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Excessive heat likely to 
hamper farming efforts

HOUSTON - Mr Clay Hudgins (second right) and wife, Stacy (right) of JD Hudgins, Inc. welcoming President Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi (second 
left) and First Lady Neo to a dinner they hosted in honour of Botswana’s first couple in Texas on Tuesday. After officiating at the Botswana-
Dallas business engagement on Monday, President Masisi was in Texas’ most populous city the following day to attend the Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo at the Hudgins’ invitation. JD Hudgins is a family ranch that has been in operation since 1908. It provides world class Brahman 
cattle genetics throughout the world. Still in Houston, President Masisi is scheduled to visit another farming   operation, the JD-H Ranch. 
Photo: Yobe Shonga
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By Lesedi Thatayamodimo

GABORONE - African 
countries would do well to have 
dietary guidelines to ensure 
healthier dietary behaviours, 
and prevent diet-related chronic 
diseases says Kenya based Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
programme director, for Amref 
Health Africa, Mr Martin 
Muchangi. 

He was speaking in an 
interview ahead of the Africa 
Health Agenda International 
Conference (AHAIC) 2023, to be 
held in Rwanda early next month. 

He said it was important 
that African nations prioritise 
research towards production of 
nutritional foods that will support 
changes in the food environment. 

The countries should also 
proactively teach consumers to 
opt for those foods. 

Mr Muchangi said food 
systems that supported healthy 
diets in sustainable, resilient 
and equitable ways could 
help to eradicate poverty and 
malnutrition as well as further 
restore natural resources. 

He further pointed out that food 
system activities would contribute 
to greater gains for humanity and 
nature and counter poor food and 
nutrition which remained the 
main contributor to the global 
burden of diseases including 
famine related deaths, starvation 
and nutritional deficiency 
diseases in communities, 
under/over nutrition especially 
among children as well as diet 
related communicable and non-
communicable conditions. 

The food system transformation 
would generate a future where all 
people had access to healthier 
diets that were produced in 
sustainable and resilient ways 
that restored nature and delivered 
equitable livelihoods. 

The food system 
transformation, he said, required 
an entire shift transformation 
of managing water, land use, 
natural resources, biodiversity 
and the mechanism to manage all 
supporting systems. 

That however, would remain 
an illusive dream if African 
countries failed to adequately 
fund food systems research and 
development as was the case 
currently. 

He said all those diseases had 
the potential to increase costs 
associated with healthcare, 
therefore calling on African 
nations to develop food based 
dietary guidelines. 

“There are situations 
where farmers who produce 
nutritional dense food, do not 
have the knowledge around the 
preparation and consumption of 
those foods,” said Mr Muchangi. 

That would create a situation 
where people starved and became 
malnourished in the midst of 
plenty, he said. 

Food-based dietary guidelines 
would therefore assist in making 
nutrition easier as it would 
translate evidence based nutrition 
recommendations into use. 

Francistown records 80 teen 
pregnancy cases per quarter 
By Goweditswe Kome

FRANCISTOWN - The 
City of Francistown records 80 
teenage pregnancies every three 
months, said Deputy Mayor 
Mr Lesego Kwambala when 
officiating at the Scout Founders 
Day Commemoration Camp 
recently. 

Mr Kwambala said some of the 
pregnancies were repeat cases. 

He said rampant drug and 
alcohol abuse in schools, was 
responsible for such pregnancies 
in no small measure. 

To compound the problem, 
various social ills such as child 
neglect were rife. 

It was in the hope of 
defeating such ills that he 
proposed a meeting with the 
Scout Association as they were 
complimenting some mandates 
of Social and Community 

Development (S&CD) adding 
that through partnership with 
council such ills could be easily 
addressed. 

Mr Kwambala said the scout 
movement was doing a noble 
course, and council was in 
a position to facilitate space 
allocation and would offer them 
one of the open space to for their 
office and their meeting place. 

He asked the scouts to focus on 
their education and aim for the 
best in life. 

He urged them to stay away 
from drugs, smoking and alcohol 
abuse saying that a considerable 
number of youth were mentally 
affected by drug abuse. 

Botswana Scout Association 
Chief Commissioner Mr Masego 
Pamane said the purpose of the 
camp was to celebrate the legacy 
left behind by the founder of the 
Scout Association Lord Baden 

Powell and his wife. 
Mr Pamane said the scout 

movement around the world 
accepted all children from age 
eight. 

He said the aim of the movement 
was not to march around or stay 
bush camps but to mould children 
to be better citizens. 

“There are relevant programs 
for children between the ages of 
12 and 17 years as this is the entry 
level,” he said there was another 
program for 18 to 20 year-olds as 
challenges began to appear at this 
stage. 

Activities to be undertaken 
during the camp, Mr Pamane 
said, included horse riding, nature 
walk, bird viewing, scout hike, 
survival skills, general scout 
games, drill competition, visiting 
illegal mining sites, cleaning, 
removing snares placed by 
poachers and others. BOPA

Mr Kwambala (centre), Mr Monametsi (left) and Councilor Gopolang Almando of Monarch North ward 
during Scout Commemoration Day in Francistown recently. Mr Kwambala said there was a challenge 
of teenage pregnancy in Francistown as about 80 cases were recorded quarterly, while some were 
repeated cases. Photo: Goweditswe Kome

WASH official 
calls for dietary 
guidelines

By Pelonomi Gare

MOCHUDI - The staggering 
number of applicants on Kgatleng 
Land Board waiting list is not a 
true representation of people who 
legally qualify for plot allocation, 
said land board secretary, Ms 
Esther Serati when addressing the 
board meeting and official launch 

of Secure Land Title in Mochudi 
on Monday. 

She said the landboard had over 
200 000 in its waiting list, but had 
since realised that 50 000 of those 
were already disqualified as they 
already had been allocated a rural 
plot within Kgatleng or elsewhere 
in the country. 

The situation was worsened 

Kgatleng Land Board makes strides

Amref Health Africa, the 
Rwandan Ministry of Health, the 
African Union and the Africa 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC Africa), will 
on March 5 – 8, bring together 
key policy leaders, innovators, 
researchers, health workers, 
societal leaders and the civil 
society for dialogue and action 
aimed at mainstreaming climate 
discourse into health policies for 
Africa in response to the most 
pressing challenges including 
conflict, climate change, food 
insecurity and human rights 
violations. 

A press statement from Amref 
Health Africa, states that it will 
be the first time that a global 
health conference in Africa 
focuses on climate change as a 
key determinant of health. 

“We know that climate change 
and health are intrinsically 
intertwined, yet they have for 
decades now been treated as two 
separate issues,” said Dr Githinji 
Gitahi, Group CEO, Amref 
Health Africa according to the 
release. 

The release further says at 
AHAIC 2023, themes at the 
nexus of climate change and 
health, including a rapidly 
warming planet, pandemic 
preparedness, food security and 
nutrition, innovation, research 
and development, gender, 
and conflict will be explored, 
AHAIC 2023 comes against the 
backdrop of renewed calls by 
African leaders for more urgent 
action against climate change as 
its impacts continue to be acutely 
felt on the continent, says the 
release. BOPA

Kgosi Sekai (right) awarding a Secure Land Title (SLT) certificate 
to Mr Justice Ramocha (left) during the launch of the initiative in 
Mochudi on Monday. With them is Mmathubudukwane Sub-land 
Board secretary, Mr Kealeboga Ntapu. Photo: Otsile Modise

by the fact that besides the 50 
000 applicants, many people had 
made multiple applications with 
various Land Boards. 

“The board is currently 
preparing to engage such 
people with a view to refine 
its applications list into a real 
allocation waiting list,” she said. 

Ms Serati said the land board 
had so far allocated 1088 out of 
3280 plots or 33.17 per cent of 
its target allocations in Oodi and 
Artesia Sub land boards areas of 
jurisdiction. 

She also told members that the 
land board continued to negotiate 
with land owners to secure private 
land for allocation. 

To this end, she said, the 
land board was working with 
stakeholders, especially district 
council to finalise structure 
plan of a cumulative 3450 plots 
in places such as Mochudi, 
Leshibitse, Mmathubudukwane, 
Kgomodistshaba, Olifantsdrift 
and Rasesa for allocation. 

Ms Serati also told the meeting 
that Batswana owned and based 
companies had been appointed to 
survey demarcated layouts across 
the country towards the national 
100 000 plot allocation target. 

She said with the impending 

start of the 2023/2024 financial 
year in April, land board would 
also embark on a series of kgotla 
meetings and other engagements, 
to discuss and clarify issues of 
land allocation and others to 
Batswana. 

The land board had managed 
to register and approve 67 Secure 
Land Title requests. 

“I must indicate that this was 
all done at immense expense by 
the Botswana government for its 
people- Motswana is now getting 
this premium title at a highly 
subsidised price,” she said. 

For the longest time, she 
said Tribal Land, unfairly and 
unnecessarily so, was relegated 
to a lesser status amongst the 
three tenures currently operable 
in Botswanadespite the fact that it 
was bigger, most in demand and 
was occupied by most people. 

Ms Serati said with SLT, a title 
holder had an internationally 
recognised document, that could 
be used to access funds for 
development, used as collateral 
for accessing funding to develop 
other businesses. Bakgatla 
deputy chief, Kgosi Bana Sekai 
encouraged those issued with 
SLT not to sell plots and that they 
should take care of them. BOPA
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By Marvin Motlhabane

GABORONE -  The Chinese  
embassy has extended a helping 
hand to Gaborone City Council 
towards desilting Segoditshane 
River.

The project, which started  
Tuesday and expected to end  
March 14, includes removal of fine 
sand and other materials carried 
by running water and deposited 
in the river thus hindering free 
movement of rainwater.

Briefing the media at the 
launch, Gaborone mayor, Mr 
Austin Abraham said the 
embassy’s assistance came as a 
result of the recent floods which 
led to the temporary closure of 
Segoditshane, Wellie Seboni and 
Nelson Mandela roads.

He said the embassy had offered 
to mobilise a couple of local 
Chinese construction companies 
to assist with the project.

Meanwhile, Department 
of Town and Country 
Planning acting director Mr 
Kebonyemodisa Ooke has 
identified low lying bridges/
culverts and storm water drainage 
channels that failed to deposit 
runoff into the river channel as 
some of the contributory factors 
to flooding.

Speaking in an interview, he 
said a comprehensive and long 

Chinese embassy 
assists in Segoditshane 
River desilting

Ministry introduces health sector revolutionising system

Health worker Mr Atamelang Moningo taking Mr Lelatisitswe (left) through an electronic medical record 
process during the launching of the Tsogojwame #GoDigital project in Gaborone on Tuesday. 
Photo: Phenyo Moalosi

By Naomi Leepile

GABORONE -  The Ministry 
of Health has launched  a system 
aimed at making the health sector 
client-centric and compatible with 
information shared by different 
facilities.
  Launched simultaneously in 
Gaborone, Letlhakane, Hukuntsi 
and Jwaneng Tuesday, the 
system, dubbed ‘TsogoJwame’ 
#GoDigital, would digitilise 
health services and give more 
Batswana better access to 
quality health services, including 
specialists based in far off places. 
  This is according to assistant 
minister Mr Sethomo Lelatisitswe 
who explained that the intention 
was to harmonise management 
of all digitalisation initiatives, 

improve interoperability and 
sharing of information across the 
health sector.
 “The challenges we always 
have such as lack of data and 
information about patients who 
go to different health facilities 
will be a thing of the past, ” he 
said. Through the approach, Mr 
Lelatisitswe said, clinicians would 
be better equipped with tools and 
resources that enhanced access 
to real time patient information 
thereby enabling evidence based 
decision making.

The system would therefore 
reshape the doctor-patient 
experience and ultimately give 
the patient access to quality and 
accurate health care, he said.

Mr Lelatisitswe said timely 
use of technology was critical in 

safeguarding both patients’ health 
and lives because speed was of 
the essence.

“When you delay, it could mean 
deterioration of the disease or 
even death to the patient,” he said.

 The assistant minister said the 
project’s development was in line 
with Sustainable Development 

Goal number three calling upon 
UN member states to do all in 
their power to increase people’s 
access to quality health services 
by 2030.

Unpacking the project,  
deputy permanent secretary Dr 
Onalenna Seitio-Kgokgwe said 
it was a response to President 

Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi’s Reset 
Agenda priority emphasising the 
urgent need for digitalisation of 
services.

