19 and 

the Makgadikgadi Wetlands 
Management Committee was 
equally affected.

As such, she told Parliament 
that the ministry would, during 
the Transitional National 
Development Plan, review the 
Makgadikgadi Wetlands Plan 
to align it with the Reset and 
Transformation Agenda.

“This will also enable us 
to identify opportunities for 
sustainable utilisation of the 
wetland system. 

It is our hope that the plan will 
provide strategic guidance in 
improving people’s livelihoods 
through the rich natural 
resources in the area,” she said.

Member of Parliament for 
Nata/Gweta, Mr Polson Majaga 
had asked the minister if she 
was aware of the MFMP and its 
importance to the villages around 
the Makgadikgadi as well as the 
committee that was formed on 
behalf of the 32 villages. 

He further wanted to know 
when the minister intended 
to resuscitate the committee, 
now that COVID-19 is over, 
and also progress made on the 
implementation of the plan thus 
far. BOPA

The Ministry of Environment and Tourism will resuscitate and facilitate the Makgadikgadi Wetlands 
Management Committee to commence its activities during the 2023/2024 financial year.

informal sector in the economy, 
that a comprehensive regulatory 
instrument was necessary to 
create an enabling environment 
for informal sector trade,” he 
said.

Regarding the Ghanzi District 
Council, Mr Modukanele told 
Parliament that at one point, 
they considered developing 
Food Vending Bye Laws, but the 
process was abandoned.

He nevertheless said the council 
was at final stages of customising 
the guidelines and would present 
them to house for consideration 
and approval in the next sitting 
scheduled for this month.

Member of Parliament for 
Ghanzi North, Mr John Thiite 
had asked the minister if he was 
aware of a Savingram that was 
circulated to councils instructing 
them to utilise the FCC bye laws 
pending finalisation of national 
guidelines by the ministry.

MP Thiite also asked the 
minister to state when the 
guidelines would be released as 
well as reasons causing the delay 
of their release.

Again, he wanted to know if 

the minister was aware that the 
Ghanzi District Council had 
formulated its draft bye laws and 
forwarded them to the ministry 

and the Attorney Generals 
Chambers.

The MP furthermore wanted 
to know the response given to the 

ministry on the draft bye laws 
seeking to manage and facilitate 
ease of doing business for the 
informal sector. BOPA
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By Keagetswe Motsumi

MOLEPOLOLE - Tshwaragano 
ya batsadi le barutabana ke 
konokono mo go tsosoloseng 
serodumo sa thuto ya lefatshe leno.

Se se builwe ke Mopalamente wa 
Lentsweletau/Mmopane, yo gape 
e leng mothusa tona wa thuto le 
tlhabololo dikitso, Mme Nnaniki 
Makwinja fa a ne a etetse kwa 
sekolong se se botlana sa Gakuto 
ka Laboraro.

Maikaelelo a leeto leo, ene ele go 
abelana megopolo ya go tokafatsa 
seemo sa thuto mo sekoleng seo le 
ba-na-le seabe. 

Mme Makwinja o ne a akgolela  
barutabana ba sekole seo tiro e ntle 
e ba e dirang ka maduo a sone a 
tokafala. 

Mothusa tona a re mo nakong 
eno, sekole se okeditse maduo a 
sone a lekwalo lwa bosupa ka 6 per 
cent, ka thotloetso e ba e neelang 
baithuti. 

A re seo ke sekao sa gore peo e 
barutabana ba e jwadileng ga e a 

wela mo mmung o o lekgarapa.
Mme Makwinja a re lentswa seru 

sa COVID-19 se ne sa ama maduo 
le maitsholo a bana mo dikolong, go 
a itumedisa gore sekolo sa Gakuto 
sone se ne sa gatela pele. 

O ne gape a akgolela barutabana 
ba sekole seo boineelo le 
bopelotelele jo ba bo supileng mo 
tirong, mme a ba kopa go tswelela 
ka go rotloetsa bana go tsaa thuto 
ya bone ka thwaafalo.

O tlhalositse fa thuto e lengwe 
ya matshego a a ka dirisiwang go 
itlhotlhora lehuma le go tlhabolola 
matshelo a batho

Mme Makwinja o ne gape a re mo 
maitekong a go tsosolosa seemo, 
puso e abela baithuti le barutabana 
didirisiwa tsa maranyane, seo ele 
nngwe tsela ya go isa thuto kwa 
pele ga dilo tsotlhe mo lefatsheng 
leno. 

O ne a tlhalosa fa maranyane 
a le botlhokwa ka mo malatsing 
ano, motho a kgona go dira dithuto 
dingwe le dingwe mo maranyaneng 
a le mo lwapeng, go na le go ya 

sekoleng.
Mogokgo wa sekole seo, Mme 

Elizabeth Letsholo a re le ntswa se 
dirile botoka, go na le dikgwetlho di 
akaretsa tlhaelo ya matlo a borutelo, 
matlo a borobalo a barutabana le 
lefifi le le apereng sekole mo go 
felelang go baa matshelo a bone mo 
diphatseng. 