She said the system would run 
in all clinics across the country 
allowing the sector to have a 
patients’ history regardless of the 
clinics they visited. BOPA

Cuba medics boost Ngamiland health care provision 
By Esther Mmolai

MAUN -  The arrival of a 
10-person Cuban medical team 
in Ngamiland between December 
last year and January has greatly 
improved health care service 
delivery. 
 This is according to Ngami 
District Health Management 
Team (DHMT) coordinator, 
Dr Sandra Maripe-Ebutswe 
said the team comprised a 
physician, anaesthesiologist, 
dermatologist, general, paediatric 
and  orthopaedic surgeons, ICU 
specialist as well as a cardiologist, 
oncologist and biomedical 
engineer.

Presenting a health and planning 
report to a District Development 
Committee  meeting in Maun 
Tuesday, she revealed that a 
resident anaesthesiologist and 
gynaecologist were on the ground 
and an ophthalmologist was 
currently undergoing orientation 
in Serowe.

Dr Maripe-Ebutswe said an 
ear, nose and throat surgeon and 
paediatrician were also expected. 

“This is indeed a blessing to our 
district as our community will 
now be able to access specialised 
health services closer,” she said.

The meeting learnt that DHMT 
had a complement of 21 medical 
officers and 16 intern doctors. 

Dr Maripe-Ebutswe said 
medical officers had been 
allocated departments within  
Letsholathebe Memorial  Hospital 
to optimize continuation of care.

Doctors based at clinics, which 
had been clustered into three,  
also did outreach within and 
outside Maun, she said.

With regard to other health 
workers, Dr Maripe-Ebutswe 
said the district currently had 289 
nurses and 68 midwives but the 
ideal number being 98.

The DHMT coordinator 
said the district continued to 
experience personnel shortages 
for various reasons including  non 

replacement of transferred  staff 
members, relocation to the United 
Kingdom by some while others 
declined to work in the district.

On the malaria situation, Dr 
Maripe-Ebutswe reported that  
50 cases had been recorded with 
most of them registered in Maun 
followed by Mababe.

Ten of the cases, she said, were 
complicated and out of the total, 
36 were males.

Fortunately no deaths had been 
registered, she said.

In a bid to curb the spreading 
of the disease, DHMT embarked 
on an indoor residual spraying 
exercise with coverage currently 
standing at 56 per cent for the 
current season against a target of 
85 per cent.

The campaign ran from October 
to December last year.

Dr Maripe-Ebutswe decried 
lack of cooperation on the side 
of the community despite efforts 
to mobilise the public for the 
exercise.

The majority of homes were 
found deserted while some 
refused to open their houses, she 
said.

However, she said health 
officials were not deterred 
but continued to mobilise 
communities through house to 
house visits, leadership advocacy 
and kgotla meetings towards 
accepting indoor spraying.

Malaria prevention, Dr Maripe-
Ebutswe said, remained a priority.

“It is our aim to achieve the set 
district target of 85 per cent of 
eliminating malaria,” she said.

On other issues, the gathering  
heard that teenage pregnancy 
remained a serious challenge 
in the district despite efforts to 
educate school-going children and 
youths about sexual reproductive 
health which covered family 
planning and sexually transmitted 
infections.

Dr Maripe-Ebutswe said some 
106 cases had been registered two 
of them under the age of 15.BOPA

Kwape represents Botswana at 
Non-Aligned Movement summit
GABORONE -  Foreign 
affairs minister Dr Lemogang 
Kwape is in Baku, Azerbaijan 
to participate in today’s Non-
Aligned Movement Contact 
Group summit on response to 
COVID-19. 

A ministry press release 
explains that Dr Kwape is 
attending the summit, which 
is focusing on post-pandemic 

global recovery, on behalf of 
President Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi.

“Among others, the summit 
will discuss post-pandemic 
global recovery issues and 
explore potential solutions to 
challenges exacerbated by the 
pandemic such as increased 
unemployment and weakened 
health care systems,” states the 
release.

It reveals that Dr Kwape will 
deliver a statement detailing 
Botswana’s post COVID-19 
recovery efforts which include 
construction of a vaccine 
manufacturing plant. 

The summit will be chaired by 
Azerbaijan president, Mr Ilham 
Aliyev, in his capacity as the 
current Non-Aligned Movement 
chair, says the release. BOPA

lasting solution was being worked 
on which included having water 
retention ponds along the river 
as additional storage capacity 
during heavy rains.

He said a comprehensive 
network to ensure that the 
existing storm water drainage 
outlets ultimately deposited water 
into the dredged river channel 
would also be developed.

That involved continuous 
maintenance of the drainage 
system and adjusting its carrying 
capacity to meet demand during 
heavy rains, explained Mr Ooke.

He said mechanisms must 
also be put in place to control 
water movement in and out of the 
retention ponds in response to 
heavy rains and reducing surface 
runoff velocity. 

Mr Ooke emphasised the 
importance of treating storm 
water before reaching the river 
channel. BOPA
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Matsime updates court on appeal
By Gaolethoo Kgatitswe

GABORONE - Following 
the January 17 refusal by the 
Broadhurst Magistrate Court to 
grant him bail murder accused, 
Gabalape Matsime has indicated 
that he was struggling to draft his 
appeal to the High Court.

He said that even though he 
had hinted in the previous court 
appearance that he was intending 
to appeal his bail refusal to the 
High Court, he was struggling to 
draft such an affidavit.

Asked by Magistrate Ms 

Segomotso Phetogo if he had 
anything to say to court after 
prosecution pleaded for extension 
of his remand warrant, he said he 
had nothing to say.

Magistrate asked Matsime 
to update court regarding his 
bail appeal.  “If you are having 
problems with your application, 
there are people around you who 
are legends when it comes to 
writing such applications, seek 
help from them and they will assist 
accordingly,” said Ms Phetogo.

The state prosecutor, Sergeant 
Mmoloki Selofera had earlier 

asked the court to extend 
Matsime’s remand warrant, 
saying the investigating team was 
awaiting post mortem results, 
witness affidavits and compilation 
of a photo album.

Matsime of Woodhall in Lobatse 
is charged with December 30, 2022 
murder of Ms Onkemetse Motiki 
(36), a female police officer.

He is alleged to have  stabbed 
the deceased with a sharp object 
at Tsholofelo location in Gaborone. 

The accused will mention at 
Broadhurst Magistrate Court on 
March 13. BOPA 

Magistrate denies 
Letsididi bail
By Lindi Morwaeng

MOLEPOLOLE - Molepolole 
Chief magistrate Mr Gaseitsiwe 
Tonoki has denied multiple 
murder accused Tshepiso 
Letsididi bail.

Delivering his ruling Tuesday, 
magistrate Tonoki noted that the 
accused had three offences of 
murder, two counts of rape and 
robbery.

The magistrate said when 
delivering the verdict, he took into 
consideration reasons advanced 
by the both the prosecutor and the 
accused.

In his bail application the 
accused had stated that he was 
just a suspect and was therefore 
exercising his right to liberty.

On the other hand, magistrate 
Tonoki noted that the state had 
vigorously and vehemently 
opposed the application on the 
grounds that the accused had a 
similar charge of murder and rape 
at Lobatse High Court set for trial 
in November, a rape charge in 
Molepolole and the current one 
of double murder and robbery 
committed at Magokotswane ward 
in Molepolole last November.

Consequently Magistrate 
Tonoki said there was tangible 
fear that the accused might  
get involved in more criminal 
activities if granted bail.

“Murder comes with a 
maximum of death penalty, it is 
indeed a severe punishment which 
may induce a person to abscond,” 
magistrate Tonoki said.

In addition, he said murder  
was not a simple charge as it 
was brought about by a serious 
likelihood that a person might 
have committed an offence.

The court also learnt that the 
accused had absconded in his 
matter which was before Lobatse 
High Court and an arrest warrant 
was issued against him hence he 
was not a candidate for bail.

Letsididi had on February 16 
approached the court praying that 
he be granted bail pending trial as 
he had been in custody since his 
arrest four months ago.

On Friday last week when 
arguing his bail application, 
Letsididi said it would be 
unfortunate for him to be rejected 
as he had received reports that 
his house had been broken into 
at Metsimotlhabe and therefore it 
was important that he be granted 
bail to go check on it.

Letsididi is accused of the 
murder and rape of Ms Penekane 
Mhaladi and her ten-year-old 
granddaughter at Magokotswane 
ward in Molepolole last year 
November.

He will appear for mention 
again on March 20. BOPA

Prison official calls for professionalism
By Thamani Shabani

FRANCISTOWN - Prisons 
staff members have been 
urged  to avoid  actions that 
might discredit or lower public 
confidence in the organisation.

Addressing staff members 
in Francistown, Deputy 
Commissioner of Prisons; 
Rehabilitation and reintegration 
Mr Dikakanyo Mmolawa said 
in the recent past there had been 
cases of indiscipline amongst 
the officers.

He cited an incident involving 
one of the officers at Molepolole 
Prisons who had been dismissed 
for conniving with inmates by 
bringing tools and other items 
that were not allowed into 
prison.

He said such behaviour had 
no room in the organisation and 
stern measures would be taken 
against perpetrators.

“You are a disciplined force 
and we expect you to remain as 
such,” warned Mr Mmolawa.

On other issues, Mr Mmolawa 
said just like any government 
department, the institution did 
not have enough resources to 
carry out its mandate.

He, therefore, appealed to 
officers to work with the limited  
resources at their disposal.

He said theirs was to keep 
prisoners safe whilst at the same 
time rehabilitating them so 
that they live a better life upon 
release.

He encouraged them to remain 
focused on their mandate, saying 
the government was doing its 
best to improve their welfare 
and conditions of service.

Senior Assistant 

Prison officers during a staff meeting in Francistown recently. Mr Mmolawa urged them to avoid activities 
that may end up costing them their jobs. Photo: Thamani Shabani

polio at the centre due to a high 
number of children for illegal 
immigrants.

Nonetheless, he said his 
institution was working closely 
with the District Health 

Management Team (DHMT) to 
prevent a possible outbreak at the 
centre. BOPA

Bahumagadi deserve support, respect
By Thandy Tebogo

RAKOPS - Supporting and 
according Bahumagadi the 
respect they deserve will assist 
them to play a meaningful role 
in the fight against Gender Based 
Violence (GBV) and building the 
society.

This was said by deputy private 
secretary to the Vice President, 
Mr Kagiso Habangana at the 
Bahumagadi Committee official 

launch and workshop held in 
Rakops recently.

“Bahumagadi should be 
accorded the respect they deserve 
and should be recognised as 
important members of society. 
They should be accorded support 
to enable them to deliver on 
their roles in the society such as 
fighting GBV and contributing 
towards building the society,” Mr 
Habangana said.

He told participants that between 
2021 and 2022, GBV cases rose 
from 60 to 77 per cent while 14 
cases had been recorded since the 
beginning of this year.

He added that government had 
introduced various programmes 
aimed at uprooting GBV, among 
them the establishment of a 
ministers committee on GBV and 
that of courts specialising on such 
cases.

Mr Habangana gifted the 
Bahumagadi Committee with P1 
000.

National Men Sector coordinator 
at the National AIDS and Health 
Promotion Agency (NAHPA), Mr 
Nonofo Leteane said research had 
shown that the scourge exacerbated 
the spread of HIV/AIDS and 
according to a study conducted 
in 2012, 67 per cent of people 
reported having experienced GBV.

Mr Leteane added that a study 
also conducted in 2018 indicated 
that 37 per cent of women 

experienced abuse and 44 per cent 
of men admitted that they were 
perpetrators of GBV, while 21 per 
cent of men reported to have been 
victims.

“Most of women exposed to 
GBV were in many cases due 
to intimate partner violence. It 
was very crucial to address toxic 
masculinity and young boys should 
be taught house chores from a 
tender age because there were no 
jobs that are specifically designed 
for women and girls,” he said.

For her part, Dr Nametsegang 
Seretse from Boteti District Health 
Management Team (DHMT) 
said most of GBV cases were not 
reported and some were discovered 
at a late stage.

Dr Seretse said GBV caused 
depression and affected women’s 
mental health.

“We have recorded cases 
that included bodily harm and 
therefore we urge women to report 
cases, particularly those of abuse 
physical abuse,” she said.

She reiterated that it was crucial 
to ensure that the boy child was not 
left behind when raising children.

On one hand, Letlhakane 
police station commander, 
Superintendent Michael Maphephu 
said Bahumagadi had the role to 
provide guidance to their partners 
who were leaders of the society.

“Bahumagadi are duty bound to 
ensure that the society’s wellbeing 

was in good state,” Supt. Maphephu 
said.

He also reminded Bahumagadi 
of their responsibility to ensure that 
cases of abuse discovered through 
their campaigns were reported.

Supt. Maphephu also noted 
that they had a Gender and Child 
protection centre at Letlhakane 
police station where issues of 
abuse could be addressed away 
from the partners.

In her comment, Nicodemus 
Primary School deputy head, Ms 
Thato Mosotho expressed concern 
about the pupils’ unsatisfactory 
academic results which she 
attributed to rife GBV cases found 
amongst families.

Meanwhile, Lucara acting 
general manager, Mr Lucas Ntsipe 
pledged to support Bahumagadi 
in their role of uprooting GBV, 
hence their decision to divert funds 
usually released for independence 
activities to Bahumagadi 
undertakings.

Bahumagadi Committee 
chairperson, Ms Pontsho Tatolo 
said the Bahumagadi initiative, a 
brainchild of the First Lady, Ms 
Neo Masisi, had earned them a lot 
of recognition from members of 
the society.

Ms Tatolo added that the 
initiative had also empowered 
them to know their role as well 
as make significant impact on the 
society. BOPA

Commissioner Mmolawa also 
briefed them about President 
Dr Mokgweetsi Masisi’s Reset 
Agenda which called for amongst 
others, mindset change and value 
chain.

He explained that the priorities 
were key to service delivery and 
economic development of the 
country.

He also briefed them on the 
reintegration process which 
aimed  to ensure inmates were 
accepted by society upon release.

Senior Superintendent 
Mmolawa also encouraged them 
to further their studies as part of 
self-development.

In his welcome remarks, 
Divisional Commander (north), 
Senior Assistant Commissioner of 
Prisons Mr Ontlametse Motshebe 
said cases of indiscipline were 
not common in his area as the 
leadership always preached 
discipline in the workforce.

However, Senior Assistant 
Commissioner Motshebe 
registered concern that there 
might be a possible outbreak of 
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Margaret Pabalinga Ignitia Setimela
 
Isaac M Malgase Cottana Malgase
 
Joseph Leepile Lorato Leepile, Botlhe Leepile,
 Pulafela Leepile, Nonofo Leepile,
 Tsholofelo Leepile
 
Walter Kubisi Moabi Dorothy Moabi, Keneetswe Moabi, 
 Temo Moabi, Keolebogile Moabi, 
 Aobakwe Moabi
 
Lentswe Otsile Otsile Otsile
 
Boy Mabatshwa Lelani Keamogetse Lelani
 
Tshwenyego Tawana Keitumetse Tawana, Nametso
 Tawana, Dintwa Tawana
 
Mothusi B. Rabasha Palai Mmanto A Lebodi
 
Daniel Onthusitse Kagiso Ramosesane
Ramosesane

Edwin Lephalale Karolo Lephalale
 
Inspector Phineas Moloi Lilian Moloi, Segolame Moloi
 
Stanley Kgaogano Leah Mosielele

M Mosielele Mompati Mosielele
 
Masego Dorcus Morebodi Tiny Masupe
 
Mothusi Kofi Thuto Mogwe 
 
Gabor Kiss Lojos Kiss, Julia Kiss, Antal Kiss
 
Loeto Lloyd Moatswi Thato Moatswi, Gorata Moatswi
 
Mantsha Monica Phale Mmusi Phale, Toffie Phale, Kenneth 
 Phale, Tshepo Tumelo, Matshidiso 

estuaJ 
 
Keorapetse Boepetswe Tshegofatso Boepetswe, Bame 
 Boepetswe, Mosetsana Knight
 
Nkuku Barbara Maribeng Oarabile Maribeng, Boitshoko 
 Maribeng, Maitumelo Maribeng
 
Gabaikanngwe N Maedza Ontefetse Maedza, Mmoloki 
 Batsweleng, Maipelo Maedza,
 Refilwe Maedza, Maungo Maedza
 
Maina Moffat Kgopa Phiniase Thotse
 
Patrick R. Monyake Tshogotlho Raditsiba, Motshidisi 
 Monyake, Ramosweu Monyake
 
Julia Bobi Tshitlho Tuduetso Tshitlho, Oabile Tshitlho, 
 Gaone Tshitlho, Kagiso Tshitlho, 
 Lebogang Tshitlho, Keoagile Tshitlho, 
 Keduetse Dikhutso
 
Bridget Mtonga Wezi Mtonga, Taonga Mtonga,
 Lebopo Tumagole, Leema 

elogamuT 
 
Fred Kabelo Moroka Tlhwaelang Moroka
 
Chawapa Thabo Sylvia Thabo, Losika Thabo, Larona 
 Thabo, Lelentle Thabo, Tasha Thabo
 
Morris Mphola Molwantwa Rachel Molwantwa, Kgalalelo 
 Molwantwa, Obakeng Molwantwa
 Millicent Seleka
 
Moipolai Motswiri Tuelo Sheila Motswiri, Malebogo
 Motswiri, Keemenao B Motswiri,
 Theophilus Motswiri, Kevin Motswiri

Sonny Mathala Tsaone Mathala, Theetso Mathala
 
Lebogang Mfolelo Wenzy Mfolelo
 
Keamogetse Kgaogano Adam Kgaogano, Thabiso Kgaogano, 
 Shalton Kgaogano, Oabile Kgaogano, 
 Kaone Kgaogano
 
Thabo Masilo Portia Masilo, Keletso Chakalisa,
 Tumelo Masilo, Tiny Masilo
 
Unoziba Laba Martin B. Laba, Neil Laba
 
Baker Eddy Mani Moshe B Phuthego
 
Kgomotso Koobokile Makgetho Makhetho
 
Oagile Matebejane Oarabile Matebejane, Sibusiso 

omuhkisogK 
 
Godfrey Poloko Lefatshe Moagi Lefatshe
 
Mbakiso Bashi James Boga James
 
Sydney Motlalekgomo Rachel Keddy
Keddy
 
Keokone Mhapha Zandile Mhapha, Siobon Mhapha,
 Phenyo Mhapha
 
Khumo Lebakanyane Gaodirelwe Lebakanyane
 
Michael T. Ditlhakeng Esther Ditlhakeng, Justice Ditlhakeng
 
Kegopotswe S Petso Motiliwa Moseki
 
Difako Sylvester Seleka Loapi Seleka
 
Boikanyo Marakalala Kgomotso Medupe
 
Harold Laing Benita Laing
 
Annah Galeage Mafote Itumeleng Mafote, Mophukise Mafote
 
Gaotshabelwe Selato Seventh Day Adventist Church
 
Ofentse Godfrey Makgolo Kefentse Makgolo
 
Bickie Winter Monyamane Obile Monyamane, Kefilwe
 Monyamane, Pasha Monyamane
 
Makgowa Christine Chuma Kgotso Modisane
 
Omponye Gabana Modisa Gabana Lebogang T Modisa
 
Othusitse Sekeletu James Sekeletu, Tiro Sekeletu
 
Kaporeingi Patropus Bruno Patropus
 
Witness Khanda Keboletse M. Witness, Lawrence Fani
 
Robert Daniel Molepo Ntutang Manyanda
 
Tebagano Lebati Tshepiso Lebati
 
Mavis Moroba Makaba Lebogang Peggy Makaba, Warona 
 Kgotso Morake, Angela Ofile Morake
 
Ashton Letlhogonolo Leah Tingwane, Tshepho Tingwane,
Tingwane Alerence Tingwane, Charity Tingwane
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Seatbelts Are  For  Everyone
BUCKLE UP!

Home, property expo Friday
By Bakang Wren

GABORONE - Home and 
Property Expo Botswana will 
host a premier home and property 
event at the Fields Mall from 
March  3 to 5.

One of the organisers Mr 
Joseph Khengere explained in an 
interview that the essence of the 
expo was to create interactions 
and a networking platform for 
home and property owners, 
industry leaders as well as new 
players in the market of Botswana.

“The expo aims to empower 
Batswana to defy the odds, learn 
and come up with ways to own 
huge investments for themselves, 
as history has been made through 
the Fields mall which is a 100 per 
cent  citizen owned mall,” he said.

Mr Khengere said they 
partnered with local companies 
for the success of the expo. 

He said the one of a kind 
show which was organised in 
collaboration with the Fields 
Mall would be managed by 
Tinawe events lounge, which 
was experienced in managing 
premium events in malls.

He said one of the partners was 
Botswana Housing Corporation, a 
leading in real estate in Botswana. 

Also expected at the expo 
are Time Projects, Real Estate 
Advisory council, local property 
developers, architects, interior 
designers, landscape contractors, 
and construction companies.

Real Estate Institute of 
Botswana Vice president, who is 
one of the key stakeholders of the 

US dollar usage surge draws 
concern in Zimbabwe
HARARE - Despite not 
being officially dollarised, the 
Zimbabwean economy has 
largely accepted the US dollar as 
the medium of trade, as indicated 
by the growing trend towards 
US dollar usage in domestic 
transactions. 

“So while we are still legally 
speaking in a dual currency 
framework, statistics from the 
Zimbabwe National Statistics 
Agency (ZIMSTAT) have 
actually shown that more than 
75 per cent of transactions 
within the economy are in US 
dollars, which effectively means 
that  we are dollarised to a very 
significant extent,” economist 
Prosper Chitambara told Xinhua. 

The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe 
re-introduced the Zimbabwean 
dollar in 2019, replacing the 
multiple currency system that 
had been in use since 2009 when 
the country abandoned the old 
local dollar following years of 
hyperinflation. 

Zimbabwe National Chamber 
of Commerce Chief Executive 
Christopher Mugaga said since 
2009, the Zimbabwean economy 

had been subjected to a certain 
level of dollarisation.

“I think if you look at what 
we call financial dollarisation, 
which is pronounced mostly in 
real estate assets, and other long-
term assets, Zimbabwe has never 
escaped dollarisation in that 
space.”

In 2020, the government allowed 
people with free funds to use 
their foreign currency to pay for 
goods and services domestically 
for easier transactions following 
the outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic, leading to the dual 
currency structure of the 
Zimbabwean economy. 

The use of the US dollar has 
grown rapidly since then. 

The local unit, on the other 
hand, has continued to slide on 
the black market, although the 
downward spiral has cooled down 
recently. Annual inflation stood 
at 229.83 per cent in January. 

The Zimbabwean dollar is 
officially trading at 881.7513 to 
US$1, against parallel market 
rates of above 1 000 to the US 
dollar. 

Despite the increased use of 

the greenback, the government 
noted that the economy will not 
be dollarised, at least until the 
full duration of the National 
Development Strategy 1, an 
economic blueprint running from 
2021 to 2025.

Chitambara noted that the 
advantage of using the local 
currency was that the government 
was actually able to fully control 
the economy using both monetary 
policy and fiscal policy. 

Economic analyst Farai 
Mutambanengwe said the 
adoption of the US dollar brought  
a myriad of challenges. 

“Primarily, the fact (is) that 
we don't have control over the 
amount of US dollars in our 
economy, so we have got too little 
in terms of US dollar liquidity 
to be able to make the economy 
function properly, so dollarisation 
will result in a contraction of 
the economy, possibly even a 
recession of the economy due to 
that imbalance between the needs 
for transacting purposes versus 
the supply of US dollars that are 
there,” Mutambanengwe said. 
Xinhua

Excessive heat 
likely to hamper 
farming efforts
By Itumeleng Naane

OTSE- Efforts by government 
to encourage the farming 
community to produce foods are 
likely to be affected by climatic 
conditions, says South East 
Sub-district Chairperson, Ms 
Semakaleng Sebogodi.

Addressing a sub-council 
session on Monday, Ms Sebogodi 
said since the beginning of 
the ploughing season, the sub-
district had distributed seeds 
and fertilisers to 1 804 farmers 
through ISPAAD.

However, Ms Sebogodi was 
concerned that efforts aimed at 
encouraging farmers to produce 
food such efforts were likely not 
to produce the desired results due 
to excessive heat.