Mme Letsholo o ne a kopa tona 
go ba kopela dipone tsa marang 
a letsatsi mo go ba ba maleba, go 
thusa go lwantsha seemo seo.

Fa a tswa la gagwe, Mothusa 
mokwaledi wa khansele 
ya Kweneng, Rre Douglas 
Sesimanyana o ne a bolela fa 
khansele e ntshitse madi go aga 
matlo a borutelo a le mane. 

O boletse fa tiro e sa le e 
simolotswe ka Ngwanatsele ngwaga 
o fetileng, mme e solofetswe go 
wela ka Phatwe monongwaga.

O tsweletse gape a re 
go  dumalanwe gore madi a 
ditlhabololo a ngwaga o o latelang 
a dirisiwe go shafatsa matlo a 
borutelo mo dikoleng. BOPA

Ka Kedirebofe Pelontle

ETSHA 6 - Banni ba Etsha 6 
ba ntshitse mogopolo wa go re 
sekano sa khansele ya bone ya 
Okavango se nne le dilo jaaka 
tlou go supa bojanala, tlatlana 
go supa bodiragatsi, mokoro go 
supa noka ya Okakango, diako 
tsa mabele go supa temo le tse 
dingwe.

Banni ba ne ba ntsha megopolo 
mo phuthegong e e neng e 
rulagantswe ke ba ofisi ya 
kanamiso mafoko ya Khansele ya 
Okavango ka Mosupologo.

Moanamisa mafoko wa 
khansele eo, Rre Ofentse 
Gaogakwe one a tlhalosa fa se se 
tla morago ga gore khansele eo e 
godisiwe go nna e e ikemetseng.

Rre Gaogakwe one a re ba 
phutha megopolo ka sekano sa 
khansele ya Okavango gore e 
tswe mo sekanong sa pele sa 
khansele ya Bokone Bophirima 

ka dikhansele tseo tsotlhe di 
ikemetse.

O ne a re ba ofisi ya kanamiso 
mafoko ya khansele ya Okavango 
ba mo letsholong la go tsaya 
megopolo mme ba simolotse kwa 
Gudigwa, a tlatsa ka gore ba ya 
go tsamaya le metse yotlhe go 
fitlha kwa Xaixai.

Rre Gaogakwe o tlhalositse 
fa e tla a re ba sena go wetsa 
diphuthego ba tlhophe dikano di 
le tlhano tse di tlhophilweng ke 
batho ka dipalo tse dintsi go ka 
dira sekano sa khansele eo.

A re ba bone go le botlhokwa 
gore banni ba kgaolo eo ba nne 
le seabe mo go dirweng ga 
sekano sa khansele ya bone ka se 
tshwanetse go supa matshelo le 
dingwao tsa bone.

A tlatsa ka gore morago ga go 
tlhopha dikano tse di ka dirang 
sekano seo go tla a lalediwa 
banni gore ba dire ditshwantsho 
tsa sekano mme yo o tla a tswang 

Tshwaragano konokono 
mo go tsosoloseng thuto

Rre Gaogakwe a buisa banni ba Etsha 6 ka sekano sa khansele ya 
Okavango bosheng. O ne a supa fa ba phutha megopolo ka sekano sa 
khansele ya Okavango gore e tswe mo sekanong sa pele sa khansele ya 
Bokone Bophirima. Senepe: Kedirebofe Pelontle

Khansele e tsaya 
megopolo ka sekano

mofenyi o tlaa atswiwa, a re 
ditshwantsho tseo go amogelwa 
tse di direlweng ka diatla kgotsa 
maranyane.

Kgosi Boitshepo Forosi wa 
Etsha 6 ene ya re go le pele a 
kopa banni ba motse wa gagwe 
go tswa ka megopolo. 

O ne a re ene o eletsa sekano 
seo se ka nna le dinaka tsa ditlou 
go supa bojanala, lentswe la 
Tsodilo, diako tsa lebelebele, 
tlatlana le noka ya Okavango. 
BOPA

Loose Inserts Back by popular demand.

INSERTS (loose)                        
P635.00
P665.00
P730.00
P800.00

3653592, 3653620, 3653591, 
3653587, 3653593, 3653599

Reka Kutlwano ka tlhwatlhwa ee kwa tlase go e rekisa.

Go itse go feta fa, leletsa megala ee latelang:

Gaborone: 3653592/3653591/3653587

Francistown: 2413403

A O BATLA GO DIRA MADI?

Reka Kutlwano ka tlhwatlhwa ee kwa tlase go e rekisa.