Ms Sebogodi said improvement 
of livelihoods through LIMID 
was also ongoing. 

To date, Ms Sebogodi said, 2 
250 projects were established in 
the district since the inception of 
the programme.

In relation to land allocation, 
Ms Sebogodi said Malete Land 
Board had allocated 1 777 
residential plots during the 
current financial year. 

She said the land authorities 
had failed to reach or surpass 
the 2 627 residential plots target 
due to varied and unforeseen 
challenges. 

However, she said 82 more 
plots would be allocated at Otse 
before the end of the financial 
year.

On improvement of road 

networks, Ms Sebogodi said 
funds had been allocated for 
maintaining gravel roads. 

She said two tenders were 
awarded for stockpiling of gravel 
at Tleberwane burrow pit. 

The project was at 70 per cent, 
she said.

 She said the district was 
expecting to be allocated P2.2 
million for maintenance of gravel 
roads.

Ms Sebogodi said backlog of 
potable water connection stood 
at 60 per cent. She said the delay 
was associated to varied reasons 
like failure to reach the intended 
customers who had either 
changed their phone numbers or 
relocated.

She also noted that the sub-
district debt at Water Utilities 
Corporation was also an issue of 
concern. 

As such Ms Sebogodi said 
WUC had embarked on mass 
disconnection of water supply 
and therefore council authorities 
were pleading with customers 
owing the corporation to settle 
their debts.

Ms Sebogodi said the sub-
council would also prioritise 
accessibility to production areas.  

She said through Constituency 
Community Projects fund, Ms 
Sebogodi said council would 
construct culverts along the 
23km Ramotswa-Lesetlheng-
Sakutswane-Otse road that lead 
to ploughing fields. 

“The funding will also be used 
in paving part of the internal 
roads in Otse,” she said. BOPA

Home and Property Expo organisers, Ms Maduo Modimoothata (left), Mr Khengere (centre) and 
Ms Mosimanegape during a media briefing on the upcoming property expo to be held in Gaborone 
March 3-5. Mr Khengere said the expo aimed to explore issues such as property financing, Botswana 
architecture and property ownership. Photo: Tshoganetso Mokowe

event Ms Neltah Mosimanegape 
said REIB was a professional 
body advocating for practitioners 
in the real estate such as property 
agents, valuers among others.

She said REIB was aware of the 
public concern where property 
buyers find themselves cheated 
by scammers masquerading as 

estate agents. She cautioned the 
public to be careful because most 
scammers sold one property to 
more than two people.

“During the expo they will try 
to address such issues and teach 
people about what REIB was 
doing,” she said. 

She said they and were 

encouraging anyone who wanted 
to buy property to make sure 
that the person they were buying 
from was an agent registered with 
REIB. 

The three-day event will start 
with official opening and VIP day 
and  the last day will be opened to 
the public for free. BOPA 
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By Olekantse Sennamose

GABORONE - Parliament has 
managed to implement only two of 
the four projects that were allocated 
funds for the 2022/2023 financial 
year. 

The projects include 
refurbishment of Parliament 
buildings and rollout of Botswana 
Speaks platform.

Presenting budget proposals 
for the National Assembly 
for the 2023/24 financial 
year on Tuesday, Assistant 
Minister for State President, 
Mr Dumezweni Mthimkhulu, 
however, indicated that despite 
the outlined achievements, 
Parliament still faced challenges 
in project implementation, citing 
maintenance of its buildings, which 
he said continued to be a serious 
test due to dilapidation.

As such, he proposed allocation 
of P5m to refurbish and restore 
Parliament buildings.

On the Botswana Speaks, he 
said the platform continued its 
registration of users and its uptake 
in usage was ongoing, including 

publicising it. He, therefore, 
requested that the programme be 
allocated P1.5m to continue its roll 
out in the next financial year.

Mr Mthimkhulu said the 
remaining two projects, which 
included Parliament security 
and upgrading of network in 
constituency offices were still at 
the planning stage.

“The delay in implementing 
these projects is related to the 
engagement of various stakeholders 
and inadequate staffing of 
critical offices like the Facilities 
Management Unit,” he explained.

In other issues, Mr Mthimkhulu 
also indicated that Parliament 
had embarked on the initiative of 
‘Taking Parliament to the People’ 
and the Speaker of the National 
Assembly had already visited a 
total of seven constituencies since 
June last year when the initiative 
started. He said the tour had so far 
managed to stimulate public interest 
in Parliament business, thereby 
enhancing participatory democracy 
and the visits would continue in 
May and August to cover all the 
remaining constituencies.

“During the period under 
review, Parliament passed a total 
of 19 Bills, some of which were 
passed to further effect the latest 
recommendations of the Eastern 
and Southern Africa Anti Money 
Laundering Group and Financial 
Action Task Force,” he said.

On strategies and programmes 
for the financial year 2023/2024, 
Mr Mthimkhulu said seven 
development projects had been 
proposed for modernisation of the 
National Assembly facilities and 
provision of services. Such, he said 
included the Parliament security 
project for which he proposed for 
P945 000, saying ‘this project is 
aligned to the policy document 
of SADC Regional Indicative 
Strategic Development plan 2020-
30, which prioritises enhanced 
collective defence and security 
systems that can adequately 
safeguard the territorial integrity of 
the SADC region.”

On the live broadcast, the 
assistant minister indicated that the 
project needed P2.5 million, which 
would entail installing state of the 
art studio lights and production 

equipment as well as provide 
content to Btv in view of the new 
launched channels for the digital 
transmission.

Mr Mthimkhulu also proposed 
P945 000 for the computerisation 
project of the National Assembly 
as part of its digitalisation plan 
and a further P1.2 million for the 
development and implementation of 
the New Organisational Structure 
project, which intended to review 
the existing organisational 
structure and develop a new one 
to improve capacity, increase and 
align skills, organise work flow as 
well as enable effective decision- 
making.

Regarding the Ntlo Ya Dikgosi 
chamber, he said the project 
required P630 000 to build 
capacity for effective and efficient 
operations in an endeavour to 
maintain traditions.

Nevertheless, Parliament 
approved P187 160 240 for the 
National Assembly for the 2023/24 
financial year, out of which P174 
360 240 would cover the recurrent 
budget and P12.8 million for the 
development budget. BOPA

20192023
By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE - The Ministry for 
State President requires over P3 
billion to cover both the recurrent 
and development budget in the 
2023/2024 financial year.

Presenting budget estimates 
before the National Assembly 
on Tuesday, Minister for State 
President, Mr Kabo Morwaeng 
said the ministry would use over 
P1 billion and over P2.3 billion 
for the development and recurrent 
budget respectively.

Mr Morwaeng said the ministry 
was allocated P1.5 billion for the 
2022/2023 financial year recurrent 
budget with the current expenditure 
at P1.4 billion or 93 per cent of the 
allocated budget.

He said the 2023/2024 recurrent 
estimates presented an increase 
of 47 per cent increase over the 
previous year’s allocation.

He attributed the increase 
to, among others, termination 
allowances under the Directorate 
of Public Service Management 
(DPSM), basic salary arrears for 
the ministry, transformation offices 
across ministries and the merger 
of Directorate on Intelligence and 
Security and Counter Terrorism 
Analysis and Fusion Agency as 
well as that of Botswana Public 
Service College and the Botswana 
National Productivity Centre 
(BNPC).

On the 2022/2023 development 
budget allocations, Minister 
Morwaeng said a revised amount 
of over P997 000 was allocated, 
out of which over P501 000 or 51 
per cent had been spent.

He added that the 2023/2024 
development estimates thus 
reflected a slight increase of over 
P10 million, which was three per 
cent of the current financial year’s 
revised allocation of just over P977 
million.

Additionally, Minister 
Morwaeng highlighted that a 
number of changes had been made 
in the ministry, consequent to 
the public sector rationalisation 

By Olekantse Sennamose

GABORONE - Parliament has 
approved P187 160 240 for the 
National Assembly’s recurrent 
and development budget for the 
2023/2024 financial year.

Presenting the budget estimates, 
Assistant Minister for State 
President, Mr Dumezweni 
Mthimkhulu said the budget 
constituted P174 360 240 and 
P12.8 million for the recurrent and 
development budget respectively.

Mr Mthimkhulu said the budget 
represented an increase of P11 
493 820 above the 2022/2023 
financial year’s allocation, which 
he said was realised from personal 
emoluments and operating costs, 
especially for travel votes and 
rentals for constituency offices.

“The largest proportion of this 
recurrent budget is allocated to 
personnel emoluments at 69 per 
cent of the budget, which amounts 
P119 683 460, while the remaining 
31 per cent, which amounts to 
P54 676 780 is allocated to other 
operational costs of Parliament,” 
he said.

He said the larger share of the 
proposed budget of P164 595 180, 
which represented 94 per cent was 
allocated to the National Assembly 
while P9 765 060 or six per cent 
was allocated to Ntlo Ya Dikgosi.

For the 2023/2024 financial year, 
he said the P12.8 million for the 
National Assembly was a decrease 
of P6 110 090 or 32 per cent below 
the P18 910 090 provided for the 
2022/2023 financial year.

Earlier in his comments, Member 
of Parliament for Nata/Gweta, Mr 
Polson Majaga expressed concern 
that Parliament was always 
allocated low funds despite it 
being considered the third arm of 
government, saying that hampered 
some of its activities such as 
the functions of parliamentary 
committees.

“This is despite that some 
ministries that always got larger 
amounts than Parliament are 
always returning funds. 

I believe at least P250 million 
would have sufficed. 

This would also enable 
parliamentary committees to 
function because most of them 
cannot even travel on duty due to 
shortage of funds,” he said.

For his part, Letlhakeng/
Lephepe MP, Mr Liakat Kablay 
was concerned about the security 
at the parliamentary village and 
requested that it be beefed.

The legislator, however, 
appreciated the Botswana Speaks 
initiative, which he said managed 
to educate Batswana on the roles 
on Parliament and MPs, as well 
as making it easier to contact 
ministers.

“There is, however, still a need 
to train officers rolling out the 
initiative,” he said.

National Assembly 
gets over P187m

Over P3bn for Ministry 
for State President

exercise conducted last year.
He said institutionalisation of 

the evaluations with a view to 
inform decision-making were also 
kick-started to help fast-track the 
transformation efforts towards 
attainment of Vision 2036.

“A critical building block is 
the development of the National 
Evaluation Plan (NEP) which lays 
down a guide on evaluation areas 
prioritised for the nation together 
with their proposed timelines. 

The process to develop the 
NEP will be finalised before 
end of March this year with its 
implementation set for the 2023/24 
financial year,” he said.

Such efforts, he said, would 
address implementation challenges 
heading into the two-year 
Transitional National Development 
Plan.

Minister Morwaeng said 
government started the 
development of the National 
Transformation Strategy (NTS) 
in 2019 in its continued efforts 
to diversify and transform the 
economy in order to achieve higher 

prosperity.
“The NTS’ major intent is to ignite 

transformation whilst influencing 
future planning and ensuring that 
development planning is seamless 
and integrated,” he said.

In other issues, he said the 
ministry was developing the 
project and contract management 
frameworks in order to enhance 
project management capacity 
across government.

He added that the ministry was 
also developing the Botswana 
Business Excellence Model, 
which would assist in improving 
programmes, projects and service 
delivery.

“The purpose of Botswana 
Business Excellence Model project 
is to come up with an approach 
on how Botswana could address 
challenges of poor implementation 
and service delivery because of 
disconnected systems that do not 
have defined operating business 
model standards,” he said.

The project, he said, was 
implemented in partnership with 
BNPC. BOPA

Parliament completed two projects only

Mr Kablay also called for an 
allowance for constituency officers 
as he said they were often forced 
to fork from their own pockets to 
perform government duties.

MP for Bobonong, Mr Taolo 
Lucas said Parliament was being 
treated as if it was a department 
under the Office of the President.

“We are also concerned by 
the tendency to make decisions 
affecting Parliament without 
informing legislators, one 
example being the decision to 
beam Parliament proceedings in 
a channel that is not accessible to 
many Batswana,” he said.

Mr Lucas also suggested that 
there be a budget dedicated to 
running constituency offices as 
well as beefing of staff even at 
Parliament, which he said was at 
some point running at 25 per cent 
staff complement.