Go itse go feta fa, leletsa megala ee latelang:

Gaborone: 3653592/3653591/3653587

Francistown: 2413403
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ClassifiedAds

Contact 3653500 | 3653587 | 3653620/3653591  
3653593 |  3653599 | 3653555 

MISSED ANY OF THESE COPIES?

No need to worry! 

JUDICIAL MANAGER’S NOTICE
NOTICE OF THE FIRST MEETING OF CREDITORS OF

CLEANICO (PTY) LTD – UNDER JUDICIAL MANAGEMENT
Master’s Reference – JMHGB – 000003/22

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the direction of the Master of the High Court in terms of the Winding-Up 

Rules of the Companies Act, Chapter 42:01, the First Meeting of Creditors of the above-named company will 

be convened physically before the Master of the High Court at 09:00 hours on the 30th of March 2023 for the 

following purposes:

meeting.
By the Judicial Manager,

Jethro Kamutsi
Prestige Business Consultants, 

Setlhoa Office Park, Unit 6,      PO Box 602430    Gaborone

Capital Continuation Classes (Triple C”)
2023 SCHOOL ADMISSIONS.

DAY SCHOOL – Forms 3 (JCE) and 4 - 5 (BGCSE). 

EVENING SCHOOL – Forms 4 & 5.

Repeater classes available.

With our low tuition fees, you can’t afford to miss out!

For enquiries call: 395 2114 (office) or 72 690 015 (mobile)

Email: capitalcont@outlook.com

TRIPLE “C” SCHOOL

We are looking for a management couple to run our Trophy and Raw 

preparation business.

Applicants should hold:

A Certificate of Senior Secondary Education (Gr12).

A Certificate in Bookkeeping or proven minimum 10 years bookkeeping 

and administration experience.

A Valid Driver’s license

Experience:

10 years’ experience in a management position

2 Years’ experience in Trophy and Raw Preparation

2 Years’ experience in Wildlife Conservation

2 Years’ experience in the Hunting industry

2 Years’ experience in Exporting and Importing of goods and all relevant 

regulations.

10 Years financial and bookkeeping experience

5 Years Human Resource experience

VACANCIES

FARM WORKERS

NEIGHBOUR CONSULTATION

ADS 365 3592

HOUSE MAIDS

HAIR DRESSER NEEDED, plaint, 
treat & manage all kinds of hairs 
Box 594 Masunga

PROPERTIES

OWNER OF PLOT 2504, Tlokweng 
Metlhabeng would like to inform 
owners of plot 2505, 2514 and 
2515 about the construction of 
boundary wall. For objections 
contact 369500

I, JOHNSON NORRIS owner of 
tribal lot No: 2546, Mogoditshane, 
Maulane ward,would like to notify 
my neighbours of the intension to 
change my plot from residential 
to mixed use(commercial and 
industrial).Any enquiries,contact 
cell No. 76 788 069 or Mogoditshane 
Sub District Council Physical 
Planning office on No: 310 5615

WANTED : LAND SURVEYOR 
minimum 10 years experience in 
civil works. Holder of certificate/
diploma in geonatics/land 
surveying and registered with 
relevant professional institution. 
Apply to Unik Constrution 
Engineering (PTY) LTD. P Bag B026 
Gaborone. Closing date : 10 March 
2023

THE OWNER OF PLOT 722 at 
Kasane wishes to change land use 
from Residential to Commercial 
for any objection contact Physical 
Planning Kasane Office or 71606487

I, MORUTI P. DIKOKO propose 
change of land use from residential 
use to commercial use. The plot 
in question is on plot 20615 
at Mokgopeetsane ward in 
Molepolole,. For any objection 
contact Molepolole Physical 
Planning Office within 14 working 
days from this publication.

FARM WORKER REQUIRED 
at Gakgatla Farm. Duties: 
Tending to livestock, feeding, 
cleaning livestock area. Required 
experience/ qualifications: Junior 
certificate and 1 year experience 
in farm setting. Location of farm: 
Gakgatla, Kweneng. To apply, 
contact: The Manager, P O Box 
11659, Francistown. Or Mobile 
76209728.

ONE FARM WORKER WANTED
at Hutech International, 
Metsimotlhabe farm. Apply Mr 
Mosala Box 404402 Gaborone. 
closing 03-04-2023

2 FARM WORKERS WANTED
in lephephe/Zwaba. Boago 
Moditsane Box 601272 Gaborone

WANT 2 FARM WORKERS in Maun 
call 73 732 015 / 76 429 040

FARM WORKER WANTED at 
Kotolaname Apply to P O Box 25409 
Gaborone

HOUSEKEEPERS AND NANNIES
available contact 73 777 877 
/  74 559 727 HOUSEKEEPERS 
AND NANNIES available contact 
73777877 / 74 559 727

I AM LOOKING for a goat herdgirl 

in Pilikwe. Cell 71656308,76786001

FARM WORKER WANTED at 

Mahalapye. Contact Jimson 

Chengeta 74124752

URGENTLY WANTED FARM worker 

at Tonota Lands, apply to Banoti 

Mbulawa Box 1945 Francistown tel: 

71764298

TWO FARM WORKERS WANTED

at Tonota Bodiba ja ga Sedombo 

land Box 968 Tonota Motsaalore  

Duncan Motone 77 125 196

HERDBOY WANTED at Kachikau 

Shandweza cattlepost contact Mr 

Samotendere 77671752

FARM WORKER WANTED. Call 

72395615 P O BOX 10432 Lobatse

FARM WORKER WANTED in 
Mmathubudukwane. Box 139, 
Sikwane.

FARM WORKER WANTED. Apply 
to the farm manager, P O BOX 
2130 AGB Sebele Gaborone. Cell 
72550035

A FARM MANAGER NEEDED in 
Metsimotlhabe. Contact 77 400 522

WANTED: FARM WORKER at 
Malolwane. Apply: Tumediso 
Makgatlhe, Box 201053 Mochudi. 
Closing date: 16/03/2023
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NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDITORS
    Master’s Reference: ESHGB 000350/21
IN THE ESTATE of the late Leeteletse Leonard Gaosiiwe - Mangope who died at Princess Marina 
Hospital, Gaborone, Gaborone District, Botswana on the 4th day of August 2021.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Debtors and Creditors in the above Estate are hereby required to pay 
their debts and file their claims of whatever nature with the undersigned within thirty (30) days after the 
publication hereof.
DATED at GABORONE on this 14th day of FEBRUARY 2023
Executrix     Executor
Victoria Gaosiiwe-Mangope    Frederick Mabua
Plot 29, Rasesa    Plot 60410, Block 7
P. O. Box 20779    P. O. Box 46627
MOCHUDI     GABORONE

71825295/73449556    71295095/73395095

1st March 2023

VACANCY - EXTRA HEAVY DUTY DRIVER (1 POSITION) 

 
Requirements 
 
• Valid EC driving license 
• 10 years driving experience on Mercedes Trucks 
• Conversant with SADC countries especially RSA and Namibia.  
• Ready to work long hours, long routes. 

Please apply to:  
 
The HR Manager 
Trans Tsabong  
PO Box 294 
Tsabong 
 
Closing date: 18.03.2023

NOTICE OF DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 
                  Master’s Reference ESHGB 000580-22

IN THE ESTATE of the late Ntebogang Florence Bareng Searobi who died at Athlone Hospital, 

Lobatse District, Republic of Botswana on the 24th day of February 2006.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Debtors and Creditors in the above Estate are hereby required 

to pay their debts and file claims of whatever nature with the undersigned within thirty (30) 

days after the publication hereof.

DATED at ______________on this__________ day of___________ 2023

______________________

The Executrix

Amantle T. Searobi

P O BOX 53192

GABORONE

CELL: 77020374

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFIED COPY OF A LOST TITLE DEED                                                    

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the undersigned intends to apply for a certified copy of a 

lost Notarial Deed of Cession and Delegation of Lease No. FT MA 189/2020 dated the 

19th day of August 2020 made in favour of SEMINOLE INVESTMENTS (PROPRIETARY) 

LIMITED in respect of the following property: 

CERTAIN:      piece of land being Lease Area No. 49 - MP

SITUATE:      in the Bangwato Tribal Territory of Botswana 

MEASURING:   4092,7858 Ha (Four Zero Nine Two Comma Seven Eight Five Eight Hectares)

HELD UNDER:  Memorandum of Agreement of Lease No. FT TG44/2011 between the   

               Ngwato  Land Board and Poitshego Matheatau and subsequent 

        Deeds, the  last being Notarial Deed of Cession and Delegation of Lease  

        No. FT MA 189/2020 dated 19th day of August 2020  made in favour of   

               Seminole Investments (Proprietary) Limited 

All persons having objections to the issue of such copy are hereby required to lodge the 

same with the Registrar of Deeds for Botswana at Gaborone within three (3) weeks from the 

last publication of this notice.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THIS 6th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2023

BEWLAY CORPORATE LAW

Attorneys for the Applicant

Plot 3189, Sechaba Close 

Extension 12 

P O Box 2365       Gaborone 

ITEM DETAIL

Name of CBO

Location

Is the CBO legally registered? If yes, attach proof of registration

Certificate of Registratio

Is the Board membership active? If yes, attach the list of Board members and their contacts

Have you held Annual General meetings? If yes, attach the meeting report or minutes

Do you have escort guides? (if applicable to the CBO)

How many are your escort guides and are they active? (if applicable to the CBO)

Is your CBO familiar with MOMS?

Is your CBO using MOMS to monitor their genetic resources?

List genetic resources monitored by the CBO

Availability of periodic monitoring records confirmed by DWNP

How long has monitoring been done?