Responding to MPs’ comments, 
Mr Mthimkhulu said although their 
concerns were genuine, it should 
also be noted that government was 
operating under a tight budget.

“This is also the case with other 
ministries and not just Parliament. 

It would be amiss for Parliament 
to get a larger share than ministries 
that are more close to the people 
that you represent,” he said.

Mr Mthimkhulu also said the 
constituency allowance was meant 
to assist MPs to run some of the 
activities at their constituencies. 

He also told MPs that security 
at the parliamentary village was 
currently being upgraded. BOPA

Mr Morwaeng
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By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE - Government 
continues to embrace collective 
bargaining in the public service, 
Minister for State President, Mr 
Kabo Morwaeng has said.

Presenting the ministry’s budget 
estimates for the 2023/2024 
financial year on February 28, 
Minister Morwaeng indicated 
that the employer and recognised 
trade unions were jointly involved 
in the implementation of agreed 
conditions of service for the 
public service.

“All the recognised trade 
unions and the employer have 
been involved in a challenging 
exercise to resuscitate the Public 
Service Bargaining Council 
(PSBC) for the past few years,” 
he said.

Government, he said, was alive 
to the fact that the resuscitation 
process involved two equal 
partners who were legally 
required to conclude and submit 
an adopted constitution to the 
commissioner of labour.

He was, therefore, optimistic 
that both the employer and 
recognised unions would apply 
for registration and establishment 
of the new public service 
bargaining council before the end 
of this financial year.

Mr Morwaeng said it was 
important that government signed 
negotiated agreements on three-
year salary adjustments of five 
per cent across board for the 
financial years 2022/2023 up to 
2024/2025.

“The aforesaid agreements 
further include the review of 
other conditions of service as well 
as human resource management 
policies and procedures for 
implementation during the 
financial year 2023/2024,” he 
said.

On corruption prevention, 
Mr Morwaeng said Botswana 
continued to perform relatively 
well in the international ratings 
on corruption perception.

“These ratings are done 
by reputable institutions like 
the Ibrahim Index of African 
Governance, the World Bank, 
Transparency International and 
Moody’s ratings, which look at 
issues such as good governance, 
rule of law and justice,” he said.

According to the transparency 
international corruption 
perception index of 2022, he said 
Botswana was ranked 45 out of 
180 countries, and third in Africa, 
at the score rating of 55, coming 
behind Seychelles and Cabo 
Verde.

Mr Morwaeng indicated that 
government’s efforts to fight 
corruption were confronted 
with serious challenges due to 
globalisation, which he said was 
aiding unscrupulous individuals 
to commit highly sophisticated 
corruption and economic 
crimes, which called for robust 
interventions.

He added that government 
would, nonetheless, do everything 

Govt embraces 
collective 

bargaining
within its power to ensure that 
such ratings were improved to 
attain its long-standing position 
of the least corrupt country in 
Africa and beyond.

“There is a need, therefore, 
to capacitate DCEC officers 
on specialised anti-corruption 
investigative trainings. 

This also calls for strategic 
partnerships with relevant 
international organisations, 
which will enable DCEC to have 
adequate capacity to fight this 
level of corruption,” he said.

Again, he indicated that the 
DCEC continued to partner with 
international institutions such 
as the Commonwealth Africa 
Anti-Corruption Centre based 
in Botswana, a move he said 
had gone a long way in boosting 
DCEC’s capacity-building 
initiatives. BOPA

By Thato Mosinyi

GABORONE - Member of 
Parliament for Selebi Phikwe 
West, Mr Dithapelo Keorapetse 
has called for decentralisation and 
rationalisation of the Ministry for 
State President.

Mr Keorapetse made the call in 
his comments on the ministry’s 
2023/2024 financial year 
presented by Minister for State 
President, Mr Kabo Morwaeng in 
Parliament on Tuesday.

He said the presidency needed 
to be de consecrated through the 
transfer of certain departments 
to the relevant ministerial 
portfolios.

“There is need for certain 
departments to be detached from 
the presidency to the relevant 
ministries. 

For instance the Directorate on 
Intelligence and Security needs 
to be transferred to the Ministry 
of Defence and Security,” he said.

Again, he was of the view 

that the National AIDS and 
Health Promotion Agency also 
needed to be transferred to the 
Ministry of Health while both the 
Information and Broadcasting 
services departments should be 
under the relevant ministry.

He argued for the Directorate on 
Corruption and Economic Crime 
(DCEC) should be independent 
and be made an oversight 
institution that would have its 
own budgetary requirements and 
be adequately resourced in order 
to achieve its mandate.

“Government needs to sanction 
the DCEC to be an independent 
body and be detached from the 
Office of the President and free it 
from the claws of the executive,” 
he said.

Also, Mr Keorapetse rooted 
for capacitation of the DCEC 
employees so that they would be 
able to carry out investigations 
on government elites and those 
aligned with the ruling party 
without fear of victimisation.

“It is important to have more 
independent oversight institutions 
that will execute their duties 
delicately without restriction 
from the Office of the President,” 
he added.

He was also of the view that 
the DCEC should directly 
account to the National Assembly 
with the Parliamentary Public 
Accounts Committee being the 
main advisory body during its 
investigations.

“The Umbrella for Democratic 
Change (UDC) is thus of the view 
that certain sections of the DCEC 
Act should be eliminated as they 
gives the President powers to 
restrict access on account of 
national security,” he said.

Maun East MP, Mr Goretetse 
Kekgonegile was also for the 
liberated DCEC, arguing that 
being under Parliament would 
strengthen its impartiality as it 
would be reporting directly to 
the National Assembly and be 
independent of the executive.

‘Decentralise Ministry for State President’

Kanye North Member of Parliament, Mr Thapelo Letsholo addressing residents during a kgotla meeting 
on Wednesday. He assured them that a new hospital would be constructed during Transitional National 
Development Plan. Photo: Thato Modiakgotla

“To make the desired impact 
and be relevant and effective at all 
levels of governance, the DCEC 
must be independent so that it 
could be capacitated to carry 
out independent investigation 
and provide oversights of the 
executive,” he said.

That, he said, would not only 
guarantee the organisation’s 
independence, but would give it 
confidence and in turn enhance 
job performance at the critical 
level of investigation for public 
accountability.

He was confident that as an 
independent entity, the DCEC 
would promote transparency, 
accountability and integrity on 
fighting corruption.

Mr Kekgonegile further 
implored government to 
allocate more funds on disaster 
management projects, particularly 
that his constituency was prone to 
floods due to its proximity to the 
country’s major rivers.

For her part, Specially 
Elected MP, Ms Philda Kereng 
applauded the institutionalisation 
of Performance Monitoring and 
Evaluation, which continued 
to be guided by the National 
Performance Monitoring and 
Evaluation Policy.

Ms Kereng said it was important 
to strength government’s 
monitory and evaluation tools 
through introduction of data 
management guidelines with 
the aim to address rampant data 
challenges.

The guidelines, she said, would 
ensure collection of appropriate 
data to meet requirements for 
performance reporting.

She also applauded the 
Department of Broadcasting 
Service for introducing new 
channels, which she said 
gave the executive and policy 
implementers a platform to 
further promote government 
policies to improve livelihoods of 
citizens. BOPA

Trade union members during a retreat. Minister Morwaeng indicated that the employer and recognised trade 
unions were jointly involved in the implementation of agreed conditions of service.
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Ka Lorato Gaofise

MAHALAPYE - Bakeresete ba 
rotloeditswe go ikanya Modimo le 
go baya tshepo ya bone yotlhe mo 
go ene ka dipaka tsotlhe.

Se se builwe ke Moruti wa 
Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa (Wesele), ya Gaborone, 
Bishop Motseoatile Morokane kwa 
moletlong wa go tlhoma semmuso 
Moruti Sethunya Gaarekwe wa 
Kereke wa Botswana Central 
Circuit, kwa Mahalapye, ka Tshipi. 

Bishop Morokane o rotloeditse 
Moruti Gaarekwe go tsaya 
thomo ya gagwe ka mowa o o 
phuthulogileng le go baya tsotlhe 
mo Modimong. 

O gateletse botlhokwa jwa 
tirisano mmogo. O ne gape a 
rotloetsa maloko a Botswana 
Central Circuit go ikanya thapelo 
ka e le yone fela e e ka ba 
tshwaraganyang le Modimo, go 
ba kaela tsela ya boamamaruri 
mo diemong tsotlhe. A re thapelo 
ke yone fela seikokotlelo sa 
botlhokwa ka le bogale jwa 
segajaja sa COVID-19 bo ne jwa 
fenngwa ka lebaka la thapelo le 
boutlwelobotlhoko jwa Modimo. 

Botswana Central Circuit e 
akaretsa maloko a kereke ya 
Wesele a Shoshong, Serowe, 
Palapye le Mahalapye.

Fa a amogela thomo ya gagwe, 
Moruti Gaarekwe, yo o neng 
a patilwe ke Mohumagadi wa 
gagwe Mme Bonolo Gaarekwe, 
o lebogetse go nna moruti wa 
Botswana Central Circuit a re seo 
ke tshegofatso e a e tsayang ka 
tlhwaafalo.

Moruti Gaarekwe o kopile 
maloko go mo itshwarela le go mo 
gakolola ka gonne dinako dingwe o 
tlaa tsaya ditshwetso dingwe tse di 
tla ba utlwisang botlhoko, a tlatsa 
ka gore ‘mme le nne le thotloetso 
le sebete sa go mpaya fa fatshe le 
nkgakolole a bo le ntshupegetse 
diphoso tsame’.

“Mme le itseng fa tsotlhe tseo, ke 
tla di dirang kgotsa ke tla di buang 
ke tla di dira ka lorato. Rotlhe re 
tlhoka go amiwa le go loodiwa 
ke Modimo gore re fetoge, mme 
seo ga se bonolo,” ga bua Moruti 
Gaarekwe.

 Moruti Gaarekwe o tshepisitse 
fa a tla ikanya mo Modimong le 
kemonokeng ya phuthego gore a 
kgone go ba etelela sentle. BOPA

Ka Grace Sebape

LOBATSE - Ratoropo wa 
Lobatse, Rre Mosimanegape 
Dithebe a re go botlhokwa go 
sireletsa matlotlo le ngwao ka gore 
di ka dirisiwa go tlisa letseno la 
madi, le gone go tlhama ditiro.

Rre Dithebe o buile mafoko 
ao mo phuthegong ya kgotla kwa 
Thema/Motswedi mo Lobatse ka 
Labone. Maikaelelo a phuthego 
e ne e le go akaretsa banana 
mo thulaganyong ya ngwao le 
matlotlo, e Khansele ya Lobatse 
e e tshwaraganetseng le toropo 
nngwe kwa lefatsheng la Sweden.

Rre Dithebe a re go botlhokwa 
gore ba-na-le seabe botlhe ba tseye 

karolo gommogo le banana. 
A re toropo ya Lobatse e na le 

ditso tse di farologanyeng, tse di ka 
dirisiwang go e dira sekgantshwane 
lefatshe ka bophara, jaaka bangwe 
bagaka ba ba lwela kgololesego ba 
fetile mo toropong ya Lobatse.

Mo go tse dingwe, Ratoropo 
o boletse gore go botlhokwa go 
sireletsa dikitso tsa mo gae gore 
batswakwa ba kgatlhegele dithoto 
le ditso. 

O ne gape a rotloetsa gore 
lenaneo le tsewe ka tlhwaafalo. 
Mme Bono Mmusi go tswa kwa 
ofising ya tsa ngwao, matlotlo 
le bojanala, o ne a tlhalosa gore 
maikaelelo magolo a lenaneo le 
ke go tsholetsa bojanala, ngwao 

le ditso gore di kgone go ngoka 
bajanala ka bontsi, a tlatsa ka gore 
bojanala jwa ditso bo ka tsisetsa 
banni ba Lobatse letseno.

Fa a ntsha la gagwe, Mme 
Kenosi Mmereki a re maikaelelo 
a mangwe a lenaneo leo ke go 
nonotsha bokgoni jwa dikhansele 
go sireletsa matlotlo le ngwao. 

A re ditso dingwe tsa lefatshe 
la Botswana di simologile mo 
toropong ya Lobatse.