Proof of an active bank account (attach 3 months bank statement)

When last was the bank account audited?

Attach the results and records of audited financial statement

Is the capacity sufficient in the CBO?

Officer Contact Person (Name)

Designation

Tel

Email

Fax

CBO Contact Person (Name)

Designation

Cell 

Email 

Fax

Background

The Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) through the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) is implementing a project entitled 
‘Building Core Capacity for the implementation of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) and relevant Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) in Botswana’ commonly referred to as the CCCD project. The overall goal of the project is to strengthen national 
capacity for environmental information and knowledge for the implementation, monitoring and reporting of Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs) and relevant Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Botswana.

Description of the Project
The Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) invites community-based organizations (CBOs) that are currently using Management Oriented 
Monitoring System (MOMS) to express interest in being selected as a pilot project for the digitization of MOMS. DEA will collaborate with 
the Department of Wildlife and National Parks (DWNP) to undertake this activity. Interested CBOs should be ones that are aimed at poverty 
reduction, community-based natural resource management and/or wildlife monitoring. A single project will be selected to demonstrate the 
application of an integrated approach to implement global environmental priorities. The pilot project will focus on the digitization of MOMS 
to move from a paper-based system to an e-based system, which will ultimately be linked to the National Environmental Information System 
(NEIS). 

To assist in the identification of the pilot project, applicants are requested to extract and populate the Project Information Paper below: 

MANAGEMENT ORIENTED MONITORING SYSTEM (MOMS) PROJECT INFORMATION PAPER

Ministry of Environment and Tourism 
CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST – PILOT PROJECT FOR THE DIGITIZATION 
OF THE MANAGEMENT ORIENTED MONITORING SYSTEM (MOMS) UNDER THE 

CROSSCUTTING CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (CCCD)

1. Submission of Project Information Papers shall be done from 1st to 31st March 2023 and signed for in a registry book 

provided by the Department of Environmental Affairs during submission;

2. All submissions should be done during working hours from 0800hrs to 1600hrs from Monday to Friday. The closing 

time for submissions will be 10am on Friday, 31 March 2023. PROJECT INFORMATION PAPERS BROUGHT 

AFTER THIS TIME SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED; 

3. Applicants should be an existing CBO that has been collecting data through MOMS for at least three (3) years.

4. Applicants should submit two (2) typed Project Information Papers either via email to ddea@gov.bw or to any of the 

DEA offices stated below:

Gaborone

Private Bag 0068, Gaborone

Tel: 3902050 

Francistown

Private Bag F020, Francistown

Tel: 2417363

Ghanzi

Private Bag 24, Ghanzi

Tel: 6596101

Serowe

Private Bag 0028, Serowe

Tel: 4630174/76

Kasane

Private Bag 24, Kasane

Tel: 6252247

Selibe Phikwe

Private Bag 10, Selibe Phikwe

Tel: 2659995

Tsabong

Private Bag 007, Tsabong

Tel: 6540142

Maun

P. O. Box 35, Maun

Tel: 6801237

5. Project Information Papers submitted by fax or delivered to other addresses will be rejected; 

6. For general enquiries or clarification regarding any part of the Expression of Interest (EOI), kindly contact M. 

Keatlholetswe (DEA) at 3902050 or K. Phologo (DWNP) at 3971405.

WANTED FOOTBALL PLAYERS,
Donga Initiates Francistown Pty Ltd 
Box 301367 Francistown 74 336 192 
Elijah Bush Stimela 

FEIHONG INVESTMENTS PTY Ltd id 
looking for hydraulic Rotary Drilling 
Rig Operator with intermediate skill 
level in rotary drilling rig operator 
and 5 years experience. Operation 
permit of Engineering machinery 
of construction industry will be an 
added advantage. Closing date 30 
March 2023. Apply to P O Box 202124 
Gaborone

OPERATIONS DIRECTOR, 10 or 
more years experience in Hydraulics 
Systems. P O Box 40792.

SINEWAVE REQUIRES THE
SERVICES of interior designer 
with certificate or above in interior 
designing, atleast 11 years experience 
or more. Apply: Bag B0 268 Gaborone, 
Closing date: 16/03/2023

WANTED: TECHNICAL MANAGER:
Diploma in Electrical Engineering 
with 10 years experience in power 
generators, supervision and project 
management. Reply: The Director 
Powernet Electrical P O Box Box 80379 
Gaborone, Plot 70518, Unit 4 G- West 
Tech Park. Closing date 14/03/2023.

RE-ADVERTISEMENT-SEAMSTRESS
/designer wanted. Must have Diploma 
and ten years experience. Forward 
cv to PO Box 47781, Gaborone by 
15/03/2023
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Dominating The 
Stands Since 1962
www.kutlwano.gov.bw

By Calviniah Kgautlhe

TSABONG - After a two-year hiatus, the 
stage is finally set for the annual Kgalagadi 
Polka Dance Festival slated for Saturday.