Mokhanselara wa kgaolwana ya 
Thema /Motswedi, Mme Kenanao 
Mononi o ne a rotloetsa Batswana 
go tlotlomatsa matlotlo a Lobatse, 
a re seo se ka thusa go dira madi 
ka ditsela tse di farologanyeng. 
BOPA

Ka Calviniah Kgautlhe

KOKOTSHA - Moeteledipele 
wa Kokotsha Community Horse 
Racing Association Rre Kabo 
Medupi o gwethile botlhe go nna 
le seabe mo go rotloetseng mabelo 
a dipitse ka ana le bokgoni jwa go 
fetola matshelo a batho.

Rre Medupi o buile se jaaka a 
ne a abela ba lelwapa la ga Mme 
Baby Thumpe ntlo kwa Kokotsha 
mo kgaolong ya Tsabong ka 
Matlhatso. 

Ka go tlhoka lesego, Mme 
Thumpe o ne a tlhokafala malatsi 
a le mabedi pele ga a amogela ntlo 
eo.

Rre Medupi o tlhalositse fa a ne 
a gwetlhega go tsaya kgato a bona 
seemo se Mme Thumpe le bana 
ba gagwe ba ba tlhano ba neng ba 
tshelela mo go sone.

 Are o ne a tla ka mogopolo wa 

go feleletsa ntlo e Mme Thumpe a 
neng a leka go e agela ba lelwapa 
la gagwe ka a ne a lemoga fa go le 
thata mo go ene.

O boletse gore go goleng ga 
gagwe, Mme Thumpe o ne a 
etela thata lelwapa la batsadi ba 
gagwe, a kopa go ga metsi. Are o 
ne a lemoga gape fa botsogo jwa 
gagwe bo reketla. 

“Ka jalo, ke ne ka tsaya matsapa 
a go ikopanya le mmaboipelego 
ka maikaelelo a go feleletsa ntlo 
e ke neng ke e fitlhetse e setse e 
simolotswe.”

Rre Medupi o ne a kopa 
dikhamphani ga mmogo le 
setshaba go thusa ka tse di 
tlhokafalang mo teng ga ntlo.

“Ka bokhutshwane nna toro 
yame ke e dirile mme ke leboga 
modimo gore ke kgonne,”a 
tlhalosa, mme a supa jalo gore se 
se ngomolang pelo ke gore Mme 

Thumpe o tlhokafetse pele ga a 
amogela ntlo e.

O kaile fa mabelo a dipitse a 
tlhoka thotloetso e ntsi fela thata, 
a re mo nakong ya gompieno, ba 
mo motshamekong oo ka lorato 
fela. 

Mopalamente wa Kgalagadi 
Borwa Rre Samuel Brooks o ne a 
akgola Rre Medupi, are mpho eo  
e tlisa menyenyo le boitumelo mo 
difatlhegong tse di tlhontseng. 

O ne a gakolola ba ba salang 
le ntlo go e tlhokomela, a 
bo a gakolola ba ofisi ya ga 
mmaboipelego go tswelela ba 
thusa ba lelwapa leo.

Mothusa modulasetilo wa 
khansele ya Tsabong Rre Ronald 
Baitsewe a re moswi o ne a 
thusiwa ke ba lephata la boipelego 
mme a supa gore ka mabaka a 
tlhaelo ya madi, puso ga e kake ya 
kgona go tlamela batlhoki botlhe 

Mothusa molaodi wa Tsabong, Mme Thapelo Lesolame (borataro mojeng), baeteledipele ba Kokotsha le 
bogogi jwa kgaolo ba abela boora Thumpe ntlo ka Matlhatso mo boemong jwa ga Mme Baby Thumpe yo o 
sa tswang go tlhokafala. Senepe: Calviniah Kgautlhe

Medupi o aba ntlo kwa Kokotsha

Ratoropo o rotloetsa tshomarelo 

ya matlotlo le ngwao

Moruti Gaarekwe (molemeng), Moruti Richard Machola (fa gare) le 
Botswana Central Circuit steward, Mme Aobakwe Maphakela kwa 
moletlong wa go tlhoma semmuso Moruti Gaarekwe go nna moruti 
wa Botswana Central Circuit kwa Mahalapye ka Tshipi. Moruti 
Gaarekwe o rotloeditse phuthego ya gagwe go mo ema nokeng, mme 
a tshepisa fa le ene a tlaa ba etelela pele ka lorato. 
Senepe: Lorato Gaofise

Kereke ya 
Wesele e tlhoma 
Gaarekwe

e le nosi.
 Ka jalo o tlhalositse fa go le 

botlhokwa gore ba ba kgonang 
ba tsenye letsogo. O supile fa 
khansele e tlaa agela batlhoki 
matlo a le mane mo Kokotsha. 
Fa a amogela ntlo eo, kgaitsadia 
moswi Rre White Thumpe o ne a 
leboga Rre Medupi mo maitekong 
a gagwe a go thusa Mme Thumpe 
ka go tsweledisa se kgaitsadie e 
neng a se simolotse mme go le 
thata go fetsa.

Modulasetilo wa khansele ya 

borwa botlhaba Rre Oshima 
Peloewetse a re seo ke maiteko a 
mantle a botlhe ba tshwanetseng 
ba tsaya malebela mo go one.

A re go botlhokwa go fa motho 
seriti go na le go mo itumedisa ka 
nakwana. 

Ba khamphani ya Letshego ba 
ne ba solofetsa go aga ntlwana ya 
boitiketso mo ntlong eo le go reka 
bolao. 

Tiro ya kabo ntlo e ne ya salwa 
morago ke mabelo a dipitse a 
Kokotsha Summer Race. BOPA
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By Mmoniemang Motsamai

MOCHUDI -  Department of 
Wildlife and National Parks is on 
the look out for three elephants that 
have been spotted roaming around 
Kgatleng cattle posts since Friday.

Kgatleng senior wildlife officer, 
Mr Kealeboga Komanyane, 
therefore, advised public members 
to exercise extra vigilance when 
moving around Radipalanyane, 
Mmakgopong, Lephala la Motlopi 
and Masama 3 areas.

“These two are part of a group 
of 13 that was recently spotted in 
the Kweneng District, coming from 
Central Kalahari Game Reserve, 
which went their separate ways in 
search for water,” he said.

He advised against the use of 
dogs and riffles or any other things 
that may make noise, as elephants 
are known not to be tolerant to such 
noise.

Mr Komanyane said farm fence 
damages had been reported at 
Ditshwannyeng fields and the 
elephants tracks had been seen 
around Masama 3.

“We have been on the ground 
since they were reported and we 
have extended our search around 

By Bakang Wren

GABORONE - Naledi Senior 
Secondary School, as a school of 
excellence, will this term start Form 
Four pupils on the new vocational 
subjects that the Ministry of Basic 
Education has introduced.

Speaking during the orientation 
of more than 840 Form Four pupils 
on Tuesday, Naledi SSS deputy 
school head, Mr Best Bechwa said 
the new subjects were part of the 
ministry’s phase two roll out of the 

vocational syllabus. 
The syllabus comprises subjects 

such as Clothing and Textile, Food 
Studies and Innovation and Design 
as well as Aesthetics, among 
others.

He also said all Form Four 
pupils would be given laptops 
as part of the education system 
transformation.

 Mr Bechwa praised the initiative 
indicating that it was time pupils 
did subjects according to their 
capabilities. 

He said many had different 
talents and that it would give all 
pupils the opportunity to excel at 
what they did better. 

He said pupils who would be 
doing vocational subjects would 
be given about 12 periods in a day 
as they would be gaining practical 
experience that needed more time.

When welcoming pupils to 
the school, the school head, Mr 
Othusitse Othusitse congratulated 
the pupils for having been admitted 
at the school of excellence. 

He also said they should know 
that teachers were only facilitators 
who were assisting them to learn.

For those who were hooked on 
alcohol and drugs, he encouraged 
them to inform the guidance and 
counselling division so that they 
got assistance to deal with the 
addiction. 

He also said drugs and alcohol 
were prohibited in the school 
and that any pupil who would be 
caught indulging in such would be 
expelled. BOPA

Tutume District Council
Private Bag 006

Tutume

Tel: 2987232   

Fax: 2987533

TOLL FREE: 0800 600 796

                          

Ref:  CDC/TUT/11/1/5 I                                                                                                                                    22nd February 2023 

                               
LEGAL ADVERTISING SIGNS AND BILL BOARDS IN TUTUME DISTRICT 

Following the notice that was given by Tutume District Council (former Tutume Sub 
District Council) Ref: CDC/TUT/11/1/5 I, dated 09th November 2022. Council would like to 
announce the following advertising signs/boards as the only legal/approved advertisements 
in Tutume District Council jurisdiction as per the Town and Country Planning Act, 2013 as 
well as National Guidelines on Advertisement. 

The general public is reminded that all advertisement signs/boards that do not 
appear on the list below should be removed by the owners within 21 days from the 
date of publication to avoid actions by Council.

APPROVED/LEGAL ADVERTISMENT BOARDS/SIGNS – TUTUME DISTRICT

NAME TYPE OF ADVERTISEMENT LOCATION APPROVAL DATE

1 BAMB - TUTUME TUTUME 28/05/2020

2 AGRI SHOP DIRECTIONAL SIGNS TUTUME

3 GAOLATLHE KGOMOTSO STREET POLE ADVERTISEMENT (20 POLES) TUTUME 14/10/2022

4 ANGEL ADVERTISEMENT STREET POLE (10 POLES) TUTUME 01/03/2022

5 EMPACH ADVERTISEMENT STREET POLE (10 POLES) TUTUME 06/06/2022

6 GUBONGANO MOLOPO DIRECTIONAL SIGNS NSHAKASHOGWE 03/10/2022

7 WATER UTILITIES COOPERATION DIRECTIONAL SIGNS TUTUME-SEBINA ROAD 30/11/2022

TUTUME-MOSETSE ROAD 30/11/2022

TUTUME-MAITENGWE ROAD 30/11/2022

TUTUME - MAITENGWE 

JUNCTION

30/11/2022

For further clarification, please contact Tutume District Council (Physical Planning Office) on 
Telephone: 2451345 /2451395 / 2987232.
Thank you. 

ADVERTISEMENT  

INVITATION TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE GARAGE 
REGISTRATION AND ACCREDITATION 

Expression of Interest (EOI) Second Phase

The Central Transport Organisation under the Ministry of Transport and Public works wishes to invite 100% 
citizen owned Private Garages (excluding franchise dealers) interested in doing subcontracted repair jobs 
on Government vehicles/Plant, to submit applications for pre-qualification and accreditation. Applicants 
should indicate the services they provide and attach the following documents to their applications:

a) Provide Tax Pin Number and Tax Certificate Number for online verification of Tax registration 
b) Copy of valid Insurance cover outlining the risks covered. This should include Cover against Fire on 
customer vehicles, Theft, Motor traders internal, motor traders external and Defective workmanship.
c) Copy of Registration Certificates for those with trading names

The contractor must be registered with Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (PPRA) in any 
of the following codes (Code 104 sub code 01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09 Code 111 sub code 
01,02,03,04,05,06,07,08,09 and Code 114 sub code 01) and any other relevant Services codes 
(Maintenance of Vehicle/Plant) depending on services rendered. 
Verification status of PPRA registration for garages will be through IPMS portal.

Application forms and copies of the accreditation requirements for each category can be obtained at 
CTO Headquarters office 3.15 at Plot 54357, Varsha House, Central Business District (CBD) or any CTO 
workshop for garages outside Gaborone.

The applicants shall be visited for inspection of their facilities and therefore should be prepared for site 
visits.

Applications are to be addressed by Registered Mail to:   The General Manager
                                   Central Transport Organization
                                      Private Bag X048, Gaborone. Or 
Hand delivered/Courier to - CTO (Headquarters), Plot 54357 Varsha House, Office 1.24, Central Business 
District (CBD), Gaborone. 
Faxed applications will not be accepted.

For further clarification contact:   M. Segale at 3715890 / Enock Magagane at 3715879 

Collection of application forms will be from 1st March 2023 and the closing date for applications is 31st 
March 2023 at 1630 hours  

Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.

Naledi senior school starts new syllabus

Beware: Three 
elephants 
spotted in 
Kgatleng

the passages they used from 
Kweneng to Kgatleng as they tend 
to follow the same behavioural 
pattern,” he said.

Furthermore, the wildlife 
officials appeal to public members 
to report any sightings of these 
elephants or anything suspected 
to be such animals to the nearest 
wildlife office, contact Mochudi 
wildlife office on 577 7155, 575 
1119, 575 1120, report to the 
nearest police station or Leshibitse 
and Artesia kgotla. BOPA

Naledi secondary school received more than 800 Form Four pupils with a large number of parents flocking the 
head master’s office looking to enroll their children due to the school’s exceptional performance in the Form 
Five results. Photo: Baldwin Nyamande
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ClassifiedAds

 TOP INTERNATIONAL ENGINEERING BOTSWANA / SHAANXI CONSTRUCTION 

ENGINEERING GROUP CORPORATION LIMITED
VACANCIES

We are inviting applications for the below mentioned positions; Note the Requirements & Responsibilities

1. Plumber Technician(2)

2. ELECTRICIAN  (1)

3. PROFESSIONAL CODED  WELDER (2)

4.  Chinese Cuisine Cook (1)

 standards

Engineering Botswana

CC MANAGEMENT (Pty) Ltd

is providing next generation telecommunication networks, looking for the following:

Cloud Business Service Support x 2

BBS Engineer x 2

Wireless Product Manager

Management Services Microwave BO

Product Manager x 2

Maintenance Engineer x 2

Project Management Engineer

Network Optimization Engineer x 2

Requirements 

3  to 5 years and above work experience with high school degree, Bachelor or above major in 

telecommunication, computer science or related.

Good communication Skills with customers.

Applications should be addressed to:

The Manager

P O Box 118      Gaborone

Plot 7589, Tlokweng

Closing Date: 15/03/2023

VACANCY - OPERATIONS MANAGER
The candidate must be a Civil Technician / Engineer with at least 20 years in a managerial 

position

RESPONSIBILITIES & ATTRIBUTES:

a)      Coordination and Supervision - Coordinate, manage and monitor the workings   

         of various company’s projects. Overseeing the preparation of construction schedules  

          and invoicing;

b)     Financial - Review financial statements and data. Utilize financial data to improve                       

          profitability. Prepare and control operational budgets. Control inventory. 

          Plan effective strategies for the financial well-being of the company and approval of     

          material, staff and other resource procurement schedules;

c)       Production - Coordinates and monitors the performance of projects and various   

          departments involved in production and pricing and where necessary, provides      

          technical support to ensuring that contracts are completed within budget, 

           on time and to the required quality and safety;

d)       Software: The incumbent must be proficient the use of CCS Software

e)       Human Resources – In consultation with the HR Manager, plans the use of, organize      

           recruitment and placement of required human resources. Based on the complexity  

           of various projects, the incumbent establishes organizational structures, work 

          schedules and evaluates performance;

f )       Communication - Monitors, manages and improves the efficiency of support       

           services    such as IT, HR, Accounts and Finance to ensure cohesion and   

           optimization of resources;

g)     Best Practices - Improves processes and policies in support of organizational goals.    

           Formulate and implement organizational policies and procedures to maximize   

           output. Monitors adherence to rules, regulations and procedures.

h)     Customer Relations - Manages customer expectations and provides support to      

          ensure minimal complaints. Plan and support sales and marketing activities.

i)     Strategic Input - Works with the board of directors to determine values and mission,     

        and plan for short and long-term goals.

j)     Professional Affiliation: The applicant must be registered with ERB

Applications should be addressed to 

The Human Resources Manager

P. O. Box 2402         GABORONE

Email: recruitment@excavator.co.bw  

NOTE: Only shortlisted applicants shall be responded to.

 

FARM WORKERS

BUSINESS SERVICES

ADVERTS
365  3592

Contact 3653500 | 3653587 | 3653620/3653591  
3653593 |  3653599 | 3653555 

MISSED ANY OF THESE COPIES?

No need to worry! 

BOREHOLE DRILLING at Low rates 
call: 76 274 598 / 76 834 659

HERDBOY WANTED, METLOJANE,
P O BOX 402426 Gaborone or call 
72845749

HERDBOY WANTED IN Bobonong 
( Mothwane Lands) contact Lesedi 
Phatshwane P.O. Box 30256 Metsef 
Francistown cell no: 71 736 768

FEMALE FARM WORKER WANTED
at Kavimba contact 76 930 837 
James Kakaru

6X FARM GENERAL assistant 
wanted Rocky Rich Pty Ltd P O Box 
126 Sherwood, Botswana Tuli Block 
Farms

FARM WORKER WANTED at P 
O Box 1823 Molepolole, Morake, 
Sekhukhwane.

2 FARM WORKERS WANTED at 
Tloaneng. P O Box 2226 Gaborone

FARM WORKER NEEDED. A 
Female farm worker to oversee 
operations in Khakhea. Contact 
Ashton Sealetsa or Charles Makwiti- 
72 592 409, 72 799 912.

FARM WORKERS REQUIRED 
at Sandveld farm at Tsepane 
Syndicate. Call Mr Mosepele 
71308852

3 FARM WORKERS WANTED
at Kanye. Contact O. Entaile Box 
10380, cel no 73 180 808

URGENTLY NEEDED : FARM 
worker. Contact Setlhabi Tanapo on 
74 749 274. Box 196, Morwa. Closing 
date 30/3/23.

THREE FARMWORKERS WANTED
for an intergrated farm outside 
Rasesa. Please contact 74 006 666.

ON SALE
Make money by buying and selling Kutlwano. For more information call 
3653500/ 3653592/3653587/3653620/ Follow us on Facebook
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MOGODITSHANE/THAMAGA DISTRICT COUNCIL

LIQUOR ACT

(Act No. 9 of 2004)

FORM 1

(Reg. 3(1))

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION FOR A LIQUOR LICENCE
NOTICE is hereby given that Inovinwil Investments has applied for a Bar Liquor License in terms of 

section 13 of the liquor act (Act No. 9 of 2004) in respect of premises situated at Thamaga (Modimele 

ward) Plot No. 7285. And liquor control authority has determined that the application shall be heard 

by the control authority on the 15 day of April, 2023 

Any person who wishes to object to the grant of the license should within 21 days of the last 

Publication of the notice, give notice in writing to the said control authority of his intention to 

oppose the application and state the grounds on which his objection is based. 

Morris Pule

P O Box 150061           Mogoditshane

VACANCY

Applicants are invited from suitably qualified Botswana 
citizens who desire to grow a career in a Diamond Cutting and 
Polishing Company for the below post: -

DIAMOND POLISHERS

Requirements
•BGCSE Certificate with a Pass grade in English, Mathematics,                 
Design & Technology or Art.
•Reference and or Testimonial from senior school
•Six (6) months experience in Galahad will be an added 
advantage

Primary Job Requirements:
•Very good communication skills.
•Good team player
•High level of discipline and positive attitude to work
•Open minded and has ability to learn new skills  
•Ability to work under pressure

Interested candidates should send 

1) Covering letter
2) Comprehensive CV
3) Certified copies of Educational Certificates
4) Certified copy of Omang (ID) 
5) Reference letters

Stargems Botswana (Pty)Ltd
The Human Resources Manager
P O Box 3ABG
Gaborone

Closing date: - 15th March 2023

Clifton Preparatory School in Francistown requires suitably qualified 

candidates to fill the following post:

 

Junior Primary Class Teacher

       Requirements:

A minimum of an Internationally recognised Teaching 

Diploma and/or Degree

Experience in teaching Cambridge English at Junior 
Primary Level

Ability to coach various sports and cultural activities will 
be beneficial

Good interpersonal, planning, organisational and 
reporting skills.

Application letter, CV and at least two contactable references 

should be forwarded to:

The Headmaster

Clifton Preparatory School

Private Bag F48

Francistown 

Tel: 241 3979

Email: head@cliftonschool.net

Closing date: 22nd March 2023

JUNIOR PRIMARY CLASS TEACHER REQUIRED

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFIED COPY OF LOST DEED
NOTICE is hereby given that GORDON FANA LETSHOLO intends applying for certified copy of Deed of 

Transfer No. 1778/2006 dated the 4th day of August 2006 in respect of Lot 49894, Gaborone in respect of 
the below mentioned property namely:

CERTAIN:  piece of land being Lot 49894, Gaborone;

SITUATE:  in Gaborone West Extension 49; 

MEASURING:  693 m2 [Six Hundred and Ninety Three Square Metres];

WHICH PROPERTY:  is held under Deed of Transfer No. 1778/2006 dated the 4th day of August  

  2006 made in favour of GORDON FANA LETSHOLO;

All persons having objection to the issue of such copy is hereby required to lodge same in writing with the 
Registrar of Deeds within three (3) weeks from the last publication of this notice.

DATED AT GABORONE ON THE             DAY OF                2023  

___________________

M K MOESI & CO

Lot 2689, Extension 9
Hospital Way

P O Box 10160        Gaborone

An agricultural shop in Gaborone is looking for a dynamic, 
innovative and self-driven marketing and sales agent to 
promote its products to various customers countrywide.

Potential customers include farmers associations, dairy 
farmers, feedlots, poultry farmers, suppliers of veterinary 
goods, schools, gov departments, and gov programs.

Purpose of the job:
Grow company sales by developing and managing marketing 
campaigns
The Person:

Must have Diploma or Degree in marketing.
At least two years’ experience
Must be young and energetic person with good 
communication skills.
Self-driven and works with minimum supervisio
 Excellent selling, communication and negotiating skills
Maintain positive business and customer relationships to 
ensure continued sale
 Ready to travel widely in difficult farming areas
 Must be ready to travel to South Africa on business 
missions

Added advantage: Use of digital marketing, advertising and 
social media such as Facebook.

Please send your CV and copy of certificates to: 
Box 82364, Gaborone

Closing Date 15th March 2023

Terms of Reference for Marketing 
and Sales Agent

MASTER DRILLING
Vacancy  for  6 x  Raisebore Machine Operators

Responsibilities
• Ensure site is secure and in accordance with procedures
• Hazard identification and Risk Assessment (HIRA)
• Conduct daily pre-inspection on machine
• Ensure daily maintenance is carried out before commencing drilling
• Ensure that daily maintenance is carried out before commencing drilling
• Ensure hydraulic hoses and electric cabling are installed according to procedure
• Ensure machine is operating within specifications and report any deviations from targets
• Evaluate adherence to risk assessment daily –HIRA
• During underground operations working place must be examined findings of examination to 

be logged in daily report and or logbook provided for the purpose

Minimum 3 years’ experience with
• Operating an Automated Raisebore Machine
• Standard Operating Procedures of an Automated Raisebore Drill
• Maintaining large Automated Raisebore  Machines such as RD3, RD5 and RD7
• Assembly of large reamers and inspection/identifying tracking of cutters
• Commissioning Automated Raisebore Machines such as RD3, RD5 and RD7
• Basic hydraulic and electrical fault finding and repairs essential
• Must have low angled hole and large  5.1m to 1.1m  experience
• Must have a certificate of competency for Raiseboring

Job Requirements
Certificate in Competency in Raisebore Drilling
Medically fit to work on surface in an underground mining environment
First Aid Certificate
Basic mechanical technical knowledge
Must have sound knowledge on conducting risk assessments and a good safety record
Apply to: Human Resource, P O Box 118, Gaborone
Closing date: 15/03/2023

Terms and conditions apply. 

This product is underwritten by Absa Life Botswana. Absa Bank Botswana 
(registered number BW00001237900) is regulated by the Bank of Botswana.

www.absalife.co.bw

That’s Africanacity. That’s Absa.

Visit any Absa branch or insure.absalife.co.bw 
to apply for a cover of your choice

The Botshelo Life suite of products is designed to protect the things 
that mean the most to you. In just 30 minutes, you can apply for 

for your whole life. We will also give you 20% of your premiums as 

Apply for lifetime cover in 
just 30 minutes. Diragatsa.

BUY THIS
SPACE 
CALL:

LOBATSE

 533 2615

GHANZI 

659 6315

MAUN

 686 0294

KASANE

625 0353

VACANCIES

A FASHION DESIGNER WANTED
at Lohaiso Investment with over 
10years experience. P O BOX 45310 
Gaborone

PROGRESSIVE PHYSIOTHERAPY 
CLINIC is looking for two 
physiotherapists. Candidates must 
have either a diploma or degree 
in physiotherapy with a minimum 
of three year’s experience. Degree 
holders must be registered 
with BHPC, apply to matilda@
progessivephysio.co.bw or P O Box 
2524 Francistown

KE BATLA MODISA. Call 73 665 856 
/ 75 240 239 

MAMLATHAN & ASSOCIATES
is hiring. An audit supervisor. 
ACCA;BICA. Experience-2-5 years.
Address: P O Box 746 AEH, Molapo 
crossing Gaborone. Deadline: 
07\03\2023
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Dominating The 
Stands Since 1962
www.kutlwano.gov.bw

URUMQI - The grape farmer, 
Sulayman Abdu, was not idle 
before the busy spring plowing. 