The festival offers a wide variety of acts in 
lively courtship dances by vivacious couples 
rocking the rich tapestry of Polka music that 
invoke the deeply rooted traditions of the 
Kgalagadi culture.

“We are on course, the stage is set, and 
we have a lineup that will feature regional 
favourites from Khuis, Khawa, Struizendam, 
Gakhibane, as well as Namastaap groups 
from Tsabong and Lokgwabe, who have 
won national arts festival competitions,” 
said Ministry of Youth, Gender, Sport and 
Culture Tsabong District coordinator, Rock 
Mphela.

He said for the first time the event would 
be held at a the grounds behind the district 
administration office. 

“We have prepared the ground, pitched 
the scaffolding and tents. 

Groups have been invited and are 
currently being collected from their various 
locations,” he said.

Apart from Polka, Tsoga Maroko choir 
and DJ Respah aka Moreri Thumpe, 
contemporary poet Wame Maruping and 
guest artist Ded Cor will perform.

He said the event would also feature 

upcoming artists among them Tsabong 
Original Pantsulas, who have volunteered 
to perform in preparation for other 
competitions.

Mphela said his team was working with a 
local community group Pinagare ya Sekaka 
to show them the ropes, adding that the 
idea was to allow them to host the event 
independently of government next year. 

In 2021 and 2022 the festival was not 
held due to COVID-19, which he said was a 
drawback in terms of providing mentorship.

“Polka festival is one of the important 
cultural events showcasing Kgalagadi 
culture, hence the need to ensure that 
Pinagare ya Sekaka is capacitated enough to 
handle the event on its own,” he said.

For his part, Pinagare ya Sekaka 
chairperson, Shadrak Van Niekerk expressed 
gladness to be learning from the ministry in 
preparation for next year’s event, which they 
would coordinate solo. 

“I can promise you that next year the 
Polka festival will be in our hands. 

We have invited some of our potential 
sponsors for the event next year to come and 
appreciate the festival so that when we take 
over they are on board,” he said.

He said in the last event, some of the 
companies showed interest in sponsoring 
Pinagare Ya Sekaka to host the event.

The guest speaker is expected to be 

BEIJING - Dressed in long robes, a crowd 
of young people wanders around pavilions 
and royal gardens, with their flowing sleeves 
and heavily embroidered skirts gently 
swaying in the breeze. 

They are not actors nor actresses in a 
movie set, but Hanfu enthusiasts in a themed 
event in Beijing. 

“Over a decade ago, Hanfu fashion 
was an obscure subculture, but relevant 
activities nowadays often draw thousands of 
participants,” said Liu Xiang, an organiser of 
the event. 

Benefiting from the growing popularity 
of social media and a craze for traditional 
culture, Hanfu, a traditional style of clothing 
worn by the Han people, was brought back to 
the forefront by a new wave of young Chinese 
devotees, including Liu. 

The 1980s-born rocket scientist Liu is 
also a co-founder of a Hanfu community in 
Beijing called Hua Yan Hui. The community 
was founded in 2011 following a Hanfu 
revival movement that emerged from the 
desire to express national identity and 
growing cultural confidence. Since then, Liu 
has been volunteering to support the group. 

“My passion for Hanfu came from two 
of my friends who are fans of traditional 
Chinese clothing,” Liu said. Her interest grew 
as she learned more about the culture behind 
it and acquired her first Hanfu costume. 

At first, people dressed in Hanfu in public 
were occasionally greeted with derision, 
while more passersby asked about their 

clothing style, said Liu.
But, more young people wear adapted 

Hanfu as they believe the best way to preserve 
tradition is to adapt it to modern life. Yang 
Kunning was born in the 1990s and works 
in the public relations sector. She is fond of 
sharing her love for Hanfu online. 

She opened an account on the video-
sharing platform Bilibili and posted videos 
featuring herself wearing Hanfu attire. 

Thousands of comments and likes pour 
in on her channel as viewers find her videos 
attractive and creative, blending tradition 
with modern dance. “Social media has made 
Hanfu culture popular in China and abroad,” 
said Liu. 

“Traditional culture has no national 
or ethnic boundaries,” she added. Savvy 
companies and factories also smell the 
massive potential in Hanfu-related industries. 
Caoxian County, Heze City, east China’s 
Shandong Province, is one of the major 
Hanfu manufacturing centers, gathering over 
2 000 upstream and downstream enterprises 
and creating jobs for nearly 100 000 people. 

Over 600 clothing processing companies 
have their own designs with intellectual 
property rights. 

In addition to domestic clients, a bevy of 
companies in Caoxian reported a surge in 
foreign orders this year. Yang has a collection 
of around 30 sets of Hanfu attire. 