The 61-year-old Muqam 
musician in Lukqun Town, 
northwest China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region, got 
his hands full with performance 
appointments from his fellow 
villagers last winter. 

“Farming with grapes makes 
me rich, while Muqam brings me 
spiritual wealth. I appreciate them 
both,” Abdu said. 

Muqam, a traditional art of the 
Uygur ethnic group in Xinjiang, 
integrates songs, dances as well as 
and folk and classical music. 

In 2005, the Xinjiang Uygur 
Muqam Arts of China was approved 
by UNESCO as a ‘Masterpiece of 
the Oral and Intangible Heritage of 
Humanity.’ 

The Xinjiang Uygur Muqam 
has developed four main regional 
styles the Twelve Muqam, Dolan 
Muqam, Turpan Muqam, and 
Hami Muqam.

 Abdu, a member of the Muqam 
inheritance centre in the town and 
other Muqam artists often rehearse 
in his house, where the music, the 
passionate sound of hand drums, 
and cheerful songs and dances 
attract the villagers to stop and 
watch. 

According to Abdu, it has been 
an age-long custom for locals 
to watch Muqam performances 
on occasions of celebration and 
gathering. 

SHIJIAZHUANG - 
Archaeologists in north China’s 
Hebei Province have found a tomb 
dating back to the Jin Dynasty 
(265-420). The tomb was located 
5.2 metres under the ground and 
featured a brick chamber. 

A total of 16 items of pottery 
ware, including a cup, pot, bullock-
cart and horse, were found in the 
tomb. Judging from the funerary 
objects, it is speculated that the 
tomb owner might have been a 

woman, according to Ren Xueyan, 
leader of the archaeological team 
at the Damingfu ruins, where the 
tomb is located. 

No written record was found in 
the tomb, so the specific age of 
the tomb is difficult to determine, 
Ren said.  Ren said the unearthed 
pottery ware reflects people’s 
living conditions at that time, and 
that they are of high value for the 
study of local folk customs during 
the Jin Dynasty. Xinhua

MUQAM  - Abdu (third left) rehearsing with other folk artistes at his residence in Lukqun Town, Shanshan County, northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. Photo: Xinhua

AMSTERDAM - Visitors taking part in a press preview of the exhibition Choosing Vincent - Portrait 
of a Family History at Van Gogh Museum in The Netherlands. Van Gogh Museum celebrates its 50th

anniversary this year, and is paying tribute to the Van Gogh family with the exhibition, which opened to 
the public on February 10 and will close April 10. Photo: Xinhua

Uygur musical heritage enriches artists

As the Spring Festival 
approached, all kinds of celebration 
activities increased in the village. 
Since the beginning of last winter, 
Abdu has received more than 20 
invitations to perform. 

“I was happy to play for the 
villagers, and they liked it,” said 

Abdu. Among the many Muqam 
instruments, Abdu’s favorite is 
the satar (a stringed instrument), 
which he first picked up at 16 
while learning from his master. 

His partner Mamat Yusup, 51, 
who often plays with Abdu, prefers 
to play the tanbur (another stringed 

instrument). 
“Because its sound can reach 

the heart,” Yusup said. All these 
Muqam players are from villages 
in Xinjiang. They are ordinary 
farmers at harvest time but popular 
folk artists during the slack 
farming season. When the Uygur 
music starts, they seem to become 
different people. Compared with 
the older generation of Muqam 
artists, the life of Abdu and his 
peers has changed dramatically. As 
an inheritor of intangible cultural 
heritage at the autonomous region 
level, Abdu got a government 
subsidy of 4,800 yuan (about 
689.93 U.S. dollars) a year. Muqam 
also gave Abdu the chance to 
perform in big cities like Beijing 
and Shanghai. 

With only a high school diploma, 
he sent his three children to 
college. Now his eldest son works 
in Shanghai and bought him a car 
in 2019. “Our generation of folk 
artists have better living conditions 

and more spiritual pursuits,” 
said Abdu, adding that the most 
important thing in learning Muqam 
is responsibility. 

“It is not easy for these ancient 
arts to be passed down to us. We 
must keep this spiritual wealth.” 

This year, Abdu wants to rehearse 
more Muqam pieces, which were 
not often performed before, with 
members of the Muqam inheritance 
center, to bring better performances 
to the villagers. 

Meanwhile, Abdu said he would 
hold a Muqam training course at 
the inheritance center to attract 
more young students to experience 
the charm of Muqam. 

As of June 2021, Xinjiang had 4 
640 projects of intangible cultural 
heritage. 

Of these, 96 projects have been 
included in the national list of 
intangible cultural heritage, while 
three are on the UNESCO list: the 
Uygur Muqam of Xinjiang, Manas, 
and Meshrep. Xinhua

Ancient tomb found in 
north China’s Hebei
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NATIONAL
RESEARCH
E X C E L L E N C E

AWARDS
2023

NATIONAL
RESEARCH
E X C E L L E N C E

AWARDS
2023

REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
Ministry of Communications, Knowledge and Technology

INAUGURAL AWARDSINAUGURAL AWARDS

THEME: 
RESEARCH - PRECIOUS TREASURE OF BOTSWANA

DIPATLISISO- LETLOTLO LA BOTSWANA

THEME: 
RESEARCH - PRECIOUS TREASURE OF BOTSWANA

DIPATLISISO- LETLOTLO LA BOTSWANA

DATE: 07 MARCH 2023

TIME: 1800

#NREA2023#NREA2023#NREA2023

LIVE ON 
MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS, KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY-BOTSWANA

By Anastacia Sibanda

GABORONE - Sunday 
soccer has become the biggest 
competitor to Botswana Football 
League (BFL) and other leagues 
in Africa.

Speaking at a press conference 
in Gaborone on Tuesday, BFL 
new chief executive officer, Senzo 
Mbatha, said he spent more than 
two years in Tanzania where he 
saw the growth of Sunday soccer.

Mbatha said professional 
leagues were were competing 
with Sunday soccer.

“It now talks to us as a 
professional wing to say how 
we look at our licensing and 
regulations. 

Do we really have to say the 
teams must build the stadiums,” 
he said.

Mbatha said it was now of 
paramount importance that teams 
should comply with having a 
pitch, fence, maybe two stands 
and let people come and watch 
football in numbers.

He said there was need to find 
balance particularly that BFL 
existed in community of football. 

He further noted that when 
drawing their fixtures, there were 
certain things that should be 
considered.

“For example, we have to plan 
our day. There is an EPL game 
at 1 o’clock and we squeeze our 
match at 4 pm instead of 3 o’clock.

We cannot run away from the 
fact that they talk of the second 
screen, while they are watching 

a game at the stadium, they are 
busy watching another game on 
the social media,” he said.

The other important 
aspect, Mbatha said, was the 
competitiveness of the league, 
adding it called for well managed 
offices for the club.

For his part, Botswana Football 
Association (BFA) chief executive 
officer, Mfolo Mfolo, said UEFA 
assist project was running well 
in Zambia, adding that they had 
agreed with UEFA that it should 
provide training to Botswana to 
build BFL.

“We have agreed with UEFA 
that we would have a six months 
training for this project, which 
has four pillars,” he said.

The pillars are governance 
and administration, league 
development, club development 
as well as  marketing and 
sponsorship.

Mfolo said the pillar of 
marketing and sponsorship was 
a key performance indicator that 
must ensure the league generated 
P22 million in a year.

Talking about the newly 
appointed CEO, BFL board 
chairperson Nicholas Zakhem 
said they wanted someone who 
was conversant with football and 
commercialisation.

Mbatha is the former CEO 
of Yanga and Simba Sports 
Clubs in Tanzania and was also 
an administrative manager at 
Orlando Pirates, Platinum Stars, 
Bay United and general manager 
at University of Pretoria. BOPA

Mfolo (left), Mbatha (centre) and Zakhem at a press conference in Gaborone on Tuesday. Mbatha said 
his mandate was to professionalise, commercialise football in Botswana and rebrand premier league to 
attract sponsors. Photo: Gothusang Lesego

Sunday soccer BFL biggest competitor
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Gaborone Commercial College of Higher Studies (GCCHS)

ALL CERTIFICATE COURSES AVAILABLE ON FULL TIME, PART TIME & LONG DISTANCE LEARNING

Tel: +267 319 0169. Cell: +267 721 32371, enquiry@gcchs.ac.bw, www.gcchs.ac.bw

PLOT 169, UNIT 10, SREERAM HOUSE QUEENS 
ROAD, MAIN MALL (Behind FNB Main Mall Branch)

JANUARY 2023 INTAKE IS NOW OPEN
CERTIFICATE IN HEALTH AND SAFETY MANAGEMENT
CERTIFICATE IN LOGISTICS & TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT
CERTIFICATE IN HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
CERTIFICATE IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
CERTIFICATE IN TRAVEL, TOURISM & HOSPITALITY
CERTIFICATE IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
CERTIFICATE IN HIV/AIDS MANAGEMENT
CERTIFICATE IN PUBLIC RELATIONS
CERTIFICATE IN PURCHASING & SUPPLY MANAGEMENT

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
BACHELOR OF COMMERCE IN MARKETING MANAGEMENT

DIPLOMA IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

CERTIFICATE IN MARKETING
CERTIFICATE IN BUSINESS ACCOUNTING
CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING

HURRY
REGISTER

NOW!

CERT
*SPECIAL* Diploma and above 
Students get a FREE TABLET! 
upon completion of first Semester
T’S & C’S APPLY

By Anastacia Sibanda

GABORONE - Gaborone 
will be divided and friends will 
become foes for 90 minutes on 
Saturday when giants, Double 
Action and Gaborone United 
(GU), meet in a DTCB Women 
Football Division One League 
game at Lekidi East.

The teams have each amassed 
12 points with a goal difference 
separating them in the log 
standings.

Out of the four games they 
have both played, Double Action 
have scored 15 goals against 
GU’s 11.

Double Action recently beat 
Township Rollers 7-1 while GU 
garnered three points against FC 
Ambassadors with a 3-0 score 
line.

Both sides have the appropriate 
arsenal to not only give each 
other a torrid time, but to give 
spectators the cream of women  
football.

Double Action has an array 
of talent that inlcudes Lesego 
Radiakanyo, Ontlametse 
Gaonyadiwe, Veronica Mogotsi, 
Leungo Senwelo and Segakolodi 
Didukanyane.

 On one hand, GU will want to 
be the first team to humiliate the 
defending champions.

Keitumetse ‘Ben-10’ Dithebe, 
Lone Gaofetoge, Golabaone 
Selebatso, Masego Koboto, 
Goitsemang Tlamma and 
Kelebogile Magaga will want 
to stop the hegemony of women 
football which Double Action 
enjoyed over the years.

Double Action coach, William 
Monene, is unfazed. 

He said in an interview that 
they started their preparations 
on Tuesday given that he wanted 
to give the players a rest after 
playing Township Rollers on 
Sunday.

He said GU were a closed book 
to him since it was promoted this 
season, adding that he had never 

watched it play.
Monene said he was cognisant of the fact 

that this would be a derby and a lot was a 
stake including bragging rights, adding that 
her side had over time played bigger teams.

“But my team is fine, we take every game 
as it comes, with no pressure. Yes we know 
GU will want to be the first team to beat us, 
so it is not going to be an easy game,” he 
said.

GU assistant coach, Orethusitse Oefoseng, 

said they had been preparing well for this  
category A game.

He said all the players were in good health 
and they were looking forward to Saturday’s 
clash, which he also said was not going to 
be easy.

“All the players are available for selection, 
and the game on its own is a motivation 
for the players. Personally I don’t have a 
problem with Double Action, I have watched 
play on several occasions,” he said. BOPA

Gigantic battle Saturday
... as Gaborone’s greats; GU, Double Action come face to face

Gaonyadiwe
Dithebe