Customers now have many choices when 
selecting Hanfu, ranging from economical to 
high-end collections. Xinhua

Lydia Van der Westhuizen ironing uniform for the dancers in Struizendam yesterday in 
preparation for tomorrow’s annual Kgalagadi Polka Dance Festival. 
Photo: Calviniah Kgautlhe

Polka stage set for tomorrow
director for Strategy and Research of the 
newly established National Arts Council 
Ludo Sefhako, who will meet with Pinagare 
ya Sekaka to share how they can take Polka 
festival to greater heights.

Due to budgetary constraints, this year 
the groups have been reduced from eight to 
five with focus on Kgalagadi only by only 
admitting winners from the National Arts 
Festival. BOPA

China-chic trend builds 
on cultural confidence
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Jankovic eyes 2026 
World Cup despite 
challenges ahead

Theetso, said in an interview that 
they had planned to host four 
series this season and had already 
held threes in Francistown.  

“Currently we have Letsile 
Tebogo who has already 
qualified for Budapest World 
Championships and we are 
yet to confirm Bayapo Ndori’s 
qualification as they now 
qualify through World Athletics 
rankings,” he said.

Furthermore, Theetso said they 
were expecting many athletes to 
try their luck, given that it would 
be the last series.

He said failure to qualify on 
Saturday, would force athletes 
to start travelling outside the 
country for more races.

“Big names should be expected 
on Saturday because they were 
yet to qualify for the major 
events,” he said.

Theetso said he was confident 
that this season a lot of athletes 
would do well in their different 
competitions as a lot of them 
showed hunger in the previous 
season.

National team coach, Justice 
Dipeba, said the competition 
would help coaches to gauge their 
athletes.

He said it was still early in the 
season and the fact that they did 
not have indoor competitions, 
athletes had to wait so that they 

HAIKOU - Newly-appointed 
China men’s football team head 
coach, Aleksandar Jankovic, said 
his target was to lead the squad in 
securing a spot for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup. 

“Receiving this opportunity 
to coach the national team of 
China is a big reward and I 
am extremely motivated,” the 
50-year-old Serbian noted at his 
inaugural press conference. 

“I know that every long journey 
starts with a small step; as a head 
coach, I must have a clear picture 
of the big target the general goal 
is for the 2026 World Cup, and 
the Chinese team must play.” 

The 2026 World Cup will be 
the first edition of the 48-team 
tournament, enabling at least 
eight Asian teams to enter the 
world football gala. 

“No matter how many teams 
can go to the world cup, the target 
is the same. We have a lot of 
things to do before we reach the 
goal; we have no time to waste,” 
he added. Jankovic also admitted 
that every small step would 
matter. 

“I fully agree that the big goal 
is determined by what we do 
every day. I make no difference 
when preparing big games and 
friendly games. We have to start 
implementing all the details from 
our first training tomorrow.” 

The coach, who spent four and 
a half years in China guiding 
the national youth team, said he 
had a clear picture of the current 

situation of Chinese football. 
“Over the last 30 months, I 

spent 28 months watching games 
in China and observing players 
not only from the Chinese Super 
League but from China League 
One and League two as well. 
I know all levels of Chinese 
players well.”

 “Chinese players and Chinese 
people are intelligent and learn 
fast, which is something that I 
have never seen my life elsewhere. 

However, if you are not fit, 
maybe you can win one game, but 
you can never win a competition.” 
“Our players need to improve 
their physical conditions, 
intensity and aggressivity. 

Otherwise we will always stay 
at home when the big competition 
comes. It’s a challenge for me as a 
coach if we want to match up with 
those good teams in the world,” 
he added. “My requirements for 
all the players are the same.

 We will set the standard 
in terms of motivation, 
determination and hard work of 
the players. 

I certainly can’t tell you who 
will play in the team now, but I 
can tell you how we will play,” 
Jankovic said. 

“The players must respect the 
jersey they wear. I want players 
who are generous, motivated and 
willing to sacrifice and run for 
your teammates. 

This is nothing to do with age, 
the door is open for everyone.” he 
noted. Xinhua

By Keagetswe Motsumi

MOLEPOLOLE - Eleven 
Angels’s 3-2 victory over 
Masiataoka in Molepolole 
on Wednesday boosted the 
winners’ survival in the 
premier league.

The game started with 
Eleven Angels at position 
nine while Masitaoka were at 
position five.

Therefore, some football 
pundits expected Masitaoka to 
walk over  Eleven Angels.

Eric Ookame scored an 
opener for the visitors in the 
ninth minute.  

Fungai Muzila made it two 
before half time.

Masitaoka’s Ambrosius 
Amsed pulled one back in 
the second half while Monty 
Enosa scored the second one to 
equalise.

With both at two goals, the 
pressure was evident on the 
pitch and on the stands, but 
ladyluck was on the northerners 
as Ookame struck again to 
secure victory for Angels.

Masitaoka coach, Mandla 
Mpofu, said they did not play 
well in the first half, but was 
glad they did better in the 
second half even though they 

did not win.
“Going forth, we need a 

mindset to bring results home,” 
Mpofu added.

For his part, Eleven Angels’ 
coach, Seemo Mpatane, said he 
was happy with the results.

“I am glad we controlled 
the game from the start,” said 
Mpatane.

He said in their next game, 
they would make an effort to 
get maximum points again.

Masitaoka take on Sua 
Flamingos in Molepolole 
tomorrow while Eleven Angels 
host Gaborone United in 
Francistown same day. BOPA

BAA final series at National Stadium tomorrow

Eleven Angels shock Masitaoka

reach the peak in time for the 
competitions.  

“Sometimes it can be very 
tricky, because some prefer to 
qualify early while some prefer 
to wait for the right time,” he said.

Furthermore, he said they 
would use the weekend meet to 
analyse athletes’ fitness and also 

rectify their slip-ups.
“This will be the last series, 

but remember we still have 
three competitions on home soil, 
according to the calendar we 
have Botswana Golden Grand 
Prix, and sort of a dry run race 
on March 25, and then BAA 
Nationals,” he said. BOPA

By Anastacia Sibanda

GABORONE - Botswana 
Athletics Association (BAA) 
will use tomorrow’s series as 
qualifiers for the combined Under 
18 and 20 championships billed 
for Zambia April 29 to May 3.

The series, the fourth and 
last scheduled for the National 
Stadium, would also be used as 
Budapest World Championships 
qualifiers, and also hone the 
athletes’ skill ahead of the 
Botswana Golden Grand Prix.

BAA vice president, Oabona 

Theetso
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Kebatho is expected to be the centre of attraction when 
Orapa United and Township Rollers come face to face in a 
premier league clash in Gaborone tomorrow evening.

By Pako Lebanna

GABORONE - 
The 2022/23 premier 
league title chase 

gathers pace over the 
weekend as on form 

Orapa United seek to 
continue their good run.

The Ostriches play 
against Township Rollers 
aka Mapalastina in a 7pm 
kickoff at the National 
Stadium, Saturday

Currently third on the 
log equal on 38 points with 
second placed Gaborone 
United, Orapa  will enter 
tomorrow’s contest as 
favourites after a good 
run saw them overcome a 

poor start to the campaign 
to become title contenders 

alongside GU and top of the log 
Jwaneng Galaxy.

Six successive victories 
before their 1-1 draw with 
Rollers on February 11 
underlined this good 
form, coupled with last 
weekend’s 4-2 triumph 
over GU, which inflicted 
the Reds’ first loss of the 
season.

On one hand, Rollers, 
fourth of the log on 30 
points are enduring their 
most difficult campaign 
in the decade since 
a lacklustre 2012-13 
season. 

The Blues, who have 

Mapalastina on 
Ostriches menu

consistently been title contenders 
since the 2013-14 season endured a 
difficult start to this season and late 
December severed ties with head 
coach Thabo Motang, who had led 
Popa to five victories, three draws 
and a loss.

Thereafter, assistant coach 
Oarabile ‘Wilshire’ Seabo guided 
Rollers to victory over Prisons XI, 
before new Portuguese coach Sergio 
Traguil took charge. 

Under Sergio, Rollers drew 2-2 
with Sua Flamingoes and played 
to five more draws by a similar 1-1 
margin against Security Systems, 
Eleven Angels, Orapa, Holy Ghost 
and BDF, with a sole 2-0 victory 
against Holy Ghost sandwiched in 
between.

So,Sergio will be desperate to 
prove his mettle as an experienced 
international coach.

Although Rollers in recent matches 
have displayed a never say die attitude 
of equalising late on to salvage a 
point, Mapalastina overall lacklustre 
form makes them underdogs in such 
a tie.

Popa should be wary of Omaatla 
‘Dunga’ Kebatho, who scored for the 
Ostriches the last time the two sides 
met and has consistently been a thorn 
in Rollers’ flesh over the years.

The Ostriches meanwhile will 
know very well of the pedigree of 
Mbatshi ‘King Fisher’ Elias the lethal 
striker who was signed by Rollers 
from Orapa at the end of the January 
transfer window.

Earlier on Saturday at 4pm, Galaxy 
will seek to maintain their unbeaten 

run when they host Prisons XI at the Galaxy 
Stadium.

GU will be away to Eleven Angels at the 
Francistown Council Stadium, Masitaoka host 
Sua Flamingioes in Molepolole while Extension 
Gunners welcome Security Systems in Lobatse.

On Sunday, Mogoditshane Fighters play Holy 
Ghost in Molepolole while Morupule Wanderers 
are home to Nico United in Serowe. 

BDF XI face fellow security men Police XI int 
Lobatse. BOPA


